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I. General

. It was recently revealed that right-wing groups, e.g. Freedom Works, that oppose healthcare reform, are funded by the insurance industry. They told their supporters to sabotage town hall meetings that supported causes they oppose, employing mob intimidation tactics, and using a “Play Book” that tells them “how” to do it.
. America has descended to the abyss of un-civility and rancor in the debate on healthcare reform. Some groups looked at it as the available cash cow it has always been to be exploited by taking the mantle of opposition to the bill. “Give your very best donation possible to help us end this fight to the finish.” Using the available process they flooded the Internet with personal attacks against Obama, Pelosi & Reid as dictators, doing whatever they want. They described his version of democracy as “my way or the highway.” 

     . The leader of Staying True to America’s National Destiny in Chesapeake, VA said he doesn’t like scare tactics and exaggeration. “I am sure you share my distress for our country. Turn your distress into action. The next few hours will determine the outcome. That’s why your donation is excruciatingly critical to America.”
. The US has unveiled plans for its new $1 billion high-security embassy in London—the most expensive it has ever built. The proposals were met with relief from the present embassy’s Mayfair neighbors and the residents and developers of the Battersea wasteland where the vast crystalline cube, surrounded by a moat, will be built.
. There are 3,540 Muslims on active duty in the military, a tiny fraction of 1% of the nearly 1.5 million active-duty personnel. The actual number may be higher, because some Muslims avoid identifying their faith for fear of discrimination.

. An ESPN column made a far-fetched claim that BHO would ban fishing. On ESPNoutdoors.com, Robert Montgomery claimed that a federal strategy “could prohibit US citizens from fishing the nation’s oceans, coastal areas, the Great Lakes and even inland waters.” Conservatives took the bait like flies in a dead carcass. It didn’t take long before Limbaugh, Gateway Pundit, Fox News, Red State and Michelle Malkin all forwarded the claim.

     . Apparently no one told Beck who didn’t back off the story and added, “Who’s more important: the fish or you?” Eventually Fox News debunked the claim. This is the same Beck who explored the meaning of the Beatles’

“Revolution” with the enthusiasm of a college freshman evangelizing the Dark Side of the Moon! He warned his viewers that Woody Guthrie’s “This Land is Your Land” is about a progressive utopia. On his radio show, he called Bruce Springstein’s “Born in the USA” anti-American. Some of his listeners are taking Beck and his co-hosts to task for their simplistic version of patriotism that leaves little room for criticism of America, its policy or the behavior of its people. It is not surprising for a political party where 38% of its members applaud Forrest Gum as an excellent patriotic documentary!
. Dick Morris made a disingenuous attack on Nancy Pelosi and used it to solicit contributions. “The Speaker can be beaten.  And once she is, she has functionally lost control of her chamber, she won’t recover. The key is to use our only weapon: public opinion. (Wishful thinking!)  That’s why we need your donations to battle Pelosi for every vote.” It’s always—open your wallet or pocketbook, and give me your money.
. The cooling of US-Israeli relationship coincides with an apparent deepening of Israel’s diplomatic isolation. Anger has grown in Europe in the wake of Israel’s suspected misuse of European passports to kill a Palestinian militant in Dubai, U.A.E. It resulted in the expulsion of a senior diplomat in the UK. Relations with Turkey, a Muslim friend for decades, have hit a new low.

. Small Israeli kiosk vendors, identified by NSA and US-counter intelligence agencies as part of an Israeli intelligence-gathering operation in the US, have started to abandon their kiosks in the Philadelphia area. They used to sell toys and jewelry. (Wayne Madsen Report)
. It was offensive to see some of the marchers (3/21) for immigration reform in Washington waving the flags of Mexico, Honduras and El Salvador, amidst demands of action “NOW.” It reflected a kind of arrogance and entitlement when humility and acceptable behavior would have been more appropriate.

     . Let’s hope the display of these flags were meant as a symbol of cultural or ethnic pride and not as political banner of a foreign sovereign. Additionally, they cannot claim to be victims when they “voluntarily” came here on their own will, even though they broke our laws by entering the country illegally. It’s time for these undocumented immigrants to take responsibility for their actions.

. When the credibility among opponents of the healthcare bill, e.g., some State Attorneys-General, when they 

question the mandate of having health insurance, when their own states mandate that drivers have auto insurance. This capricious interpretation of the law is another example of the GOP as the Party of No—no concern for the public interest, no consistency, no direction, no relevance.
. In a study by the International Journal of Biological Science, analyzing the effects of genetically-modified foods on mammalian health, researchers found that Monsanto’s GM.corn is linked to organ damage in rats.

. The use of Rotarix vaccine (to protect against the stomach bug) is banned because it is contaminated with traces of a second virus. The contaminant (PCV-1) is a DNA virus that infects pigs and other species but is not known to cause illness in humans or other animals.

. The mayor of Los Alamitos, CA sparked an uproar a year ago for sending an email depicting watermelons in front of the White House. The mayor apologized and resigned, claiming he was unaware of the stereotype that blacks like watermelon. (Read Dan Rather’s similar statement in Part V.)

. A third of Americans used the public library computers to do their homework last year, according to a study by the University of Washington Information School.

. At least 50 millions people in America are ill-fed—up to 37 million in just a year ago—including 1.7 million children. Hunger in America is now an all-time high, and there are currently entire national geographic regions—the very large 15-state south being one of them—when more than half of all public school students are poor and ill-fed.

. Democratic support among the young is dwindling amidst dissatisfaction over lack of change in Washington and an escalating war in Afghanistan.

