The Iraq War: A No-Win Situation for US
        After the failed testimony of Gen. David Petraeus and Ambassador Ryan Crocker in convincing Congress and the American people that the war in Iraq, which we started, was worth our resources and the lives of our soldiers. They were led to the slaughterhouse under duplicitous rationalization, first to destroy Saddam’s WMD, which did not exist; then to overthrow the dictator; and finally, to bring democracy to the Iraqis, which is doubtful if they want it. It was for a reason that we did not find any WMD in Iraq; it didn’t exist. However, what is our excuse for not being able to account for some of our WMD that were “mistakenly” sent to Taiwan? Things would not have been this chaotic if the war was left to our military to pursue without the pretentious meddling of the “chicken hawk” and “arm-chair” warriors of this administration.
        We have already lost in Iraq, regardless of all the empty claims to the contrary and political posturing that leaving would be tantamount to surrender. This was brought about by our meddling in other countries’ affairs. It is futile to talk about staying the course when we have destroyed the balance of power in the Middle East and made Iran the power to reckon with in the region. We have put Shiite Iran in a position to consolidate its hold on the region, threatening the survival of Sunni states, including Saudi Arabia and obliterating the House of Saud. Now we want other nations to come to the rescue of our flawed foreign policy in Iraq!

         The Bush administration is employing scary tactics to get the support of the American people that if we lose Iraq, we lose the war on terrorism. How quaint a lie as this administration is notorious for! Our involvement in Iraq has brought nothing beneficial to this country. It has only made the Iraqis more dependent on American naivete’. Though the surge has cut back our casualty rates to an acceptable level that plagued us in 2005, there is still no exit plan for years to come at a colossal cost to the Treasury. Meanwhile, we have slipped into a recession (factors of a depression are also present). Americans are losing their homes, jobs and health insurance; banks are struggling. The Iraq war has aggravated all these domestic woes.
         The increasing cost of the Iraq war is not only linked to our deteriorating economy, but is the leading cause of it, some say, recession, in this country, said Rep. John Yarmouth of KY. This would not have happened if the Bush team knew what they were doing, instead of the incompetent and clueless warmongers who were anxious to commit us to war, with VP Cheney and Rumsfeld leading the charge, sacrificing other people’s sons and daughters in the process. This war has sucked the lifeblood of the Bush administration with the loss of over 4k lives and the expenditure of $650 billion and counting. Suicides and psychological mortality among US soldiers who served in Iraq and Afghanistan could exceed battlefield deaths if their mental scars are left untreated, said Thomas Insil, head of the National Institute of Mental Health. His greatest nightmare is his inability to stop Iran from becoming the greatest threat in the region by becoming a nuclear power.
         The irony of it all is that they don’t even care for the soldiers fighting their wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Noting the burden placed on military families, Cheney said the biggest burden is carried by GWB who made the decision to go to war, after a threat from the Neoconservatives that he would look like a wimp just like his father for ending the Gulf War in 1991 too soon, and reminded the public that US troops in Iran and Afghanistan volunteered for duty. How callous for someone who never served in the military!
         We have not learned from the lessons of Vietnam that no highly sophisticated weapon of war can match the fighting spirit and nationalistic drive of a people who oppose the invasion and occupation of their land. We are bleeding financially and militarily in Iraq and Afghanistan (forget about entering into another war with Iran) that makes the Chinese and the Russians smile with glee at the sidelines as they watch our slow but certain tragic demise, unless we change course now. The Iraqis are going to fight us, even if it takes 100 years to do it, because we are unwanted occupiers of their land. We have a lot to accomplish through diplomacy and sitting down with “enemy” to talk about our differences. There is no victory for us in Iraq just like there was none in Vietnam. The sooner we realize that, the better off we are to save necessary resources at home.
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