Fallujah: Graveyard of Foreign Armies (Part III)
        Fallujah is a city 40 miles south of Baghdad. It is the most violence-prone area in Iraq; the seat of Sunni resistance because many of its inhabitants are followers of the Wahabi sect. On March31, 2004 a collection of ragtag cutthroats killed 4 Blackwater contractors and 5 US soldiers by IED (improvised explosive device). The counterattack by US marines resulted in 600 Iraqi deaths and 1,250 injured, more than half of whom were women and children, said Iraqi sources.

         Fallujah’s stiff resistance to the British occupation of 1920 resulted in some 1,000 British troops killed. Since the invasion, US officials have brutally sought to make an example of the rebellion. It has suffered more than any Iraq city. On several occasions, US troops have killed thousands, displaced tens of thousands and fired on armed demonstrators several times, calling it a hotbed of pro-Saddam resistance. The people have not forgotten the economic sanctions and designation of no-fly zone during the 1991 Gulf War.

         Around the time Blackwater got the contract to protect his lordship Paul Bremer, other mercenaries flocked to Iraq like bees to honey. They were identified: Control Risks Group (CRG), Dyncorp, Erinys, Aegis, Armor Group, Hart, Kroll and Steel Foundation many of which had already a presence in Iraq. Some, like Blackwater, had received lucrative contracts from the State Dept, US Occupation Authority, or the British government. Others guarded oil projects, foreign embassies or government buildings. Still others worked for major war contractors, e.g., Halliburton/KBR, General Electric and Bechtel.

         Among the highest paid mercenaries were former Special Forces, such as Navy Seals, Delta Force, Green Berets, Army Rangers, Marines, British SAS, Irish Rangers, Australian SAS, followed by Nepalese Gurkhas, Serbian commandos and Fijian troops. US troops were hostile towards and jealous of them, feeling that they were doing the same job but with a big difference in pay. When the US invaded and occupied Iraq in 2003, Halliburton brought in 100,000 private contractors on the ground in Iraq, a one-on-one ratio to active-duty soldiers. The war industry was thrilled when DOD Secretary Rumsfeld classified them as an official part of the US war machine.
         The more aggressively the US expanded its military reach, the better for Halliburton’s business. The administration sided with the Neocons (who pushed for the Iraq invasion) and started the period of privatization that came with it. The Pentagon crawled with ideologues, like Richard Perle, Paul Wolfowitz, Douglas Feith, and many more (also known as armchair warriors) as well as former executives from large corporations, like Pete Aldridge, Undersecretary of Defense (Aerospace Corp), Army secretary Thomas White (Enron), Navy secretary Gordon England (General Dynamics), Air Force secretary James Roche (Northrop Grumman)
         The terrorists thought the 4 contractors were CIA men wearing civilian clothes. The whole scenario, with streets cleared and shops closed, should have been a warning that it was a set up. As they entered Fallujah, the men stood out like a sore thumb. The terrorists were fierce in their rejection of any cooperation with the US and its Iraqi allies. GOP lawmakers praised the contractors who “died in the name of freedom” and “those individuals are essential to the work that we’re performing in Iraq, primarily the rebuilding of the infrastructure.” Was their death the result of a deficient training? Why were evasive driving and ambush tactics not covered in their training manual? Why did they not heed the warning from CRG that it was not safe to travel through Fallujah? Blackwater’s cockiness and desire to impress its new clients sent these employees to almost certain death. The US reaction was swift--to tame Fallujah after the ambush, but clearing it out was easier said than done. 

         The Marines’ response to the killing and its aggressive move into Fallujah left its residents few choices. They must surrender to foreign occupation, flee their homes, or resist. The departure of some families and the death of more civilians only hardened the people’s resolve to fight back and expel the invaders. The situation was only aggravated by the assassination of an old Palestinian cleric on a wheelchair by Israelis and emboldened the people, connecting both occupations against Muslims as related.
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