. The world’s most-water deprived countries are also receiving some of the least help from the World Bank to improve conditions, according to a recent study. It pointed out that water shortages being felt in more than 40 countries are at risk of getting worse.

. Joseph Goebbels, the leading propagandist of the Third Reich, believed in the power of lies—the bigger the lies, the greater the power. He would have loved Karl Rove’s Courage and Consequences. It is a collection of lies, fabrication and distortions designed to rehabilitate the record of Bush-Cheney. The biggest lie was that GWB would not have invaded Iraq if he had known there was no WMD there.

. Iraq is littered with high levels of nuclear and toxin contamination, a recent study found. The result of this increased radiation would be an increase in the cancer epidemic throughout the world. 

. Islamic Relief has used technology, new media and social networking sites to mobilize people.  It hosted the Muslim online Haiti Fundraisers and raised more than $100k in 2 hours. It also used its existing partnership with the Mormon Church to send hygiene kits and temporary shelters to Haiti in addition to pledging a total of $2.5 million.
. The Iranians have learned a lot from the destruction of Iraq’s Osirak reactor in 1981 and have taken steps to make sure their nuclear program  is immune from such an attack, says Moshe Arens, former Israeli defense minister and ambassador to the US.

. Ecuadorian president Rafael Correa says his country was added to a list of states accused of lagging in the campaign against money laundering to punish it for its ties with Iran.
. The League of American Voters is frantic for donations, in exchange for free books from Sean Hannity, Bill O’Reiley, Sarah Palin, Mitt Romney, Dick Morris et al.
II. Private Sector

. Racism is definitely a major factor behind the hostility towards the healthcare bill, e.g., Reps. John Lewis & Emmanuel Cleaver (called the N---word), Barney Frank ) called a homo and faggot), that Jimmy Carter pointed out as early as September.

     . During protests last summer, demonstrators displayed a poster depicting BHO as an African witch doctor, complete with headdress, above the words “Obamacare Coming to a Clinic near You.” Some Republicans think they are benefiting from this rancor. Saturday’s (3/20) venomous demonstration of hate and threats underscored the healthcare overhaul as not the only motivation from many protesters. It had nothing to do with healthcare.
It denied extending a basic fundamental right to people who are poor and less powerful.
. Wachovia will pay $160 million to settle a federal investigation into laundering drug profits through Mexican exchange houses. It’s the largest case of its kind brought against a US bank, prosecutors said.
. As the states’ budget implodes and credit crises deepen, four states (MI, WA, IL & VT) have initiated bills for state-owned banks; candidates in seven states (FL, IL, OR, CA, WA, VT, IA) have included solution in their platform. The Bank of ND, currently the only state-owned bank, is the model (with variations) for all the other proposals on the table.

. Banks say they’re not lending more because regulators won’t let them. Even as the White House exhorts them to start lending, especially to small business borrowers which are key to job growth. Banks say government field examiners are toughening their reviews on ways that discourage making loans. (Paul Davidson, USA Today)
. In the wake of a 2200-page report on how “misleading” accounting techniques led to Lehman Bros.’ collapse,  SFC Chair Mary Shapiro would not comment on “whether an investigation would commence,” but acknowledged that the agency’s oversight of Lehman was “terribly flawed in design and execution.” (Grace Hwang is an intern at Truthout)
. The final healthcare proposal will not change things, at least initially, for most Americans. Such is the case by political design. The plan is more like a time-released tablet meant to reform the system slowly from the inside out rather than surgically from the outside in.

     . Medicare and private insurers will begin changing the way doctors and hospitals are paid, from a system in which they are compensated on the basis of tests ordered or procedures performed to one that rewards doctors on how healthy they keep their patients and how closely they adhere to proven medical practices.

     . Over time, the cap on tax-free health benefits will help insurers to better manage the cost of care or charge patients higher co-payments and deductibles that will turn their consumers to be more price-conscious. Healthcare would become both a personal right and a public responsibility, shared jointly by workers, individuals and the government.

     . BHO and the Democrats have been demonized by GOP (Gas, Oil & Platinum) and the insurance industry through their lobbyists and paid minions to cause fear and confusion among the American people. Should they succeed, there is no disputing that it will be a remarkable political achievement, the result of a combination of 
focus, determination, flexibility and patience not seen since the early Reagan years.

     . Years of polarization, partisanship and stalemate have led to a widespread and cynical belief that Washington
 is simply incapable of working every major problem. Passing a healthcare reform bill would restore not only a measure of trust and confidence in our political process but also at some significant trust and confidence in ourselves. (Steve Pearlstein, WP)
. The new law on healthcare will have a gradual impact on many consumers, e.g., parents can keep their children on their plans until age 26, people over 65 will get broader coverage from Medicare drug benefits, insurers are barred from revoking coverage when people get sick and refuse coverage for children with medical condition.

. Twelve IRS scams: 1) Return preparer fraud—Fraudulent tax preparers may do anything from helping themselves to a portion of your refund to charging too much or rigging it and you get a refund you don’t deserve.

     2) Hiding income offshore—IRS is cracking down on offshore accounts.

     3) Phishing—Con artists “fish” for unsuspecting victims and get them to reveal private information to steal their identity and their money.
     4) Filing false or misleading forms--Some people do this hoping to claim refunds that they’re not supposed to receive.

     5) Nontaxable Social Security benefits with exaggerated withholding credits--Inflating your withholding can result in no income being reported to IRS on your return which can cost you.

     6) Abuse of charitable organizations and deductions--This happens when IRS is onto a scam where several organizations are claiming donation of the same non-cash item.

