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I. General

. When pampered populist Diva Sarah Paylin delivers a speech this summer to the Stanislaus Foundation in CA, audience questions will be pre-screened (a designated representative will ask questions directly of her), her water bottle would have bendable straws, the podium must be made of wood, not thin and not be made of fiberglass,   and she’ll get 3 rooms at a luxury hotel, according to a contract found in a trash bin by college students. If she doesn’t fly commercial, the private aircraft must be a Lear 60 or larger. 
     . The dangers of “death panels” were explained to Americans on Sarah Paylin’s Facebook page. Recently released documents show clearly Tripp Palin Johnston has socialized healthcare through the Indian Health Services and the Alaska Native Medical Center. Palin’s family has federally funded healthcare afforded to them… but if you have it, BHO might kill you. Add to Palin’s Greatest Hypocritical Hits. (Shannyn Moore)
. The Party of Family Values, whose hypocrisy the average decent Republican is ashamed of, was slammed by one of their senior people in the person of State Sen. Roy Ashburn (you guess it; he is a Republican from CA) and is a fierce opponent of gay rights (to win votes) was driving drunk (they think they are above the law) after leaving a gay nightclub. When the officer stopped the state-owned vehicle, there was an unidentified man in the passenger seat.

. Extremist groups surged in the US in 2009, with anti-government “Patriot” militias leading the way, says the new report from the Southern Poverty Law Center. It singled out Glen Beck (the entertainer clown) and Rep. Michelle Bachmann (the habitual liar) for popularizing militia movement ideas.

. April 15 is the deadline to pay taxes to the IRS. Every year at this time, the debate on “flat tax” is back. Flat-tax advocates argue that the current system is inherently unfair because the wealthy pay taxes at higher rates than the poor people who oppose the flat tax do so for that very reason: they think rich people should pay a higher percentage of their income taxed because it is the right thing to do. (Frank Ahrens, WP)

. If the link between economic growth and job creation really is broken, then Capitalism as we’ve known it for the past seventy years may be dead and gone (or, at the very least, transformed into something very different). Our American concept of Capitalism has been based on the ability to produce an ever-rising standard for most of our people, especially the middle class.
. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. In other words, we have a world which it’s ok to treat someone whoever we wish, as long as we’ve labeled them a criminal. This labeling can be arbitrary, since many have decided that African-Americans deserve that label far more than others: they are more than likely to be arrested and convicted, even when they commit the same crimes, and they get longer sentences than whites. This is wrong!
     . The Democracy Restoration Act is a bill introduced by Sen. Russ Feingold and Rep. John Conyers that would give ex-convicts the right to vote. The disenfranchisement of felons undermines the strength of the black family since many of these citizens are no longer able to vote, find jobs or re-integrate in a productive way. 

. The healthcare debate is a wake-up call to Democrats to stop compromising with the GOP, stop watering down their votes, stop the weakened provisions, stop wider loopholes, stop softened regulations to reenergize their base. Otherwise there will be a lot of no-show support at the polls.
. With the mid-term elections eight months away, Democrats have time to turn things around by making progress on healthcare and jobs. And even if they don’t, voters’ record-high disgust with Congress will cost more Republicans their seats as well. There is no basis for Charlie Cook’s unrealistically optimistic predictions that Republicans (his clients; what else is new?) are going to retake the House in November.

. Former New York Times editor Howell Raines has come out with a Washington Post opinion piece headlined “Fox News: Unfair, Unbalanced and Unchecked.” He takes it to task for failing to blow the whistle on Roger Ailes, Chief of Fox News, for using the network to conduct a “propaganda campaign against the Obama administration. Specifically, Ailes has overturned standards of fairness and objectivity that have guided American print and broadcast journalists since World War II.” 

. Justice John Paul Stevens is retiring when the current session ends in June. He was a moderate Republican when Pres. Gerald Ford appointed him 1975. Over the years he morphed into the leader of the Court’s liberal wing, now in the minority. His announcement gives the White House time to review and vet candidates in advance of what promises to be a hot summertime confirmation presentation on Capitol Hill.

. It may be time to reconsider our membership in the United Nations and return the tax savings back to the American workers who are having to skimp and sacrifice to pay the taxes. Various Arab /Islamic states are recorded in both the UN and State Dept. records: Kuwait votes against the US 67% of the time; Qatar 67%; Morocco 74%;  UAE 70%; Jordan 71%; Tunisia 71%; Saudi Arabia 73%; Yemen 74%; Algeria 74%; Oman 74%;

Sudan 75%; Pakistan 75%; Libya 76%; Egypt 79%; Lebanon 80%; India 81%; Syria 84%; Mauritania 87%.

     . US foreign aid to countries that hate us: Egypt receives $2 billion annually in foreign aid; Jordan receives $192,814,000; Pakistan receives $6,721,000; India receives $143,699,000.
. The Israeli-Palestinian debate rages as fiercely at Berkeley as it does in Jerusalem. Naomi Klein has written a letter to students in support of their “Bill in Support of UC Divestment from War Crimes.” The historic bill resolves to divest ASUC’s assets from two American companies—General Electric and United Technologies that “are materially and militarily supporting the Israeli government’s occupation of the Palestinian territories” and to advocate that UC withdraw about $135 million invested in companies that profit from Israel’s illegal action in the Occupied Territories.

