Big Business Wants to Destroy Our Democracy

Rawlein G. Soberano, Ph.D.

        Never before in the history of the Republic is it in more jeopardy than today because of the rogues whose bottom line is the money they make and are looking forward to make under any form of government, whether it’s Fascism, Communism, or the often-used word to scare the American people, Socialism. This appalling greed is what is wrong with our economic system. And they don’t want any regulation of the markets! Some people get filthy rich and enjoy the trappings of their ill-gotten wealth for a while until the government catches up with them. Most often, it is a hard-learned lesson that they can run but they can’t hide.

       This is the reason why the November election is most important. It can mean years of progress ahead of us or years of destruction of programs from the Republican opposition to them. If Republicans take over Congress, Social Security which is one of the most successful programs that came out of the New Deal is in danger. FDR signed it into law on Aug. 14, 1935. It established a system of unemployment insurance, accident and disability benefits, support of dependent children, and old-age pension. Life should never be without risks, he explained at the signing but the government could reduce the uncertainty. It would be regarded as historic for all.

        Before it was signed into law there was the usual opposition from Republicans who are the protectors of big business. As GOP Rep. John Taher of NY made plain his profound (real or feigned) alarm, “Never in the history of the world has any measure been brought so insidiously designed as to prevent business recovery, to enslave workers aimed to prevent any possibility of employers providing work for the people. Another GOP colleague (Daniel Reed) was more alarming (we’ve seen many of them these days), if not for its hypocrisy, “The lash of the dictator will be felt.” Today’s Republicans and Tea Partiers describe dictatorship more simplistically as anyone who doesn’t listen to them or act upon their proposals. “You’re either with us, or against us,” as GWB put it at the start of the Iraq War which was supposed to be over in two weeks according to its armchair warriors (Cheney and Wolfowitz). Their greed for the Iraqi oil brought us this mess.
        From the business side, NAM (National Assn. of Manufacturers) called Social Security the first step towards “ultimate control of life and industry.” They said the same thing every time there was a proposal to increase minimum wage or help the average worker. They said it was going to be the “death of the American worker as we know it.” Nothing happened. Life went on as usual, and for the better. Anytime something positive for the benefit of the people is proposed, they oppose it tooth and nail. If they have been successful in their opposition, we would not have as well the Civil Rights Act, the right of every American to vote, the right of a woman to choose, among others. Even as we speak, they are already selling this country to the highest bidder while moving overseas many American jobs to circumvent the minimum wage law. If this is not treason, I don’t know what is. It calls for death by firing squad in some countries.
     Let’s be honest and candid about BHO. He is not a miracle worker and his problems, after two years of his first term, are no different from Reagan and Clinton during their first two years in office. As a matter of fact this president may surprise pundits next month, and may do better than his previous predecessors. He came in with a clear mandate for change which he has already begun. To expect immediate results after just two years is unrealistic. It’s like declaring who the winner is in any game after only the first quarter or first half. His victory was unlike that of Bush in 2000 and 2004 when questions arose and rumors circulated that the votes in FL and OH respectively were stolen by the GOP.  If the tables were turned around, there would have been interminable lawsuits. They would have done it in 2008, but BHO’s popular and electoral votes were too much to overcome. Why change course in the middle of an important process when the challengers are weirdos, wackos, racists and people of unsavory character?
         This midterm election is historic because it is an extension of the 2008 elections. The economy is slow to recover, but it is on its way. The Democrats have finally started to fight back when they realize that our democracy is threatened by the Republican Talibans of the far right that is pouring foreign money into the elections from individuals and companies which are not eligible to vote. Watching Rove and his allies in their denial about these foreign funds does not absolve them from their interpretation of first amendment rights. This is a vulgar and raw exercise of monetary power against the will of the people. It’s harder to hide facts from people today because of the Internet which can be checked immediately for accuracy. When you look at the past two years, the Democrats have accomplished a lot, e.g. stimulus package which saved thousands of jobs, TARP (a GOP program which they rejected after 2 years and pinned it on BHO who turned it around, financial reform (putting an end to Wall Street abuses) and healthcare (why all the excitement when it doesn’t start until 2014), inter alia. They did this in spite of the GOP opposition and the lies (they’re very good at it) spread about the Democrats.