     7) Frivolous arguments—Some people don’t “think they should pay taxes and they feel they’re legally entitled to opt out. Don’t waste your time trying any of them.

     8) Abusive retirement plans--Circumventing the contribution limits on your Roth IRA or improperly reporting early distributions could end up costing you your nest egg.

     9) Disguised corporate ownership--This happens when you own a business but hide the fact that you own it to avoid paying your fair chare of the taxes from the company. 

     10) Zero wages—When you make it like you owe nothing or little during the tax year, you use Form 4852 (substitute of W-2 Form) to make it look your taxable income is zero.
     11) Misuse of trusts—If someone offers a transfer into a trust (like private annuity or foreign trust) and 
promises that a reduction in income tax and estate or gift taxes will follow, think twice.
     12) Fuel tax credit scams—This applies to people like farmers who use fuel for off-highway business purposes but doesn’t apply to people where their occupation or income level makes the claim unreasonable. (Geoff Williams, Living Well with Bad Credits) 

. New data shows that the story for the government’s foreclosure prevention program remains the same. Mortgage services have delivered relatively few permanent modifications—and hundreds of thousands of borrowers in trial modifications have yet to receive a final answer after many months of waiting. (Paul Kiel, Pro Publica)

. Goldman Sachs’ best claim to being savvy was buying hundreds of billions of dollars of mortgages and packaging them into mortgage-backed securities and more complex derivative instruments and selling them all over the world. They earned (stole) billions of dollars from these deals. The great trick was that many of these loans were put into securities, were issued by banks filling in phone information so the borrowers would get loans they would not be able to repay. This was not Goldman’s concern. They made money from the packaging and selling of the securities. 

     . For BHO to describe Goldman’s CEO Lloyd Blankfein as a savvy businessman and deserving of his loot ($9 billion bonus) was unconscionable. He needs better-informed and ethical advisers on the economy in the White House and in Treasury. What he now has in Geithner, Summers, Rubin et al. are beholden to the crooks of Wall Street. As long as they are there, the economy will just be limping and the foxes will be watching the chicken in the coop.
. Secretary of State HRC made it clear to the 7,500 people attending the AIPAC conference that pursuing peace now is essential, because technological and demographic changes are putting Israel at risk and are making the “status quo” unsustainable. Better rocket technology used by the militants in the Gaza Strip and Southern Lebanon is putting many Israeli towns and cities at risk, including those far from the border.

. Another solicitation for contribution comes from Bishop E.W. Jackson Sr. “Help me send a message to Congress and to the people in key districts that now is the time to take a stand for the freedom of the American people.  Help me send faxes to Congress and write or call key leaders in the swing districts. Your key donation will make all the difference in the world in these last few hours. Please give the largest gift you possibly can to make a ‘last stand.’” (Staying Free True to America’s National destiny, Dept. Code 3701, PO Box 15111, Chesapeake, VA 23328)  If you believe this pitch, you are gullible!

. We must recognize and resist the racism pervading US foreign policy. The Pentagon’s current military adventures—whether in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen or Somalia were foreshadowed in the 19th century by relentless Indian wars and US invasions of Mexico and the Philippines.

     . This generations-old war machine has never had much use for the lives of peoples of color. It’s no accident that its numerous survivors and interventions invariably target nonwhite people. It takes work to fathom racism’s breath and subtlety, and to perceive the social and economic forces fostering the de facto segregation that warps our social fabric. This is the only country in the West that is obsessed with color of the skin. We need to work hard to do away with our racist proclivities.

. CitiFinancial agreed to pay $1.25 million in penalties for not fully disclosing its mortgage transaction to the federal government, state regulators announced.

. In 1993, Prof. Tony Martin added the Nation of Islam’s book, The Secret Relationship between Blacks and Jews, Vol. 1 to his Wellesley College course—Black History. Thus began the Jewish onslaught against him. (Tony Martin has taught at Wellesley College, MA since 1973. He was tenured in 1975 and has been a full professor of African Studies since 1979)
     . Jews are threatened by this book because it documents the considerable Jewish involvement in the trans-Atlantic African slave trade, the dissemination of which Jews consider “anti-Semitic” and “most hateful act.” It’s like they’re telling us they are infallible and don’t make mistakes. There seems to be collusion between these students and ADL (Anti-Defamation League)
III. Federal Government

. The Senate cleared an $18 billion jobs bill for BHO’s signature, a down payment on what Democrats hope will be a significant election-year investment in boosting the economy.

. Republicans resorted to everything to kill healthcare reform through use of overheated rhetoric, like ramming healthcare reform down Americans’ throats, Armageddon, government takeover, socialist, a job-killer, cutting $500 billion from Medicare, tyranny, corruption, Communist conspiracy, impending loss for the Democrats in November (if true, why block the healthcare bill?), tax-funded abortion, scare tactics of no-credibility spokesmen like Boehner, Cantor, Bachmann, Dick Armey, Karl Rove et al. 
     . Their attack on Obama and the Democrats seemed to have no end. The healthcare bill was demonized as a Washington power grab, greatest threat to freedom, warped vision of social justice and wealth distribution, patriotic Americas’ fight for the very soul and future of our country, death panel towards the elderly, healthcare takeover, threat to our personal and financial independence, higher taxes. 

. Will the GOP challenge healthcare legislation’s constitutionality to delay or defeat and push the country further down, with the annual death of more than 40,000 uninsured Americans and the lack of insurance coverage for 51 million more? The Supreme Court typically abstains from such intervention to decide purely political questions, such as the validity of the internal rules of Congress.

