Is Blackwater the Answer to America’s Troop Shortage?

         In the 1980s we had 2.1 million men and women in uniform, but by the 2003 Iraq invasion, the number had shrunk to 1.3 million. From 1994 to 2002, the Pentagon gave contracts to more than 3,000 US-based firms, providing all it needs, from food services to advanced weapons of war, at a cost of more than $300 billion a year. Contractors have long accompanied the US armed forces but not on the level that we saw during the Bush administration. In 2002, George W. Bush announced the privatization of 850,000 federal jobs. With trepidation regarding public reaction, he moved cautiously and slowly. But such was not the case with Iraq. Away from public scrutiny and Congressional oversight, he privatized everything on sight. He used Iraq as the model for the future, to the delight of his friends, supporters and Republican contributors. 
         As a matter of fact, this was the route they would have taken had Congress allowed him to privatize Social Security. His lapdogs would have raided it until it was empty just like he did with Clinton’s surplus which was gone in a year after he gave it away to his corporate friends under the mantle of tax cuts. And they would have gotten away with raiding Social Security in that they would have invested the funds in the hope of greater returns but the stock market headed south. His administration brought to the public’s attention in the past 7 years the crooks, thieves, greedy, sexual deviates, criminals who had never done anything for anyone, except claimed that they were pro-life, Bible-reading Christians; anti-labor, gun-toting, immigration reformers who exploit immigrant labor to keep wages down, while they keep their corporate officers awash in fat compensation and outrageous bonus as they oppose at every step of the way a decent wage for their workers.

         What is gross is the way Blackwater made money from the death of its 4 employees in Fallujah. Their untimely death under questionable standard operational procedures raised more questions that are left unanswered today.  Regardless of what it says in their brochure and video presentation, Blackwater is there—first and foremost for the money. To add 30,000 to its current number would cost DOD between $3 and $4 billion, which translates to $135,000 per soldier. Blackwater claims that it can do it by much less. But again talk is cheap! It is unfortunate that the US government is so secretive about its expenditures on private security or mercenary services.
         As of Dec 2004, the State Dept, DOD and USAID were the agencies responsible for reconstruction efforts in Iraq and had obligated more than $766 million for security services and equipment. Given the estimates of total reconstruction cost from 2004-2007 of $56 billon, even a conservative 10% for security translates to $5.6 billion, money diverted from its original purpose. Worse of all, tying to obtain this information from DOD was like pulling teeth out of a chicken. Why the secrecy? Where is the transparency? Don’t taxpayers have a right to know what is their money used for?

         Without counting the contracts generated for providing “security” to its corporate clients, Blackwater has won (more of a “set-aside” than competitive bidding) more than $500 million from different federal agencies under the “war on terror.” All the rhetoric about saving taxpayers money through free market efficiencies is nothing more than an empty boast, just like Bush’s “reformer with results” (what results?) political spin and a lot of nonsense when one examines its record in competitive contracting. Most, if not all of its federal contracts, are sole-source.

         Talks about its positive and constructive services are masqueraded under various slogans, like humanitarian aid, security, fostering stability and promoting peace. What is dangerous about Bush’s right-wing leadership, extremist Christian agenda, its deep ties to the right-wing sector of the GOP as well as military and intelligence agencies providing jobs to their minions, just like Heritage Foundation’s Elaine Chao and its employees to DOL, Regent University Law graduates to the US Dept of Justice, creating fears in Muslim countries that they are the Neo-Crusaders to “liberate” them from their oppressors? Figure it out!

Next week—“Saddam had his Republican Guards, Bush has his in Blackwater.”          
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