        In 2010 Koch Industries (Charles and David Koch are worth $21.5 billion each) revealed to the WSJ  (Stephen Moore) that Charles was responsible for coordinating the funding of conservative infrastructure of front groups, political campaigns, think tanks, media outlets and other anti-government effort through their twice a year meeting of wealthy right-wing donors. His goal is to strengthen “the culture of prosperity” by eliminating “90% of all laws and government regulations” as well the elimination of Social Security, federal regulatory agencies, welfare, the FBI, CIA and public schools. They always had their own senator or congressmen to save them from trouble, e.g., Bob Dole suppressed an investigation of KI’s massive theft of oil from Indian reservations, passed a bill that saved KI from a $55 million lawsuit for causing more than 300 oil spills from a 5-year period. 

        David is the founder of Americans for Prosperity Foundation and has worked closely with Tea Partiers since its inception. Dick Armey’s Freedom Works received $12 million from the Koch family foundations. The Kochs are different from George Soros in that his contributions are transparent and support causes that are not related to his business, and if anything, raise his taxes. They have given $50 million of their money to anti-environmental groups. They have received scrutiny because of their hatred of Pres. Obama and the promotion of far-right lawmakers, like Jim DeMint of SC.
        Their latest gathering in June of this year was attended by 210 people, titans of industry from health insurance, companies, oil executives, Wall Street investors, real estate tycoons, and Republican operatives to plan the 2010 election and ongoing conservative efforts through 2012. Thanks to Think Progress which obtained a copy of the Memo outlining the agenda! The #2 guy at the US Chamber of Commerce and Fox News messenger of hate (Glenn Beck) met with representatives of the corporate elite. In this election with the most undisclosed secret corporate giving since Watergate  the memo reveals a symbiotic relationship between the multibillion-dollar corporations and the conservative infrastructure. The memo describes prospective corporate donors as “investors” and shows a chain of shadowy Republican operatives serving as fronts running attack ads (if they are not acknowledged by someone named or you know of, 80% of them are false) against Democrats. (A copy of the participants is available at AABR’s Web site at www.aabronline.org)
        These shadowy groups have always been with us, at least in our lifetime. Koch Industries has dramatically utilized its own profits by using conservative front groups to manipulate public policy. During the 1930s, the Du Pont family and other wealthy interest organized an assortment of “Liberty League” front groups to try to defeat the New Deal agenda item and repeal FDR’s Social Security program. New corporations fund groups like the American Enterprise Institute, Cato Institute, Heritage Foundation, Mercatus Center, Independent Women’s Forum, Wyoming Liberty Group et al. that “promote individual freedom, personal liberty, limited government, free markets to become scholars and policy analysts, according to their criteria.”
         It was also revealed that the US Chamber of Commerce has been actively fund-raising to foreign corporations to use $75 million for attack ad campaign, while Fox News has become its eminent fund-raiser 24/7 to destroy our democracy. It’s unconscionable for Beck who owns a media company worth $32 million and an experimented Mercedes Benz to have the gall to tell his working-class audience to give their wages back to their employers. Then he talks like a megalomaniac (a Hitler look-alike sans moustache; he daydreams of being a Nazi trooper from the cover of one of his books)
   One of the misleading ads that came out of this election is the one by Citizens for the Republic (they call

themselves friends and fans of RWR produced by Fred Davis). It starts with, “There’s mourning in America.” It continues to enumerate the problems facing this nation while he forgot to mention it started with Reagan’s voodoo economics, tax cuts and trickle-down hoopla. It culminates in anti-Obama diatribe, blaming him for all the current problems; his policies were a grand experiment, policies that failed (too early to tell). Can’t blame the man for trying; good guy, bad policies. To the point: Vote Republican in November and choose a smaller (GOP grew the deficit with their tax cuts and two major wars in Iraq and Afghanistan; the latter will bleed us to bankruptcy if we do not get out soon), caring government (records show that the GOP is anti-poor and surrendered the interests of the American people to Wall Street thieves and goons who are their major political contributors), one that remembers (we won’t forget the party has obstructed BHO at every turn and made sure he failed so that it can return to power). What a malicious lie! Republicans are fantastic when it comes to attention-grabbing slogans, e.g., GWB’s No Child Left Behind, Compassionate Conservative, etc. When it comes to delivery, its record is miserably inadequate! It has no more concern for the poor than a hyena has for its prey. Talk is cheap. Action speaks louder than words. Next week’s election is a battle between people power and corporate power. 
Will we allow money to destroy our democracy and the will of the people? (10-26-10)
Are We Getting the True Picture on Social Security?