     . The problem of the Supreme Court under Chief Justice John Robert, is fast earning a reputation as the most political court since the 1930s. In January, the Roberts Court’s decision (5-4) in the Citizens United case abandoned a century of legal tradition by overturning campaign finance laws that banned direct corporate involvement in political campaigns.
     . It is worth recalling that 3 current sitting judges (Scalia, Kennedy & Thomas) were the trio in the most political majority (5-4) decision in modern Supreme Court history—Bush vs. Gore—which effectively ended the 
2000 election recount and handed the stolen victory to GWB. (Walter Shapiro, Columnist)
. Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI) cited the CBO to argue that reform could increase family premium by 10% to 13%. He failed to mention that, according to the report, the vast majority of Americans who have insurance through their employers will see unchanged or lower premiums. For those buying insurance from their own pocket, any offset in premiums would be offset by tax credits. Overall, the growth of healthcare costs will decline over time for all families.

     . Mr. Ryan charged that “health reform will accelerate our path to ruin.” Wrong! The CBO reports that the Senate version of the bill will save more than $100 billion over the first decade and more than half a trillion ($600 billion) over the second.
     . Mr. Ryan argued that covering the uninsured will kill jobs. It’s voting down the bill that would be a job killer. Every day businesses are facing higher costs and tougher competition from overseas because American healthcare is the most expensive in the world. According to a recent Harvard/USC study, passing healthcare insurance reform will create as many 4 million jobs over the next decade. (Rep. Robert Andrews, D-NJ)
. The pseudo pro-lifers are either in the pockets of the insurance industry, are dumb (a little knowledge is a dangerous thing) for their inability to comprehend the English language, politically posturing to garner the limelight, or all of the above. The 58,000 nuns who came out for the healthcare reform bill (for the failure of the US bishops to do so because of increasing right-wing influence) did so because “it represents real pro-life stance” and extends coverage to more than 30 million people.”

     . These pro-lifers are really pro-fetus. They are no more concerned for the sanctity of life than they are for the survival of 10.5 million children under age 5 who dies every year from easily preventable diseases such as malaria or the approximately 24,000 who die of starvation every day.
. BHO gains clout and a place in history for his role in the healthcare vote. Now that he has given the green light on coastal drilling, will the GOP oppose him to live up to their reputation as obstructionists, as the Party of No? When he starts the ball rolling on bank reform, will they be stupid again to side with Wall Street bankers, the institution that is most hated today? They don’t want BHO to succeed. By obstructing him, they hang themselves in the process.
     . He backed a bipartisan immigration proposal sponsored by Sen. Charles Schummer (D-NY) and Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC). It would require biometric identity cards, increased border patrol and a “tough but fair” path to legalization for undocumented immigrants.” (Yana Kunichoff, Truthout Fellow)
. There are many signs everywhere that Republicans are getting worried about their prospects in November. Solicitation letters are flooding the Internet, including the one to “Help Stop the Assault on America” from Rudy Giuliani who spent $8 million in the FL primary in 2008 to win one delegate. Now he’s telling us what to do by asking for contributions by as much as $500. He must be dreaming. He thinks the American people are as dumb as their shrinking political base who cannot understand where this money is going and what it’s being used for.

     . “Make Congress Pay Big for their Betrayal!” All these bloodsuckers which are preying on honest people and taunting people with their patriotism are begging us to send a contribution to stop “Obamacare.” The anxiety and fear of losses in November are palpable for being obstructionists and allowing themselves to be used by right-wing nuts which are looking for gullible people to do their dirty job and give them money.
. Take the case of Sen. Scott Brown of MA who has sent out solicitation letters that Rachel Maddow of MSNBC 
is going to challenge him in November, even though the latter has never expressed any intention to run, has not 
been asked by the Democratic Party to run and has repeatedly denied any plan to run. Why does Mr. Brown persist in his claim that Ms. Maddow is his opponent in November? Because of MONEY! There are suckers born every minute. The biggest ones come from states outside MA.

     . Take the case of healthcare/ The GOP is still soliciting contributions (especially because the RNC is in dire financial straits and the base of big donors is shrinking) to repeal the healthcare law. What they don’t tell their constituents is that they won’t be going anywhere because BHO can veto whatever they come up with to protect and promote the interest of their corporate donors. Many supporters are not aware of this, and once they do, the contribution stops. They have used this opposition and are using it strictly for one thing—MONEY! Where does the money go—expensive consultants, high-priced hotels, travel, private jets, limousines, extravagant vacation locations for retreats/meetings, and sometimes shady establishments anathema to a party of family values.
. The GOP is now changing their song. They now want to replace “Repeal” with “Replace.” For a party with no ideas, except tax cuts, and past incompetent governance, how far will their new message go and what are they going to replace it with?

     . These lawmakers are pathetic. They’re 50 to 70 going on 5, with their temper tantrums because they were unable to defeat BHO’s healthcare reform. Now they are refusing to work past 2:00pm—a tactic they can employ by invoking a little known Senate rule. They hope that by slowing things down they can deny Democrats from accomplishing something, just like they closed down Congress when Newt Gingrich was speaker of the House and ended up eating crow. These people never learn. They give stupidity a bad name!
. Proposed bills going the way of small business: 1) Rep. Bobby Rush (D-IL) proposed H.R. 4929, “Expanding Opportunities for Main Street Act 2010” to amend the Small Business Act to ensure that certain federal contracts are set aside for small business to enhance services to small businesses that are disadvantaged. The legislation was referred to the House Committee on Small Business, and to the Committee on Financial Services, Oversight & Government Reform, and Ways & Means.
      2) Rep. Frank Kratovil Jr. (D-MD) proposed H.R. 4932 “Small Business Development Centers Relief Act of 2010” to waive temporarily grant matching amount requirement with respect to Section 21 of the Small Business Act. The legislation was referred to the House Committee on Small Business.

