Third Parties, Invisible Senators and Why Conservatism Is Still Dead
John R. Boehner*
Whether it comes from Lincoln Chafee, Michael Bloomberg or (speculation about) Evan Bayh, all this 'What America Really Needs Is a Third Party' talk of late is hooey. Absolute hooey.
The polarization of Washington has not come about because moderates and centrists have no place to go. In fact, moderates are doing just as well as anyone else in today's politics.
Of course, the Tea Party puritans dominating the GOP would sooner die than allow a Chafee, a Bloomberg or a Bayh to carry their banner in even a statewide election. But while those three are not completely in sync with the Democratic base either, they would certainly find themselves welcome there. In fact, there are many office-holding, high-ranking Democrats to their right.
Don't believe the base would buy it? Just this morning, Markos Moulitsas tweeted that he would support Charlie Crist switching parties to run as a Democrat in Florida's Senate race. So just because the Republicans take no moderates doesn't mean the Democrats don't either.
Nor is the gridlock in Washington a two party-problem. America has a 59-vote Senate at the moment, meaning only 59 senators are interested in actually legislating. Tonight's jobs bill is an exception, but there are dozens of silent Republican filibusters taking place not because of the motions themselves, but because it shuts down the government. As Tom Coburn recently said, "I love gridlock."
And so, 41 members of the Senate are obstinately absent from their duties, but they might as well be considered invisible. They've been motionless for so long that people have forgotten they're still alive. A few weeks back, President Obama declared that if the Republicans were so determined to hold everything up, they better be prepared to start taking some of the responsibility for the government's failure to act.
Fat chance, Mr. President. The Republicans are no sooner to accept any consequential public blame for the gridlock than they are to reexamine why the Bush administration left the country in such peril.
Take the recent Conservative Political Action Conference -- CPAC -- where Benjamin Sarlin observed, "If last year's CPAC was Bush's funeral, then this year's is Easter." But the clamor was nothing more than sound bites; no sound analysis of the Bush administration's supposed success was offered.
And that lack of introspection is what leaves the Republican Party so imperiled. Sam Tanenhaus was right in February 2009, and he's right now: they have no real direction, and thus no pulse. Paul Krugman said their ideas are so dead, they're subsisting on a "zombie doctrine... even though it should be dead, it keeps on coming."
The only pulse Republican hopefuls want to take is that of their base. As Rachel Maddow excellently highlighted, these are men (all of CPAC's 2012-ers were men) who are mainlining the radicalization of the old and venerable Party of Lincoln. Why wouldn't Chafee and Bloomberg be looking for a new political home?
The Washington Independent's Dave Weigel had the best observation, though, with his post on the John Birch Society booth at CPAC. Let me repeat that: CPAC LET THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY SPONSOR THEIR PROGRAM. The organizers of CPAC, of all people, should know that Barry Goldwater and William F. Buckley, Jr., conspired to steer the GOP away from the radical conspiracies put forward by the group, like the one arguing that President Eisenhower was a Communist agent.
What happens next? Only time will tell. The Tea Party wave has swelled and absorbed the GOP completely, leaving no room whatsoever for moderates. But it has yet to crest and crash. Given how low-key the obstruction in the Senate has been -- no Mr. Smith's standing hoarse on the floor -- their radicalization might go unnoticed. Or not.
After all, one of the celebrated centrists of the day, Evan Bayh, is pushing hard for the Senate to throw cold water on the invisible filibuster. Soon, the public might have a better handle on why even the smallest items are held up, where all the moderates have gone, and where the Republican Party hasn't. (2-09-11)
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The Republicans’ Historic Mid-term Victory
Raynard Jackson*

With all the pundits giving their views on Tuesday night’s election results (11/02), I found very little insightful analysis of what really happened.  So, if you want the traditional election analysis, then go on the internet and read all the conventional analysis.  I want to deal with the election results from a different slant.

Tuesday’s elections proved to be historic for the Republican Party.  Two Blacks were elected to the House of Representatives, two Hispanics were elected as governors, and one Indian female was elected governor.  Listening to all the election night coverage, you would have never known that this took place.  This is why diversity within media (at all levels) is critically important.

Tim Scott (45 years of age) was elected to represent the first congressional district of South Carolina.  He is the first Black elected from the South since Reconstruction (the period following the Civil War during the 1860s).  The district runs from Charleston to Myrtle Beach.  Scott is a member of the Tea Party and was endorsed by Sarah Palin.  In Scott’s district, white voters outnumber Blacks three to one.

Allen West, a 49 year old retired Army lieutenant colonel, won Florida’s 22nd congressional district.  Like Scott, he is also a Tea Party member and was endorsed by Sarah Palin.  The district is evenly split between Democrats and Republicans and is home to one of the highest concentrations of independent/no party voters in the state. It takes in some of the most affluent communities along the coast in Broward and Palm Beach counties. Obama won the district with 52 percent of the vote in 2008.  The district is over 82% white, with almost 4% Black.

Brian Sandoval is the incoming governor of Nevada.  He was a judge for the U.S. District Court for the District of Nevada before resigning to run for the office of attorney general of Nevada.  He was the first Hispanic to win statewide office in the history of Nevada.  Don’t be surprised to see this 47 year old Latino as a candidate for vice president in 2012.

Susana Martinez, 51, is the incoming governor of New Mexico.  She is the first Latina ever elected as governor in the history of the U.S. and the first in New Mexico.  Prior to this office, Martinez was elected as the District Attorney for the 3rd Judicial District of New Mexico.

Nimrata “Nikki” Randhawa Haley, is the newly elected governor of South Carolina.  The 38 year old Haley formerly served in South Carolina legislature.  She is the first person of Indian descent ever elected to a statewide position in the history of the state.  

Despite the historic night for these candidates, I will be looking for specific signals coming from Scott and West.  Will either of them hire Blacks for the “power” positions on their staffs?  These positions are:  chief of staff, legislative director, press secretary, or state director.  I don’t expect either of them to put a Black in any one of these positions.  

Republicans (and especially Black Republicans) always claim to not hire based on race.  Well, if one is so colorblind that one doesn’t realize that one has no Blacks in positions of power on their staffs, then maybe they are just blind to people of color.

Now, juxtapose this with Sandoval and Martinez.  I can almost guarantee you that they will have Hispanics in one of the power positions.  It’s not about being race conscious, but rather being cognizant that you have the opportunity to open the doors for the next wave of operatives from within your own community.

Whites from both parties always complain about Blacks (and other minorities) don’t have the necessary experience for the power positions, yet they rarely give them the opportunity to rise to those positions.  When Blacks get into a position of power, it is incumbent upon us to provide opportunities for those who are underrepresented to get the necessary skill set to ascend to these higher levels of power.  If we don’t open the doors to those from within our own communities, then who will?

I have operated at the highest levels of the Republican Party and have yet to see Blacks in power open doors of opportunities to other Blacks in any significant way.

I hope I am proven wrong.  To do so would truly be historic! (2-09-11)
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