Joshua Holland*  
Allow me to take a moment to fix that whole “Social Security crisis” that has everyone in Washington gnashing their teeth. When you see how easily it’s done, you may begin to realize that whenever our elites start chattering about “tax-gaps," they’re almost certainly trying to rip you off -- making a slick grab for something to which you are, ultimately, “entitled.”

But why stop there? Why play defense? After we fix the program, why don’t we increase Social Security benefits? Why not lower the age of retirement? With unemployment hovering around 10 percent, and some economists, like James Galbraith, arguing that at least some of those lost jobs are never to return, why not open up some jobs for the young ‘uns and put a dent in the number of Americans who are out of work? Maybe with more demand for workers, employers would see their way to raising wages a bit, bucking the long-term trend of stagnation that the majority of Americans have endured over the past 30 years. Think about it: if you enter the labor market at age 20, isn’t busting your ass for four decades long enough to merit a dignified retirement? We are a wealthy country -- we can afford it.

According to Bruce Bartlett, in an incredibly typical scare-piece in billionaire granny-basher Pete Peterson’s Fiscal Times, that’s not true. Social Security’s problems are immense. “The 2009 report of Social Security’s trustees,” Bartlett writes, “showed a long-term actuarial deficit in that program of $15 trillion.” That is an almost unimaginably large number, given that the entire annual output of the United States was only $14 trillion last year.

But what does it really mean? Well, it turns out that Bartlett’s not even referring to the dubious 75-year projection of the Social Security “gap.” His terrifyingly big figure actually represents the program’s “shortfall” stretching out to infinity. That’s right-- it’s the program’s “unfunded liability” if everything remains as projected forever, and assuming the earth isn’t destroyed by a moon-sized meteor at some point before forever arrives. (The geeks at the American Academy of Actuaries have suggested that the “infinite horizon” measure is complete nonsense.)

According to the 2010 Social Security Trustees’ report, the 75-year gap is estimated to be $5.4 trillion -- still a big number. But there’s another way to express it: it equals just 0.7 percent of our projected economic output over that same period. That’s less than one penny on the dollar.

So if we, as members of a nominal democracy, want to live in a society where older people aren’t mired in poverty -- it’s estimated that four in ten would be without Social Security benefits -- then all we have to do to close the gap is increase overall taxes by less than a single percentage point. Problem solved! And we didn’t even require an august commission. 

But, we are told, that’s not the case. Fixing it isn’t that simple -- and increasing benefits or dropping the age of eligibility are just crazy ideas -- because we can’t afford any of it. Raising taxes, no matter how modestly supposedly kills jobs and destroys economies. But ask yourself: where would those jobs go? To Somalia or Papua New Guinea? Our firms compete with companies from other advanced economies, and the United States has one of the lowest tax burdens in the developed world. In 2007, our overall tax burden ranked 26th out of the 30 countries in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, dubbed the “rich countries club.”

As I write in my forthcoming book, The 15 Biggest Lies about the Economy, budgeting comes down to a simple question of priorities. Do we want to live in an America where the elderly are forced to eat cat food? If not, we can pay a bit more in taxes, or bring defense spending in line with other advanced countries or eliminate the cap on payroll taxes so higher earners kick in the same share of their paychecks as everyone else.

According to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, the 75-year “Social Security gap” represents the same dollar figure as those Bush tax cuts that were targeted at the top 2 percent of American earners projected over the same period of time. For much of Washington’s cognoscenti, one is an imminent crisis, and the other is something we simply must keep in place in order to retain our economic edge. That should tell you all you need to know about the nature of our Social Security “crisis.” (10-26-10)
*Joshua Holland is an editor and senior writer at AlterNet. 
han words. (10-26-10)