. The US Senate passed another jobs agenda bill—the American Workers, State and Business Relief Act on 3/10 by a margin of 62 to 36.

. The Supreme Court ruling on “freedom of speech” allowing contributions from domestic & foreign corporations may have initially created the spigot of unlimited political contributions. Not so fast! Despite the ruling, corporations could be required to disclose their spending on political ads, or to seek approval from corporate boards or even shareholders.
     . States considering new disclosure laws include AK, AR, CT, MD, MN, NH, OH, SD, TN and WV. The IA legislature has approved a bill requiring company directors to approve of political spending. The State legislature in CO would impose disclosure requirements on companies or unions that fund political ads. MT has taken a more defiant approach. It vows to continue enforcing restrictions on corporate political spending that dates back to scandals involving mining interests nearly a century ago.

. A federal judge rejected a decision by SEC to release one of several provisions to put in place after the dot.com bubble to prevent collusion between investment bankers and analysts at Wall Street firms. Twelve of the largest Wall Street firms agreed to a massive settlement in 2003 after investigations revealed that stock market analysts, who are supposed to provide independent opinions, were promoting the stocks of certain companies because they did investment-banking business with their firms.

. Some Republicans in NV are crying foul over Scott Ashjia who filed as a tea party candidate to oppose Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid in Nov. A Las Vegas Review-Journal poll found that with the tea party candidate in the ballot Reid would win a 3-way race by a narrow margin.

. Republicans were salivating when Eric Massa (D-NY) announced his resignation charging that Democratic leaders had pressured him to resign because he was set to vote against the healthcare bill. Glenn Beck booked him for an hour in his Fox News show (fair & balanced) which turned toxic for conservatives. They thought they made a big catch! It surely was big but it was just a smoke.
     . Media Matters senior fellow Eric Boehlert called the interview the “most pointlessly absurd, truly 
unwatchable” hour in cable news. It was more like a comedy rather than an actual scandal.

     . They have nothing better to do than browse around to see what Democrats are doing and tried to block them. 
Another example of their blind disregard for people in this country is their focus (angry) at the Democratic overhaul of student lending. They think that by branding it with socialist terms they can sow enough doubt and anxiety to kill it, e.g., government takeover, job killer, outrage, et al. to rally opposition to the proposal to protect their lenders/political contributors from losing their “cash cow.”
     . This program began in 1965 in which private lenders received a guarantee (it’s a win-win situation for the lender; no risk involved) of repayment if borrowers default. Congress’ healthcare overhaul includes a proposal to let the federal government hand out student loans directly, effectively eliminating the entire student loan industry.

. Republicans are crowing that Obama and Pelosi are desperate. But action speaks louder than words. Based on the frantic plea on the Internet for donations to defeat Obama & Pelosi, the hurried anxiety seems to be more evident on the GOP side. Please donate to help the League of American Voters run these ads [against Obamacare].

     . They were scaring the public all the way to the end—If the healthcare bill passes, physicians’ fees will be slashed 21% and hospital reimbursements for Medicare patients will be cut by $1.3 billion. Which hat did they pull these figures out of? When did they worry about the elderly, hospitals, hospices, outpatient clinics which they indicated will refuse to treat Medicare patients?
     . Eastern cities will be without one doctor in important specialties who will take care of the elderly in Medicare. Particularly fields like G.I. care or arthritic & joint pain will simply refuse to accept low reimbursement rates they are being offered and hospitals will refuse all but emergency care and Medicare patients.

     . They never mention the dangerous direction that healthcare is heading into, fueled by capricious increases in premiums every year but more so this year at between 23% to 61%, the death of more than 40k every year for lack of insurance, and no coverage of 51 million Americans. Unfortunately for the country, the GOP uses cafeteria scare tactics, where they pick and choose what to scare the American public with.
. Labor market and consumer prices data showed that the US economy is on a moderate growth path and that inflation pressures are contained, backing up the Federal Reserve’s vow to keep benchmark interest rates ultra-low for some time.

IV. International

. Afghan Pres. Hamid Karzai threatened to quit the political process and join the Taliban if he continues to come under outside pressure to reform, several members of Parliament said. It’s time to let this guy hang himself. He is a corrupt bum!

. More than 100 miners in China were pulled out alive (4/5) after being trapped for over a week in a flooded coal mine where some strapped themselves to the shafts’ walls to be able to sleep to stay alive. Some ate sawdust. Thirty-eight are still missing.

. In 2002, top-flight British law firm, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, in Hong Kong helped get Trinidad & Tobago-born businessman Krishna Maharaj who had been convicted of double murder, off death row in Florida. The firm represented Maharaj pro bono until 2008 when it applied unsuccessfully to get him out of jail.

. A South Korean Navy pursued a South Korean-owned supertanker believed to have been hijacked by pirates off Somalia’s coast, officials said.

. The Indian army will launch its month-long war games called “Yodha Shakti” in mid-April in the Thar Desert. India and Singapore have launched the Simbex naval war games in the eastern seaboard which will be undertaken in the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal.

. Even as controversy still rages over the Bush administration’s plan to divert more than $250 million in aid to Pakistan from counter-terrorism programs to stop the grounding of its F-16 fighter jets, the US has now involved Pakistani Air Force (PAF) to take ;art in its “Red Flag” war games.

. Indonesia will highlight the progress made in Myanmar’s reforms and the implementation of ASEAN blueprints on economic, political, socio-cultural issues at the 16th ASEAN Summit in Vietnam, the Foreign Ministry says.