. It is clear that the mine accident in WV could have been easily avoided. But the mine’s CEO (Dan Blankenship) has gamed the loophole-laden mine safety enforcement system, Massey Energy and other similar companies have used the law as a shield to avoid tougher enforcement measures by appealing safety citations and overwhelm the weak Mine Safety & Health Administration (MSHA) with a backlog of appeals. (Art Levine, Truthout)
. A mother in the US has a 10x greater chance of dying in childbirth than a mother does in Ireland. If you really want to reduce abortions, you’d have to ask yourself this question: why does godless France, where abortion is nearly free (it’s covered by universal health insurance) have 20% fewer abortion per capita than we do? What is amazing is that we can’t even get an abortion in America in 87% of our counties because there isn’t a single doctor in those counties who will perform one. The Right has scared them all to death if they do it.
. Scientists in Japan have engineered an insect producing a natural vaccine protein in its saliva which is injected into the bloodstream when it bites. The “prototype” mosquito carries a vaccine against leishmania, another potentially fatal parasite disease spread by sand flies.
. The League of American Voters has been persistent in demonizing BHO and Pelosi blaming them for “going against the will of the American people” (a capricious statement) and spread another lie that BHO’s next move is the “legalization of 12 million illegals in this country to add new voters to the electoral rolls to skew the elections in 2010 and 2012. We won’t give up—If you only support us with your contributions (always asking for money), we will win other battles down the road.” How often and how long are you going to dip your dirty hands into our pockets! The cash cow is real! Get a job!

. Dick Armey must be stewing in frustration and disappointment when he warned that BHO “will redouble his efforts to transform America by escalating the size and reach of the government.” Poor Dickey! He’ll do the county a big favor by keeping his mouth shut. No one wants to listen to talking points from the GOP and the insurance industry.
. Amazing Holes—These holes are not only amazing, but some are really terrifying. The sheer scale of these holes reminds us of just how unique they are: 1) Kimberley Bay Hole, South Africa is the largest ever hand-dug excavation in the world; this 1,097 meter deep mine yielded over three tons of diamonds before being closed.
     2) Glory Hole, Monticello Dam, CA. A glory hole is used when a dam is at full capacity and water needs to be drained from the reservoir. It is the largest spillway of this type in the world and consumes 14,400 cubic feet of water every second.

     3) Great Blue Hole, Belize. There are numerous blue holes around the world but none as stunning as this one. This incredible geographical phenomenon known as a “blue hole” is situated 60 miles off the mainland of Belize.
     4) A large sinkhole that occurred in Guatemala swallowed two dozen homes and killed at least three people
     5) Shit Hole (Congress), WDC – This hole swallows trillions of US dollars annually. The money that falls into this hole is never heard from again. It is reported to be filled with at least 535 “ass holes.”

. Karl Rove was heckled and branded as a “war criminal” at a book signing ceremony in Beverly Hill, CA. Several anti-war protesters interrupted his talk to accuse him and the administration he served of lying to the American people about the threat Iraq posed to the US and thus taking the country to war.

. The largest flower in the world is the Amorphophallus Titanium (Rio Blanco, Vera Cruz, Mexico). It is two 
meters high and weighs 75 kilos. It has the peculiarity of blooming only during three days every 40 years. You’d see only once or twice in a lifetime. It is also called “Cadaverous Flower.”
. GWB said he is not fear-mongering; he is personally afraid for the United States.
     . The Washington region is the worst place in the country for people who suffer from allergies.

II. Private Sector

. Since the start of the Great Depression, in 12/2007 the US economy shed 8.4 million jobs and failed to create another 2.7 million required by an ever-larger pool of potential workers. That leaves us more than 11 million jobs behind. The number is worse if you include everyone, including part-time, those full-time at fewer hours and people who are overqualified in the jobs they’re in.
     . The cost-cutting moves, e.g., substituting more computerized equipment for labor, greater use of numerically-controlled machine tools, robotics and a wide range of office software, have allowed many companies to show profits notwithstanding relatively poor sales. The only way many of today’s jobless are likely to retain their jobs or get new ones is by settling for much lower wages and benefits. (Robert Reich)
. We had an $8-trillion housing bubble. It was incredible that it could collapse. Bubbles do that. When we get an oversized housing market, bidders build more houses. That’s because it becomes very profitable to build homes when prices are high. If builders keep building lots of homes, then eventually there will not enough people to buy them at bubble-inflated prices, even with loony mortgages being pushed at the time by Wall Street banks.
     . When people can no longer buy homes, their prices drop. When their prices drop, people will default on their mortgages and banks lose a lot of money. The falloff in construction and consumption implies more than $1 trillion in lost demand in the economy. (Dean Baker)

. Goldman Sachs not only helped create a financial mess, but former executives, newly ensconced in various and even mysterious positions of government power, enabled their firms and likely themselves, to profit greatly from the supposed cleanup. It’s now easier to understand why Americans now sharply question whether their interests were really being served in the bailout process. (Robert Prasch, How Markets Work: Supply, Demand and “The Real World”)
. The big banks face a difficult dilemma. They can agree to sensible reforms (this will never happen under the GOP); as a matter of fact they want less government regulation and rein in the excesses of the past decades. Or, they can simply decide to screw customers, but do it openly this time, since they have so much market share it almost doesn’t matter what customers think. (James Kwak, The Baseline Scenario)
. It’s time to break up the large banks into units that aren’t too big to fail, making future bailouts unnecessary and restoring market discipline. In the face of financial crisis, the US GOVT provided cash and guarantees to financial institutions whose failure might bring down the whole system..

     . The rescue was necessary, but it put taxpayers on the hook for potentially large losses. It also established a dangerous precedent. Big financial institutions will be bailed out in times of crisis. This will encourage even riskier behavior in the future, since executives at big banks will know that it’s heads they win, tails taxpayers lose.

