HUMANITARIAN OF THE YEAR

Ambassador Ellen Sauerbrey
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Population    
Refugee and Migration, US Dept. of State
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                                                       Her Office provides protection, assistance and sustainable 

                                                       solutions for refugees and victims of conflict, and advances 

                                                       US population & migration policies. She recently opened the 

                                                       doors of the US to Burmese refugees who languished for 10 

                                                       years in Thailand, waiting for a country to take them in. While 

                                                       many world leaders talked about bringing them in, nothing  

                                                       happened, and no one did, except the US.
                                                       Formerly she served as US Representative to the United 
Nations Nation on the Status of Women. She also held Conferences on family issues in Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador & Costa Rica, and led the US delegation to the 2004 Ninth Annual Conference of Women in Latin America. She has also undertaken international missions to train women on the nuts & bolts of political campaigns & democracy building.
Born and raised in Baltimore, she graduated summa cum laude from Western Maryland College.
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Thelma Ninonuevo Billy

Feed the Homeless, Fairfax, VA
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                                                        Ms. Billy started FEED THE HOMELESS in 1995 after 

                                                        seeing the homeless foraging for food in garbage bins near 

                                                        Lafayette Park, and nibbling on chicken bones. She gives of 

                                                        herself to the hungry, homeless and poor of Washington and 

                                                        lives up to the model, Mother Theresa of India. She has been 

                                                        doing it for the past 10 years without government and/or               

                                                        corporate aid. On Wednesday afternoons, she delivers hot 

                                                        meals to an average of 200 people who call her “Mama.” 
With the help of St. Leo parishioners, volunteers from Robinson High School and Paul VI, she prepares a regular feast for more than 500 people and at one time hitting almost 1,000 on Saturdays immediately preceding Thanksgiving, Christmas & Easter holidays.

Although she never accepts money, donations of food, clothing and gifts for the poor pour in from a variety of sources. She is presently hoping for a benefactor to provide her a heavy-duty stove in anticipation for the Thanksgiving holidays for the poor.  