. Former Minister Kaoru Yosano of Japan bolted from the LDP in preparation for the creation of a new party that he hopes will serve as an alternative to both the LDP and DPJ.

. Understanding the new economic model is where the economic vision to transform Malaysia into a competitive, knowledge-based, innovative and eco-efficient economy that will drive the country towards economic prosperity.

. Islamist militants attacked a US consulate in NW Pakistan with car bombs and grenades (4/5) killing 3 people, hours after 41 people died in a suicide attack on a political rally somewhere in the region. It illustrated the resilience of militants despite intense army operations and US missile strikes in their NW havens near Afghanistan.

. The Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism was presented with Agence France-Presse’s prestigious Kate Webb award for its outstanding contribution to press freedom. The Philippines is the world’s deadliest country for journalists. The dangers for reporters were highlighted last year with the massacre of 57 people, including 32 media workers, in the southern province of Maguindanao.

. Despite the recession, 9 out of 10 students who graduated from three local universities in Singapore last year found jobs within 6 months of gradation, according to the Ministry of Education statistics released (4/5).

. Pres. Mahindra Rajapaksa said his country attained middle-class status (per capita income of $2,053) during the last 5 years which is a unique achievement.

. South Korea has become an increasingly multicultural society with currently more than 1 million foreigners—from diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds now residing here either to work or study.

. The Kuomintang (KMT) in Taiwan threatened to push through a controversial draft out on innovative industry today despite calls from tax reform advocates to halt review of the bill.
. Jubilant red-shirted protesters in Thailand vowed (4/5) to keep up their efforts to over throw the government after a court declined to issue a legal order to evict them from Bangkok’s tourist hub.
V. Miscellaneous

. Those who use or revert to Boxbe will be automatically deleted from our distribution list of the AABR Business Bulletin. But you can access the bulletin by going directly to the Web site at www.aabronline.org
. BHO nominated Goodwin Liu to the US Court of Appeals from the Ninth Circuit. Mr. Liu is currently Associate Dean and Professor at the University of California-Berkeley School of Law. Currently there are no APAs serving as a federal appellate court judge.

. “We can do better. We can expand access for people with preexisting conditions. We can keep people from being kicked off their plans. We can lower costs and premiums. We can do all these things without undermining the thing we do best and without raising taxes that kill jobs in a bad economy.” (Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-KY)

This statement is full of good intentions but full of baloney. The GOP had 30 years to pass this bill which they didn’t. Talk is cheap. They had their chance again under GWB. They couldn’t and wouldn’t do anything that would upset the health insurance industry and the drug companies which “own” them. They are nothing more than high-priced political prostitutes who’ll say and do anything for money.  A cheap bunch at that!
. “Citizens are likely to quite logically conclude that this whole sequence is an economic absurdity: bank profits and bonuses take off, jobs and salaries remain at half mast and now we have to tighten our belts to repay the public debt, itself created to soak up the bankers’ financial follies… bankers who have returned to speculating, this time at the expense of governments…” (Thomas Piketty, Liberation) 

. “Supporters have regularly accused Obama of not being as tough or wily or forceful as LBJ was in pushing through civil rights and the social programs of his Great Society. Obama seemed willing to let Congress go its own way and was so anxious to look bipartisan that he wouldn’t even take his own side in arguments with Republicans…. Those days are over.” (E.J. Dionne, Jr.)

. “Companies spend billions of dollars figuring out how to convince us to buy this stuff while politicians spend millions trying to get our vote. Informing people about new products or policy positions is one thing, but studying our brains to find ways to manipulate is unacceptable.” (Matt Renner, Truthout)

. “You and the Democrats have been in charge now for over a year and not one banking regulation has been 
reinstated… The war in Afghanistan has escalated. And tens of thousands of Americans continue to lose their jobs 
and be thrown out of their homes. For most of us, it’s just simply no longer good enough that Bush is gone. Woo hoo! Bush is gone. Yippee! That hasn’t created one new friggin’ job.” (Michael Moore)

. “Our democracy is about differing and debate, and animate debate and passionate debate. But it is not about violence.” (House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, D-MD on death threats and incidents of harassment and vandalism aimed at Democrats for voting “yes” on the healthcare bill)

. “If we fail to learn the lessons of our history, we are bound to repeat them. I think all of us learned some great lessons from the ‘60s and ‘70s and there are some lessons none of us want to repeat, but one thing we know… ‘Silence is consent.’” (House Majority Whip James Clyburn, D-SC)

. I ask every member of the House & Senate leadership to state unequivocally tonight that it is never ok to harm or threaten elected officials and their families with anything more than political retribution. Here in America, we settle our political differences at the ballot box.” (Rep. Tom Perriello, D-VA; a propane gas line at his brother’s house was severed by a “Tea Party” activist, posted his address on a Web site and urged opponents to drop by to convey their opposition to his support of the healthcare bill)
     . The GOP tried everything “to kill the bill” with never-ending, ridiculous and stupid amendments, e.g., no Viagra for rapists & child molesters, for DC to have a referendum on same-sex marriage, de-fund ACORN (which is out of business), block committees from meeting. Their temper-tantrum is hilarious because they failed to have their way. It was a repeat of more than 15 years ago when they closed down Congress because Speaker Gingrich was seated at the back of the plane carrying the US delegation to and from the funeral of Israeli P.M. Y. Rabin. 
. Lest we forget, the eight years of GWB were years of ignominy, unfunded programs, borrowed money for two wars abroad, violation of the law against American citizens, deregulation of banks, and massive tax cuts that brought us to where we are today. Its actions showed its inability to govern. The current administration is doing its best to bring us sanity and solvency in spite of the opposition of the Republicans and their determination that it fails. We will never forget GWB and his words of wisdom. Some of his memorable pronouncements:
    *On Himself: “They misunderestimated me.” (Bentonville, AR; 11-06-00)

    “I know what I believe, I will continue to articulate what I believe and what I believe – I believe what I believe is right.” (Rome, 7-22-01)
    “There’s an old saying in TN – I know it’s in TX, probably in TN that says, ‘fool me once…shame on you. 