. Vulture funds are used to grab assets of poor nations. The British Parliament recently banned the use of British courts from the practice; it is time for the US to follow suit. “Vulture” is a hedge fund industry term for the financiers who buy up the right to collect old loans of the world’s poorest nations, from lawsuits to bribery to hiring Henry Kissinger’s lobby firm to muscle destitute countries into turning over their meager foreign aid funds.

. The next battleground: Financial Reform. Taking center stage in this fight are financial instruments known as derivatives. Sen. Blanche Lincoln (D-AR) is advocating new rules that would force the nation’s largest banks to stop trading nearly all kinds of derivatives that would dramatically reshape several critical markets and deprive the firms of “major source of revenue at $20 to $40 billion a year.”

     . Her proposal sent shudder through Wall Street. For the past 20 years, five US banks, e.g., JP Morgan Chase, Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley, Bank of America and Citigroup have acted as middlemen, allowing commercial firms and financial speculators to trade international goods such as oil, natural gas and cotton as well as contracts called derivatives. They are essentially side bets on which such commodities, stocks and other assets will move.
     . Derivatives have been traded on Wall Street for decades, but they exploded in popularity over the past decade with the help of big banks which reaped a windfall in fees for such services. The Senate and House agriculture committees have long played a leading role in the oversight of derivatives related to commodities. But the activity expanded well beyond trading in farm products, and most derivatives today are beyond the reach of regulators.

     . Before the April Congressional recess ended last week, Republicans and Democrats were sparring primarily over the proposed creation of a consumer protection agency. But industry lobbyists say they are no longer pressing the issue. Why? Because the Party of No (which everyone recognizes today) is wary of appearing to defend Wall Street, which owns many of them at a time when polls show the industry is hated by voters for the economic mess. (David Cho et al., WP) 
. The International Monetary Fund provides us with a somber job forecast. Economic recovery will do little to bring down unemployment in Europe, the United States and other developed countries for nearly two more years. Its latest report highlighted the lingering challenges of the worst recession in decades.

. MA announced plans to move millions of dollars in state investments out of some of the nation’s biggest banks, e.g., BoA ($231 million), Citigroup ($9 million) and Wells Fargo ($3 million) to protest credit card interest rates. Six states have considered bills this year that would give preference to community banks in providing government financial services but none of them passed.

      . Several other labor and religious groups also announced plans to move money from large banks. Lutheran churches in MO said they moved $25 million in investment into community banks, while Civil Service Employees Assn. Local 1000 said it would consider a shift.
. Col. Lawrence Wilkerson, Chief of Staff to former Secretary of State Colin Powell during GWB’s first-term claims that Bush, Cheney and others knew the vast majority of prisoners captured in the so-called War on Terror were innocent and the administration refused to set them free because of political repercussions that would have ensued.
. In Prague, BHO signed the modest START 1 Follow-On Treaty, or “New START” between the US and Russia. 

It helps to stabilize the relationship between the two remaining nuclear superpowers, extends and updates 

verification measures, setting the stage for negotiating deeper reductions later. (Dr. Joseph Gunn, Director of Peace & Economic Security Program of the American Friends Service Committee)
. Pres. Hamid Karzai’s criticism of western influence intended to be anti-foreigner is not going to help him with Afghans at a  time when he is dependent on the West, and when public support for aid to Afghanistan is fragile and flagging.

. Fox News (fair and balanced?) was caught in another lie when interviews with LL Cool (aka James Todd Smith) and Toby Keith that were shot in the past were being presented as if they were brand new. It is deceitful! Toby Keith decried his interview used for this event without his knowledge.

. A federal intelligence note is warning police that anti-government groups call to remove dozens of governors may encourage others to act violently. The FBI associated the latter with “sovereign citizens” most of whom believe they have no specific knowledge of plans to use violence, but they caution police to be aware in case other individuals interpret the letters “as justification for violence or other criminal actions.”

. Ten of the Attorneys-General plan to band together in a collection lawsuit on behalf of AL, FL, NE, NC, ND, PA, SC, SD, TX, UT & WA. They better review the Constitution, or they’ll be the laughingstock in this country. The Republicans have tried every maneuver from scaring the American people that healthcare will never pass, to

Armageddon if it passes, and to other nonsense that is either laughable or unfortunate.

     . What is their agenda hiding under the veneer of a lawsuit? Is this to gain attention for something presently unseen, like the AG of SC running for governor and AG Bill McCollum running for governor in FL to score cheap political points by threatening to go to court over the healthcare measure?
. Gov. Charlie Crist asked federal authorities to investigate the GOP in FL amid growing concerns about secret deals and mismanagement. When corruption is involved, a Republican must be at the helm. There are Republicans out there who do not like what is going on but are opposed to the government investigation. And they have kept their silence far so long.

     . This is GOP in action today. They wrap themselves in the flag so that they can call themselves patriots, tell the gullible Fox crowd they are the real Americans; there’s a sucker born every minute, while emptying out their donors’ pockets. They are the GOP equivalent of “Grifters” and Jimmy Swaggart-type evangelical preachers.

