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The latest poll by the New York Times found Americans oppose to weakening the rights of public employees nearly 2 to 1—60% vs. 33%.  Democrats were the strongest supporters of union rights, but even 62% of independents supported them. The enemies are not the Taliban who have no designs to attack this country regardless of the fear-mongering generated by the GOP lying machine. It’s not al Quaeda who do not even number 100. It’s not the Muslim community, who are our allies in fighting extremism in this country. We do not want a repeat of the Japanese-American experience whose people were interned in concentration camps. 
Contrary to the fear-mongering asserted by professional Islamophobes, Muslim-Americans do not wish to impose their religious practices and beliefs, e.g. Sharia law, upon their non-Muslim neighbors. The reality is that most of them are simply trying to navigate the sometimes tricky—often entwining—balancing act of adhering to their religious values and rituals while avoiding societal awkwardness and being seen as different.

It’s time to identify and face the real enemy (GOP right-wing, TPM gun-wielding goons and Wall Street corporate robber barons—xenophobic, racist, intolerant, ready to crush you if you defy or criticize them, greedy, sleazy and wanting of a moral compass) who want to protect or expand the status quo using Nazi-style propaganda to scare the public. Joseph Goebbels would be pleased. Those who allow themselves to be terrorized are then paralyzed to inaction.
Looking at three states which will be the battleground of the opposing ideas, WI Gov. Scott Walker’s budget would be onerous on education and local government which will lose $1 billion. It would strip state education funding by $470 million next year. The University of Wisconsin system faces a $250 million cut, and will take a big bite on Medicaid and negatively affect the health of the poor, many of whom are women and children, the elderly and minorities. The state recycling mandate’s funding will be eliminated under Walker’s administration. Municipal and county governments will have to find other ways to make up for large cuts in Walker’s budget. 
The early release program for non-violent offenders will be scrapped. Keeping them locked up longer will continue lining the pockets of their private owners who were large political contributors to Walker’s campaign. That’s standard operation between GOP administrations and their political contributors doing business with the state. How else can you explain the large number of jails and prisoners in this country? Is Walker that stupid to take a call from a “fake” billionaire, but refuse to talk to the people of WI? I guess you can call him another Koch sucker who will rationalize everything as long as it serves his purposes and opinions. I guess he will be asking state employees to pay back some of their previous years’ salary increases if the deficit he created by cutting corporate taxes still exist.
OH Gov. John Kasich proposed reform of the state’s collective bargaining law (Senate Bill 5) which would ban public employees’ right to strike, ask workers to pay 20% of healthcare costs and restrict police and fire fighters bargaining. An estimated 8,500 protesters gathered at the Statehouse in Columbus in opposition to the measure which would affect about 360k workers statewide. Kasich calls it a vehicle to create jobs. Is this the way to reward workers’ loyalty and hard work by either a 20% to 50% pay cut, or losing their jobs entirely? How do cutting current employees and jobs create new jobs? Idiot!

Members of the IN Democratic State House caucus have found an unlikely ally in GOP Gov. Mitch Daniels to stop the GOP majority from pushing through a bill that would destroy union organizing in the state. He wants members of his party to drop the controversial “right to work” bill that led to the Democrats going AWOL. Do they trust him? Can they trust him? Remember he said that the most special interests in America are the government unions. Daniels has been cheering on Walker, but he doesn’t want this drama messing up with his presidential ambition. Talking about “special interests” from the person who single-handedly created  America’s financial crisis on behalf of the GOP’s last campaign contributors is weird. Meanwhile, IN’s top election official in the state is indicted on voter fraud for intentionally voting in the wrong precinct and faces 3 felony counts, including voter fraud, perjury and theft. He turned himself in earlier but because he is a Republican he thinks he is above the law and refuses to step down.
In CT, a recent TP Patriots straw poll showed 2010 candidate and pro-wrestling maverick Linda McMahon leading other Republicans in the race for retiring independent Sen. Joe Lieberman’s seat. McMahon has said she might run again. One candidate she beat out for the nomination in 2010, former Rep. Rob Simmons, is still bitter about his loss. “Are we looking for a candidate who has actually won races? A person who’s committed to public service?  Or, are we still looking for a multi-millionaire?” he asked recently in an interview.
The GOP primary in VA to replace Sen. James Webb who is retiring is in full speed ahead. George Allen was the first to jump in. but Republicans seem less thrilled about their former senator. The former chairman of the GOP in VA told the Washington Post that “there’s a lot of people who are ready for George Allen to retire.” The conservative editorial board of the Loudon Times said Allen “appears worn and spent and will never survive his bigoted ‘macaca’ comment” made during his losing 2006 senate race. Allen faces a TP organizer and former staffer Jamie Radtke.

MI Gov. Rick Snyder told a business audience that the state’s voters’ love affair with his governorship would end when he unveiled his first budget. He asked the people to step back and look at how it affects the state as a whole and its long-term future. His budget included a business tax of nearly $1.8 billion and a tax on pensions. A survey of the state senators by the Detroit News shows the pension tax does not currently have enough votes to pass.  A new poll confirmed that the budget has hurt Snyder’s popularity.
Wisconsin is a lot more than a governor trying to squeeze a few bucks from teachers to fill a budget hole. It’s only one example to a national trend. He has politicized public service because policemen and firemen who voted Republican in the last election are exempted from his proposed layoffs. The steps these extremists and their moneyed lapdogs are taking will ultimately put more political power in the hands of corporations and further erode the rights of America’s working men and women. The Citizens United ruling by the Supreme Court was the first step. Scott Walker’s union-busting bill was the second. Similar steps are underway in OH, 
MI, FL and other states ready to follow unless they see the direction of the country is going the opposite direction. The middle class has drawn the line and taken a stand and they see it’s the Democrats who stand with them.
I hope Mr. Walker doesn’t push aggressively and stupidly for layoff of public employees. The poor teachers always take the brunt of the budget cuts. This lack of support for public education stems from their disdain of its beneficiaries, e.g., minorities, immigrants and the poor white who cannot afford private education. Besides, one of the major reasons they send their kids to private school is to prevent them from interacting and mixing with the children of the “proletariat.” while they profess their love for and support of democracy. Hypocrites! When this happens and the “proletariat” realizes that the corporate elite and their supporters are trying to destroy them by reducing their lives to penury, there will be a tragic backlash that will pull us all under. And they will curse the day when they defended the 2nd amendment in extremis when they are looking at the end of the barrel of a gun pointed at them. People become desperate when you try to destroy them and their families. It will make the riots in Los Angeles that followed the acquittal of police officers who beat up Rodney King in 1991 resulting in 55 dead, over 1,000 injured and property loss at over $1 billion look like Mary Poppins. (3-16-11)