Fool me—you can’t get fooled again.’” (Nashville, TN, 9-17-02)

     “There’s no question that the minute I got elected, the storm clouds on the horizon were getting nearly directly overhead.” (Washington, DC, 5-11-01)

     “It’s clearly a budget. It’s a lot of numbers in it.” (Reuters, 5-5-00)

     “I want to thank my friend, Sen. Bill Frist, for joining us today He married a TX girl, I want you to know. Karyn is with us. A West TX girl, just like me.” (Nashville, TN, 5-27-04)

     *Foreign Affairs: “For a century and a half now, America and Japan have formed one of the great and enduring alliances of modern times.” (Tokyo, 2-18-02)
     “The war on terror involves Saddam Hussein because of the nature of Saddam Hussein, the history of Saddam Hussein, and his willingness to terrorize himself.” (Grand Rapids, MI, 1-29-03)

     “Our enemies were innovative and resourceful and so are we. They never stop thinking about new ways to harm our country and our people, and neither do we.” (WDC, 8-05-04)

     “I think war is a dangerous place.” (WDC, 5-07-03)

     “The ambassador and the general were briefing me on the—the vast majority of Iraqis want to live in a peaceful free world.. And we will find these people and we will bring them to justice.” (WDC, 10-27-03)

     “Free societies are hopeful societies. And free societies will be allies against these hateful few who have no conscience, who kill at a whim of a hat.” (WDC, 1-12-09)

     “You know one of the hardest parts of my job is to connect Iraq to the war on terror.” (CBS News, 9-06-06)
     “I’m telling you there’s an enemy that would like to attack America, Americans again. There just is. That’s the reality of the world. And I wish him all the very best.” (WDC, 1-12-09)

*Education: “Rarely is the question asked: Is our children learning?” (Florence, SC, 1-11-00)

     “Reading is the basics for all learning.” (Reston, VA, 3-28-00)

     “As governor of TX, I have set high standards for our public schools, and I have met those standards.” (CNN, 8-30-00)

     “You teach a child to read, and he or her will be able to pass a literacy test.”(Townsend, TN, 2-21-01)

     *Economics: “I understood small business + growth. I was one.” (New York Daily News, 2-19-00)

     “I do remain confident in Linda [Chavez]. She’ll make a fine Labor Secretary. From what I’ve read in the press accounts she’s perfectly qualified. (Austin, TX, 1-08-01)

     “First, let me make it very clear, poor people aren’t necessarily killers. Just because you happen to be not rich doesn’t mean you’re willing to kill.” (WDC, 6-19-03)

     *Healthcare: “I don’t think we need to be sublimable about the differences between our views on prescription drugs.” (Orlando, FL, 9-12-00)

     “Too many good docs are getting out of the business. Too many OB/GYN’s aren’t able to practice their love with women all across the country.” (Poplar Bluff, MO, 9-06-04)

     *Technology: “Will the highways on the Internet become more few?” (Concord, NH, 1-29-00)
     “It would be a mistake for the United States Senate to allow any kind of human cloning to come out of that chamber.” (WDC, 4-10-02)

     “Information is moving. You know, nightly news is one way, of course, but it’s also moving through the blogosphere and through the Internet.” (WDC, 5-02-07)

     *Out of Left Field: “I know that human beings and fish can co-exist peacefully.” (Saginaw, MI, 9-29-00)

     “Families is where our nation finds hope, where wings take dream.” La Crosse, WI, 10-18-00)

     “Those who enter the country illegally violate the law.” (Tuczon, AZ, 11-28-05)

     “That’s George Washington, the first president, of course. The interesting thing about him is that I read three—three or four book about him last year. Isn’t that interesting?” Speaking to reporter Kai Diekman, WDC, 5-05-06.

     *On Governing: “I have a different vision of leadership. A leader is someone who brings people together.” (Bartlett, TN, 8-18-00)

     “I’m the decider and I decide what is best.” (WDC, 4-18-06)

     “And the truth of the matter is--a lot of reports in Washington are never read by anybody. To show you how important this one is, I read it and [Tony Blair] reads it.” (On the publication of the Baker-Hamilton Report, WDC, 12-07-06)

     “All I can tell you is when the governor [Schwarzenegger] calls, I answer his phone.” (San Diego, 10-25-07)
     “I’ll be long gone before some smart person ever figures out what happened inside this oval office.” (WDC, 5-12-08)
. By law, emergency care cannot be withheld. Why pay for something you can get free? Of course, while it may be free for them, everyone else ends up paying the bills, either in higher insurance premium or in taxes. Some of my Libertarian friends balk at what looks like an individual mandate. But remember, someone has to pay for the healthcare that must, by law, be provided. Either the individual pays or the taxpayers pay. A free ride on government is not libertarian.” (Mitt Romney is wishy-washy for stating that his health plan with a mandate is somehow different from what BHO signed this week! Another GOP hypocrite!)