     . The Party of Family Values once again shows its true colors. They might as well change the name to Dewey Cheatam & Howe.  It’s bad enough they were a Party of Dirty Tricks, Watergate, Phone Tapping the Democrats in the White House and Diebold Computer reprogramming that was used just for rigging elections. Now they have turned on themselves. Money corrupts everything. 
. The GOP is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the insurance industry, a statement that made Republicans squeal like pigs and demanding vociferously that these words be taken down, as they say in the House. But they can’t say it’s not true.
. Supporters of the Democrats accuse them of not trying enough before waving the white flag in the case of the preemptive surrender on Consumer Financial Protection. In the hope of attracting GOP votes, Senate Democrats have preemptively surrendered. They have mastered the art of negotiating against themselves.
. Gov. Duval Patrick of MA made good on his promise to reject health insurance rate increases deemed excessive. The Division of Insurance denied 235 of the 274 increases proposed by insurers for plans covering individuals and small businesses.
. Bernie Kerik (Rudy Giuliani’s buddy) raked in $12 million over a 6-year period that included his glory years of national acclaim as a 9/11 hero. It is really amazing that this cheap crook achieved such wealth and lofty position. He could also have become head of DHS under GWB.
III. Federal Government

. According to the Congressional Research Service, $55.2 billion in weapons deals were concluded worldwide in 2008. The US was responsible for $37.8 billion in weapons sales of 68.4% of the total trade. We call it “America’s global arms trade.” This is misleading when one nation accounts for nearly 70% of the weapons sales.

. The GOP is worried that their idealistic slogan “Repeal the bill” is going to backfire on them in Nov. They are concerned that if voters start to see the benefits from the healthcare reform bill, they may reconsider supporting the GOP. Meanwhile, Democrats are hopeful that the Republicans will continue to push for repeal, so they can be too far to the right for moderate voters to support them.
     . They are changing their tune by underlining the bill’s negative effects on jobs, the economy and deficits. Sen. John Cornyn of TX who hates BHO, changed his stance dramatically in recent weeks. Now he is focusing on “misplaced priorities” of the administration. But it’s harder to justify concerns for financial consequences over the preservation of life. How can the richest country in the world not help other Americans in their hour of need when we pour enormous amounts of money and resources on other countries that were hit by natural catastrophe?
. Critics of the Pres. Obama and his administration would like to bury his accomplishments during his first year in 

office if we let them. The following is what was accomplished in his first year in office. They just cannot stand what he has accomplished to date, in spite of their unfair and vitriolic criticisms and active obstruction in governance. Check for yourself:
*Ordered all federal agencies to undertake a study and make recommendations for ways to cut spending and a 
review of all federal operations to identify and cut wasteful spending and practices.

     *Initiated enforcement for equal pay for women. The bill (Equal Pay for Equal Work) was passed and enacted in January.

     *Began the withdrawal of US troops from Iraq and ended the previous stop-loss policy that kept soldiers in Iraq-Afghanistan longer than enlistment date.
     *Deployed additional troops to Afghanistan; approved new Afghan war policy that limits aerial bombing and priorities aid, development of infrastructure, diplomacy and good government practices by Afghans

     *Covered expenses of families of fallen soldiers when body arrives at Dover Air Force Base and ended media blackout on war casualties, providing full information.

     *Underscored for White House and the federal government respect for the Freedom of Information Act
*Limited lobbyists’ access to the White House and White House aides’ working with lobbyists after tenure in the administration; limited salaries of senior White House aide to $100k.
     *Instructed all federal agencies to promote openness and transparency as much as possible.

     *Removed restrictions on and promoted support for embryonic stem-cell and new biomedical research; approved new federal funding for science and research labs.
     *Allowed states to enact federal fuel efficiency and pollution standards above federal standards.

     *Increased federal structure (roads, bridges, power plants) after years of neglect; provided funds for high-speed, broad-band and Internet access to K-12 schools, and new school construction.

     *Phased out prison at Guantanamo amidst opposition of Republicans and their political posturing.

     *Provided rescue plan to auto industry, housing market; financial and banking system; made available $789 billion economic stimulus plan.
     *Closed down secret detention facilities in E. Europe and elsewhere, to the consternation of the GOP.
*Ended the previous policy of torture (by Bush/Cheney) in compliance with the Geneva Convention standards. 
(The Attorney-General is investigating civil rights abuses that were ignored by GWB; he reversed the global gag 
rule on doctors and provides funding for international family planning groups)
     *Required interrogators to follow procedures of the Army Field Manual when questioning prisoners.

     *Provided better body armors to our troops.
     *Cut missile defense program by $1.4 billion in 2010 (a big waste which benefits solely large political contributors to the GOP).

     *Restarted the nuclear non-proliferation talks and built back up the nuclear inspection infrastructure/protocols.

The New START Program was signed with Russia earlier in April amidst GOP frenzied reaction that BHO is naïve, weak, or a traitor, even though he took the same position as Ronald Reagan..
*Re-engaged in the treaties/agreement to protect the Antartic and talks on global warming and greenhouse gas emissions.
     *Visited more countries and met with more world leaders than any president in his first six months in office.

     *Brought about the successful release of a US captain held by Somali pirates; authorized the SEALs to do their job; increased US Navy patrols off Somali Coast.

     *Approved tax write-off for those who buy hybrid automobiles; offered vouchers to trade in fuel-inefficient, polluting old clunkers for new cars to stimulate auto sale.

     *Purchased fuel-efficient American-made fleet for the federal government.

     *Expanded SCHIP program to cover healthcare for 4 million more children; expanded vaccination program..

     *Signed national service legislation and expanded national youth service program.

     *Institute new policy on Cuba allowing Cuban families to return home to visit loved ones.
     *Ended the previous policy of not regulating and labeling carbon dioxide emissions.

*Ended the previous policy of offering tax benefits to corporations that outsource American jobs; the new policy is to promote in-sourcing to bring jobs back.

     *Ended the practice of protecting credit card companies; in place of it are new consumer protections from credit card industry’s predatory practices.   

     *Made immediate and efficient response to the floods in North Dakota and other natural disasters.

     *Negotiated deal with Swiss banks to permit US GOVT to gain access and records of tax scoundrels and criminals.
     *Required energy producing plants to begin producing 15% of their energy from renewable resources; 
announced long-term development of a national energy grid with renewable sources and cleaner, more efficient energy production.
     *Lowered drug costs for seniors; closed offshore tax havens.
     *Ended the previous practice of forbidding Medicare from negotiating with drug manufacturers for cheaper drugs; the FED GOVT saves millions of dollars is its immediate consequence.
*Increased pay & benefits and improved housing for military personnel; initiated a new policy to promote 
federal hiring of military spouses; improved conditions at Walter Reed Military Hospital and other military 
hospitals; authorized construction/opening of additional health centers to care for veterans.
     *Increased student loans; refinanced loans for students struggling to make college loan payments.
     *Increased opportunities in AmeriCorps program; ordered review of hurricane & natural disaster preparedness.
     *Sent envoys to Middle East and other parts pf the world that have been neglected for years; re-engaged in 
multilateral and bilateral talks and diplomacy.
     *Established a new cyber-security office; ended previous policy of awarding no-bid contracts, and a National 
Performance Officer charged with saving the FED GOVT money and making federal operations more efficient.
     *Held more press conferences and town hall meetings and media access than the previous administration.
     *Instituted new focus on mortgage fraud.

*Began the process of reforming and restructuring the military 20 years after the Cold War to a more modern fighting force, including new procurement policies, increasing the size of the military, use of new technology and cyber units and operations, etc.

     *Ordered FDA to regulate tobacco; ended previous policy of cutting the FDA and circumventing FDA rules.

     *Ended the previous practice of having the White House aides rewrite scientific and environmental rules, regulations and reports. 

     *Authorized discussions with North Korea and the private mission of Bill Clinton to secure the release of two Americans held in prison.

     *Authorized the discussion with Myanmar and the mission by Sen. Jim Webb to secure the release of an American held captive.

     *Made small loans available to small business.
     *Established independent commissions to make recommendations on slowing the costs of Medicare.

     *Appointed the first Latina to the Supreme Court.
*Returned money authorized for refurbishment of White House offices and private living quarters; paid for redecoration of White House living quarters out of his own pocket; held first Seder in the White House.

     *Reformed the nation’s healthcare system (which works within the current structure with $600 billion in funding) which is the most extensive in the world yet leaves more than 50 million without health insurance and millions more under-insured.

     *Signed 3 executive orders clarifying what unions can and can’t do

     *Renewed loan guarantees for Israel.

     *Signed in March an act requiring full scientific review of projects which may endanger species of plants or wild life.

     *Prepares to push for comprehensive immigration reform, education reform (ED secretary has $5 billion of discretionary spending to improve education), and energy reform (is more science-friendly with the secretary being a scientist; proposed annual budget that funds clean energy significantly more). (Robert Watson, Coordinator of American Studies, Lynn University, Boca Raton, FL)

. If BHO was trying to gain GOP support for his energy plan, the early reaction to his drilling plan is not a good sign. Environmental groups responded with outrage at his decision, fearing that drilling would damage sensitive marine environments, especially in the Alaskan Arctic, a sign over which greens have been fighting oil companies for years.
     . Conservatives reacted cautiously displeased with BHO’s declaration that some coastal territory would remain untouched. In addition to Bristol Bay, the Atlantic coast from NJ northward would be closed to exploration, as would the entire Pacific coastline.

. CREW filed complaints with IRS and FTC, calling out the deception and illegal practices of Sean Hannity, his Freedom Concerts, the Freedom Alliance deal with Lt. Col. Oliver North. What’s surprising about these cheats? Contributions (100%) to Freedom Alliance’s scholarship fund for children of killed or wounded veterans are not true as claimed. They are collected by Premier Marketing which organizes Hannity’s and North’s paid speaking events that gives a portion of the proceeds to the scholarship fund.

     . Freedom Alliance also violates its tax status as a charitable organization by engaging in political activities, rents its mailing list to a GOP-linked communications firm and organizes yearly “Freedom Cruises” with GOP figures, like Gingrich, Armey and Steele.
. House members raised $28 million in campaign contribution (or bribes as the Huffington Post calls them) in the last 3 months of the year, bringing the total for 2009 to $294 million, according to the Center for Responsible Politics. The average congressman raked in $680k. Senators raised #36 million in Q4, $152 million for the year. The average senator raised $1.6 million.
. Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK), a stalwart conservative, defended Speaker Nancy Pelosi that just because somebody disagrees with you doesn’t mean they’re not a good person, and took a few shots at Fox News for misleading viewers. During the heat of the debate, he warned that the Democrats’ healthcare plan would shorten the lives of Americans and encouraged prayer for Sen. Robert Byrd’s (D-WV) death before the crucial vote.

. DOJ was formally to begin regulating AIPAC as a foreign agent of the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A 392-page legal filing presented by a 4-person delegation in a 2-hour meeting with top officials of the Internal Security Section substantiated the following case for AIPAC’s immediate registration: AIPAC is a spin-off of the American Zionist Council (AZC) which was registered in Nov 1962; AIPAC’s founder was Isaiah Kenan, CIO for the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs in New York; espionage-related FBI investigation in 1984 and 2005 reveal AIPAC’s ongoing stealth foreign agency activities; AIPAC’s executive committee consists of the original members of AZC in addition to newer members.