. “Nothing makes us more powerless than the corruption of our democracy by money. It undermines progress on every issue we face. If America is ever to deal with our critical problems, we’re going to need to sever the link between wealth and politics, a task made more challenging by the recent Supreme Court decision that overturned a hundred years of precedent to increase still further the influence of companies like Exxon, United Health and Goldman Sachs.” (Paul R. Loeb, Soul of A Citizen)
. “I’ll just tell you this, if this [Obamacare] passes and it’s five years from now and all that stuff gets implemented, I am leaving the country. I’ll go to Costa Rica.” (Rush Limbaugh) We’ll be waiting when this loudmouth leaves. We’ll make sure he is gone for good! Good riddance!

. “If you vote for Obamacare, we’ll vote you out of office. You can count on it. If you think the Tea Party Movement was big, you haven’t seen anything. We will work and night to make sure that you lose in Nov. We will set up voter drives to get people who haven’t voted in years. We will drive voters to the polls. We’ll start blogs. We’ll post your voting record and send it to hundreds of our friends. We’ll take advantage of every social network to get the message out. We’ll donate money to your opponent… lots of money. You’ll have a new employer in Jan. If you try to get back into government, we’ll be there to remind people that you voted for the takeover of our healthcare decisions. You have been warned.” (Patriot Depot and Vision to America used this scare tactic against legislators [congressmen & senators] who voted for healthcare)
     . To add insult to injury it had the audacity to remind us that in just 18 months Americans (their flinching illiterate and xenophobic base) of all persuasions have begun to miss GWB’’s strong leadership (inability to govern was a fact), a no-nonsense foreign policy (yes, Grecians and Timorians), pride-filled vision of American exceptionalism (it was a disaster that made many Americans ashamed of their country and its bullying of others when traveling overseas).
. “If healthcare reform really staggers across the finish line, it will be because of Pres. Obama and Congressional Democrats at long last—the truth that has been staring them in the face for more than a year. They’ll be better off politically if they just try their best to do the right thing.” (Eugene Robinson, Columnist for WP)

. One of the things that have bothered me is the attempt to try to de-legitimize his [BHO’s] presidency. It hurts the nation when that happens. We have to be very careful that President Obama’s presidency may not be destroyed by this debate… Even though I have many differences with him on policy, there’s something much bigger at stake here for America.” (Rep. Dennis Kucinich, D-OH on switching his vote from No to Yes on healthcare reform)

. “He couldn’t sell watermelons if you give him the state troopers to flag down traffic.” (Dan Rather—His statement raises doubts about the character and integrity of Dan Rather when it comes to black-white relations. But it finally surfaced. This statement in the Chris Matthews’ Show on March 7 also discussed the expected GOP strategy for the Nov. elections. Be ready for racial slurs to be hurled against the President and GOP robo calls in many Democratic districts. They will drown the airwaves and flood the TVs with misleading and outright false advertisement about their accomplishments and attack their opponents with a vengeance unseen before, and resort to bullying and intimidation, a strategy that has served them well in the past.
. “Such a proposed amendment is counter-intuitive and would undermine the separation between research and 
investment banking. The parties’ proposed modification would deconstruct the firewall between research analysts and investment bankers.” (US District Judge William H. Pauley)

. “The conflict [between Israelis and Palestinians in Gaza] foments anti-American sentiment due to a perception of US favoritism towards Israel.” (Gen. David Petraeus, whose comments raised eyebrows in Washington and overseas because they suggested that US military officials were embracing the idea that failure to resolve the conflict had begun to imperil American lives.)
. “Israeli policies have transcended personal affront or embarrassment to American officials and are causing the US real pain beyond the Arab-Israeli arena. This is something new and therefore the US is reacting with unusually strong, public and repeated criticisms of Israel’s settlement policies and its general peace-negotiating posture.” Kami Khouri, Editor at Large of Beirut’s Daily Star)
. Weirdest Ads:

· Used tombstone, perfect for someone named Homer Hendel Bergen Heizel. One only (Homer’s lucky day). Ph. 1-888-xxx-xxxx

· Pig—I saw you at Tiki Bobs. You grabbed my butt and I told you that if you did it again I’d kill you. You did it. I need your address now (a reasonable request).
· Wanted: Somebody to go back in time with me. This is not a joke. PO Box 322, Oakview, CA 93022. You’ll get paid after we get back. Must bring your own weapons. Safety not guaranteed, I have only done this once before. (This is not a joke!)

· 24-Hour Service Animal Control, Joe Sweeney, Removal of Nuisance, Wild Animals, Chimney Caps, Rats & Bats. (203) 421-xxxx; 61 Old Toll Road, Madison (If only someone would take away annoying babies!)

· If you have no idea what to give her for Valentine’s Day… Imagine how overwhelming arranging her funeral would be. Give her the perfect gift, make pre-arrangements as a couple with the affordable funeral services or affordable cremation. Compassion is our passion. (The gift that keeps on giving!)
· Now I know what to do next time my parents die… (For your backup Parents) If you are inheriting someone’s IRA/401K/TSP or Annuity. 

· 200 Playboy Magazines and other adult magazines. Will trade for guns. Call xxx-xxx-xxxx. (Fair trade)

· Evangelist: Roger Hills—Morning Service 10:30am “Preparing for Marriage;” Evening Service 6:00pm “A Look at Hell” (a logical sequence)

· Used Toilet Paper – For sale! I have a wide selection of brands and designs. Call for details and prices xxx-xxx-xxxx. (Yes, details are needed)

· Full Size Mattress. Royal tonic; 20-year warranty. Like new, slight urine smell. $40.00 (818) 222-xxxx. (Not to worry; it’s just slight)
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