. The Credit Card Accountability and Responsibility and Disclosure Act of 2009 is now law, a major Democratic triumph. Finally, some of the most exploitative and wicked scams orchestrated by one of the most predatory and nefarious industries have been officially banned. This was a major victory in the effort to reform the financial sector. No more random rate hikes. No retroactive rate hikes Fair warning! Transparency! But watch the credit card companies come up with new, cruel and unusual ways to screw us hard. (Bob Cesca)
. Sam Fox, a top GOP fundraiser and former ambassador to Belgium under GWB, quit after he “lost confidence” in RNC Chairman Michael Steele. It is a big loss, because he was on the RNC’s few remaining connection to the GOP establishment and was received as the heaviest hitters among fundraisers.

. If the Senate isn’t prepared to give consumers an independent cop on the beat, if it isn’t ready to break up banks that taxpayers will have to bail out, if it isn’t willing to require that your stock broker acts in your interest, then raise bloody hell! (Robert Borosage) 
. Why would Sen. Richard Shelby (R-AL) oppose the Consumer Financial Protection Agency and fight against the interests of the people of AL? Simple! Because the banks and credit card companies gave him a ton of cash. It’s hard to get real information with all the news outlets being owned by big corporations. (Adam McKay)

. Some in the media will try to paint the effort to hold Sen. Blanche Lincoln (D-AR) as a purge of moderates from the Democratic Party. It’s not! Blanche Lincoln is a radical corporatist that’s out of center of everything. Conservatives and liberals alike are tired of watching senators like Lincoln raise million in campaign cash and vote for one bailout after another as if there’s no connection. (Jane Hamsher)
. Thanks to a long-standing tax-exemption, Missouri’s marina set can opt to pay a small fee in lieu of sales taxes and shave as much as $30k off the purchase of a $520k boat. (Mike McGraw, Kansas City Star)
IV. International

. A new study by the World Bank found that it is “within reach” of the region’s governments to mitigate climate change without compromising economic growth while improving energy security. Major countries in East Asia will have to invest an additional $80 billion a year or $1.6 trillion into low-carbon technologies for the next two decades to stabilize the region’s growing carbon emissions.
. US Deputy Secretary of State James Steinberg arrived in Dhaka from India for a 2-day visit. He was appointed by BHO as the Principal Deputy to Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. He was the highest administration official to visit Bangladesh and met with government officials, and other political, business, civil society and opinion leaders, including PM Sheikh Hasina and Foreign Minister  Dipu Moni.
. Three bomb blasts during a New Year’s Water Festival in Rangoon’s sprawling Kandawgyi Lake killed 9 peope, the deadliest attack in 5 years the country (Burma) ruled by an iron-fisted regime.
. Google will stop censuring research results on its site in China, forcing authorities in Beijing to decide whether they are wiling to forsake one of the most important tools of modern technology to that they can maintain their iron grip over the flow of information.
. New Delhi is a mega-city of over 15 million with middle-class suburbs, shopping malls, traffic jams and pollution. India has opened its economy to the world and embraced private enterprise. It is a country of extreme wealth and poverty, religious tensions and still keeps many women in second-class citizenship.
. Indonesia will provide technical coaching on handling freshwater fish to representatives of 8 Asian Pacific countries, who are coming together to share knowledge to ensure the quality of freshwater fish in each country. The 11 participants attending the 10day (April 20-29) training program come from 9 countries—Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Fiji, Lao,, Sri Lanka, Timor-Leste, Vanuatu and Indonesia.               
. About 15,000 rallied here to protest a plan to transfer elements of a US military base from Okinawa Prefecture to this island, organizers said. They crowded a fishing port to oppose an option suggested by the government of Yukio Hatoyama (Japan) for relocating helicopter operations at the US Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in Ginowan, Okinawa Prefecture.

. There is mounting evidence that Kim Jong IL is losing the propaganda war inside North Korea, with more than half of the population now listening to foreign news, grass-roots cynicism undercutting state myths and discontent rising even among elites.
. An external explosion from a torpedo or a mine probably sank the South Korean ship three weeks ago near a disputed sea border with North Korea, a government investigation said.
. Thousands of protesters, furious over corruption and spiraling utility bills seized internal security headquarters, a state TV channel and other levers of power in Kyrgystan after government forces fatally shot dozens of demonstrators and wounded hundreds.

. Pakistan’s Parliament is expected to pass constitutional changes in the coming weeks that would vastly curtail the powers of Pres. Zardari, e.g. dissolve Parliament’s lower house, appoint army chief, etc., effectively sidelining 

the unpopular leader of the nation’s weak civilian government,
. At least 15 state prosecutors urged the Dept. of Justice (DOJ) Secretary Alberto Agra to reverse his earlier decision to drop charges against two members of the Ampatuan clan blamed for the murders fm57 people, most of whom were journalists in Maguindanao last November.
. Singapore Airlines will likely suffer the biggest loss among Asian carriers from disruption caused by a volcanic ash cloud that has shut down airports in Europe, according to UOB-Kay Hian Research.
. Pres. Mahinda of Sri Lanka told the newly elected UPFA Parliamentarians that in the future journey of the country pioneered by the Mahinda Christmas program, their single aim should be the development of the country..
. Tsai Ing-wen invited the administration of Pres. Ma Ying-jeon to demonstrate its sincerity by supporting holding a referendum on the proposed ECFA (Economic Cooperation Framework Agreement) with China.

. Thai troops armed with assault rifles moved into Bangkok’s central business district to stop thousands of anti-government protesters threatening to march down Silom Road, the capital’s Wall Street. The government had earlier declared Silom Road off-limits to protesters who are camped in the capital’s main shopping district nearly for weeks.
V. Miscellaneous

. Do not open any message with attachment called: Black in the White House, regardless as to who sent it to you. It is a virus that opens an Olympic torch that burns the whole hard disk C of your computer. It simply destroys the Zero Sector of the hard disk where vital information function s stored.

. It was absolutely critical that everybody be together because if the proponents of the bill were able to say it was bipartisan, it tended to convey to the public that this was okay, they must have figured it out.” (Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-KY  as to why no Republican may vote for the healthcare bill; this may be the end in Nov for Sen. Olympia Snowe who has shown no independence in her votes) Do not forget McConnell’s statement to his GOP colleagues at the start of the Obama administration that they should not cooperate with BHO for” if he loses, we win.” BHO has not yet nominated a replacement to Justice Stevens and they have already registered their opposition. And they wonder why they are labeled the Party of No and they want to return to Congress in Nov?
. “What Ann Coulter is practicing is not free speech, it’s free speech. She’s targeted Jews, she’s targeted the Muslim, she’s targeted Canadians, homosexuals, women, almost everybody you could imagine.” (Announcement that Ann Coulter’s appearance at U. of Ottawa was canceled; U. VP warned her in a letter that Canadian laws make provisions for hate speech which she quickly leaked to the media)

. Netanyahu decided to spit into Obama’s eye, this time from up close. He and his pyro-maniac ministers insist on 
setting the Middle East ablaze.” (Israel lawmaker Eitan Cabel accused PM Netanyahu of unnecessarily provoking the US. The Jerusalem municipality has approved 20 new apartments for Jews in an Arab neighborhood in East Jerusalem)

. “The real negotiations, and the go-betweens, should be between Jerusalem and Ramallah, and not Jerusalem and Washington. Jerusalem and Washington are on the same side.” (David Ayalon, Deputy Foreign Minister of Israel) 
. “I have never met a single Republican who is not a wholly-owned subsidiary of the insurance industry. But as for me, I’m not owned by anyone.” (Rep. Anthony Weiner, D-NY)
. “What’s clear to me now is that banks are still increasing the cost to the powerless (poor) while they offer everyone else money to open accounts. I’m watching banks hold back features that they and I both know will help people save money and improve their lives. They trick customers into doing things that are not good for them through lack of transparency, and surprise them with new fees when they can least afford it.”  (Rural Seminars, Founder of GlobalGain.com)

. “I think that is a fairly silly comment to make [that he receives less room for error because he is an African-American]. I think Michael Steele’s problem isn’t the race card; it’s the credit card.” (White House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs) The RNC is stuck with him—if they fire him one cannot avoid dragging his race into the picture; if they don’t, they are stuck with an incompetent individual who has a welfare mentality. If he stays, contributions will come to a trickle. With limited funds, the GOP can’t be competitive in the fall elections.

. “Last I checked, Sarah Palin’s not much of an expert on nuclear issues… If the Secretary of Defense and the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff are comfortable with it, I’m probably going to take my advice from them and not from Sarah Palin.” (Pres. Barack Obama on Sarah Palin’s idiotic comment about the new START pact with Russia). She and her fans stupidly quote Ronald Reagan but forget what he stood for, and when BHO embraced the same position, these fools and clowns call him naïve, weak or a traitor. Because of the difference in their vocabulary they call him arrogant and elitist! Why don’t they just come forward and be honest that the reason they oppose BHO is that he is black and they think they are better than blacks. Period!
Facts: *More than half of the coastline of the entire US is in Alaska.

*The Amazon rainforest produces more than 20% of the world’s oxygen supply. The Amazon River (AR) pushes so much water into the Atlantic Ocean that, more than 100 miles at sea off the mouth of the river one can dip fresh water out of the ocean. The volume of water in the AR is greater than the next 8 largest rivers in the world combined and 3x the flow of all rivers in the US.
     *Antartica is the only land on the planet that is not owned by any country; 90% of the world’s ice covers Antartica. This ice also represents 70% of all the fresh water in the world. As strange as its sounds, however, Antartica is essentially a desert; the average yearly total precipitation is about 2 inches. Although covered with ice (all but 0.4% of it is ice) Antartica is the direst place on the planet, with an absolute humidity lower than the Gobi Desert.

      *Brazil gets its name from the nut, not the other way around.

      *Canada has more lakes than the rest of the world combined. It is an Indian word meaning “Big Village.”

      *Next to Warsaw, Chicago has the largest Polish population in the world. (NYC has more Irish than Dublin, Ireland’s capital; there are more Jews in NYC than Tel Aviv, Israel’s capital; more Italians in NYC than in Rome, capital of Italy).

      *Woodward Avenue in Detroit, MI carries the designation of M-1, so named because it was the first paved road anywhere.

      *Damascus, Syria was flourishing a couple of thousand years before Rome was founded in 753 B.C., making it the oldest continuously inhabited city in existence.

      *Istanbul, Turkey is the only city in the world located on two continents.

      *Los Angeles’ full name is: El Pueblo de Nuestra Senora La Reina de Los Angeles de Porciuncula—and can be abbreviated to 3.63% of its size: Los Angeles.
      *NYC—the term “Big Apple” was coined by touring jazz musicians of the 1930s who read a slang expression “apple” for any town or city. Therefore, to place NYC is to play the big time—The Big Apple. 

      *There are no natural lakes in Ohio; every one is man-made.

      *The smallest island with country status is Pitcairn in Polynesia at just 1.75 square miles/4.53 square kms.

      *The first city to reach a population of 1 million people was Rome, Italy in 133 B.C.
      *Siberia contains more than 25% of the world’s forests. There is a city called Rome in every continent.
      *The actual smallest sovereign entity in the world is the Sovereign Military Order of Malta (S.M.O.M.). It is located in Rome, Italy; has an area of 2 tennis courts. As of 2001, it has a population of 80—20 fewer than the Vatican. It is a sovereign entity under international law, just as the Vatican is.

      *In the Sahara Desert, there is a town named Tidikelt (Algeria) which did not receive a drop of rain for 10 years. Technically though, the driest place on Earth is in the Valley of the Antartic near Ross Island. There has been no rainfall there for 2 million years.

      *Spain literally means “the land of rabbits.”

      *St. Paul (MN) was originally called Pig’s Eye after a man named Pierre “Pigs Eye” Parrant who set up the first business there.

      *Chances that a road is unpaved: in the USA—1%; in Canada--.75%.
      *The deepest hole ever drilled by man is the Kola Super-deep Borehole (in Russia). It reached a deep of 12,261 meters (about 40,226 feet or 7.62 miles). It was drilled for scientific research and gave up some unexpected discoveries, one of which was a huge deposit of hydrogen—so massive that the mud coming from the hole was boiling with it.

       *The Eisenhower Interstate System in the US requires that one mile in every five must be straight. These straight sections are available as airstrips in times of war and other emergencies.
       *The water of Angel Falls (the world’s highest) in Venezuela drops 3,212 feet (979 meters). They are 15x higher than Niagara Falls.
       *1,500 die of road rage every year; 37% use guns in their rage; 

       *Nearly 6 in 10 (59%) of Latinos with 4 in 10 (44.2%) of African-Americans are uninsured. 
        I have always said, you should learn something new everyday. Unfortunately many of us are at that age where what we learn today, we forget tomorrow. But give it a shot, anyway.
. “There are nine months until November. That’s nine lifetimes. If I were them [Republicans], I wouldn’t measure the drapes.” (Rep. Mike McMahon, D-NY)

. “I don’t see fear, panic or concern… We’re focused on doing what’s right for our districts. You’ve got prognosticators in Washington—I think they need to get out of Washington once in a while…” (Rep. Steve Driehaus, D-OH) who faces a rematch with former GOP Steve Chabot, was defiant in talking about the Democrats’ outlook.)
. On Lawyers: 

   *Lawyer: Is your appearance here this morning pursuant to a deposition notice which I sent to your attorney?

     Witness: No, this is how I dress when I go to work.

    *Attorney: Do you recall the time that you examined the body?

      Witness: The autopsy started around 8:30pm.

      Attorney: And Mr. Denton was dead at the time?

      Witness: If not, he was by the time I finished.

     *A: Doctor, before you performed the autopsy, did you check for a pulse?  A: No!

       A: Did you check for blood pressure?  A: No!

       A: Did you check for breathing?  A: No!

       A: So then it is possible that the patient was alive when you began the autopsy?  W: No!

       A:  How can you be so sure, Doctor?  A: Because his brain was sitting on my desk in a jar.
       A: I see, but could the patient have still been alive, nevertheless?

            W: Yes, it is possible that he could have been alive and practicing law.

. Famous quotes on War and Peace:

· “The first thing to be disrupted by our commitment to nonviolence will be not the system but our own lives.”

(James Douglass)

   .   “Great spirits have always found violent opposition from mediocrities. The latter cannot understand it when a man does not thoughtlessly submit to hereditary prejudices, but honestly and courageously uses his intelligence and fulfills the duty to express the results of his thought in clear form.” (Albert Einsten)
            “Peace cannot be kept by force. It can only be achieved by understanding.” (AE)

            “The pioneers of a warless world are the young men who refuse military service.” (AE)

             “You cannot simultaneously prevent and prepare for war.” (AE)

   .   “Disarmament, with mutual honor and confidence” is a continuing imperative.” (Dwight D. Eisenhower)
             “Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies in the final sense a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed.” (DDE)

             “I hate war as only a soldier who has lived it can, only as one who has seen its brutality, its futility, its stupidity.” (DDE)

             “I think that people want peace so much that one of these days government had better get out of their way and let them have it.” (DDE)

   .   “There is nothing that war has ever achieved that could not better achieved without it. “ (Hancock Ellis)

   .   “Peace cannot be achieved through silence; it can only be obtained through understanding.” (Ralph W.   

      Emerson.   
  .   “The tragedy of war is that it uses man’s best to do man’s worst.” Harry Emerson Fosdick)

. Differences--*Nicknames – If Laura, Kate & Sarah go out, they will call each other Laura, Kate and Sarah. If Mike, Dave and John go out, they will affectionately call each other Fat Boy, Godzilla and Four Eyes. 
    *Eating Out—When Bill arrives, Mike, Dave & John will each throw $20, even though it’s only $32.50.  None of them will have anything smaller and none will actually admit they want change back. When the waitress brings their bill, out come the pocket calculators!

    *Money—A man will pay $2 for a $1 item he needs. A woman will pay $1 for a $2 item that she doesn’t need but it’s on sale.

    *Arguments—A woman has the last word in any argument. Anything a man says often is the beginning of a new argument.
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