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I. General

. Voters were asked who to blame for our broken government—37% blame the Republicans; 35% the Democrats, and 25% blame both parties.

. Our future is within our sight. We can look to Greece to see our future. It’s taken longer for the US because of our wealth in resources and ingenuity. Our healthcare system is collapsing. Our educational system is in the toilet. Our wealth has been stolen by the top 2%. We have no manufacturing base. The wealthy and powerful have gutted this great nation. 

     . I fear that only taking to the streets will bring change. I fear there is such anger in Middle America that once the marches begin they will escalate into something quite nasty. Our leaders (criminals) better wake up fast! I think they are getting the picture. Hopefully, sanity and “statesmanship” will return to Washington before the powder keg of the populace anger explodes.

     . It is not improbable and far off (before the end of the year) before a mob will be formed to go into these banks and do an old fashioned Tar and Feather. Bring the CEOs, outstripped of their clothing, humiliated, covered in feathers and march them down Wall Street for all the world to see. The worst alternative is the streets running in blood. These are desperate times; desperate times make desperate people. Desperate people do desperate things because they have nothing else to lose.
     . These banks have demoralized working-class citizens, destroyed the future of our youth and their educational system as far as access to college is concerned, stole money from the country and caused great emotional and financial distress in a great majority of American families. Divorce, suicide, bankruptcy and despair are the byproduct of corporate greed.
. Anti-government sentiments in the US have reached levels so high they could result in another attack, like the Oklahoma City bombing, according to a report by the Southern Poverty Law Center that tracks right-wing extremists. The authors of the report place part of the blame on Lou Dobbs, Glen Beck, Sarah Palin and Michelle Bachmann. It cited a host of recent attacks on law enforcement, plots against President Barack Obama and a shooting at WDC’s Holocaust Museum.

. The rise of a new conservative grass roots fueled by secular revulsion at government spending is stirring fears among leaders of the old conservative grass roots—the Evangelical Christian Right. A reeling economy and the massive bank bailout and stimulus plan were the triggers in support for the GOP and the rise of the Tea Party Movement. But they’ve also banished the social issues that are the focus of many evangelical Christians.

     . While healthcare legislation has brought social and economic conservatives together to fight government funding of abortion (a malicious GOP lie), some social conservative leaders have begun to express concern that Tea Party leaders don’t care about their issues, while others object to the personal vitriol against BHO, whose personal conduct many Conservative Christians applaud.

. Opponents of healthcare, e.g., Americans for Prosperity, are asking their supporters under the guise of freedom-loving activists (how can one oppose freedom, even though the majority do not know what the word means like headless chicken following a blind, lying and stupid guide?) to drive to their Representative’s district office and honk against healthcare takeover. Of course, it concludes its request by asking for a political contribution; the bigger, the better. These charlatans have used this vehicle to line their pockets. As Barnum & Bailey used to say, “There’s a sucker born every minute.” 
. If you are over 50, you may get a solicitation from Conservative50 Plus of Lake Oswego, OR, telling you that if you are a conservative but belong to AARP, you’re actually funding Barack Obama’s radical agenda to change America into an all-powerful Socialist state.” These fools don’t know what they’re talking about! This is another example of fear-mongering to mislead us. Then it asks us to join them instead. It quotes liar-supreme John Boehner (R-OH) that “AARP is one of the most liberal organizations in Washington.” Any individual or organization that disagrees with them or does not support them is demonized as liberal. If I agree with these clowns, then I know something is wrong with me!
. Former Secretary of State Alexander Haig is now posthumously being recast as the quintessential soldier and patriot. The truth is, he had a dark side: wiretapping for Richard M. Nixon, facilitating the operations of a military spy ring that stole classified documents for the White House, sabotaging peace negotiations over Vietnam and détente with USSR, and unduly hastening Nixon’s exit from office. He is lauded as the man who, according to conventional wisdom, held the presidency together during the depths of Watergate. But that evaluation obscures his true role in the Nixon White House.

. Israel slapped America’s face by announcing the construction of additional 1,600 homes in a settlement block in mostly Arab Jerusalem during VP Biden’s visit. These are ungrateful people, always looking to America for a hand out, while their politicians stoke their domestic supporters and hope to garner their support by telling America in no uncertain terms to go to hell. It’s time to teach them a lesson they won’t forget by cutting off the annual military support at $3 billion a year, or open our doors to military hardware sales to the countries in the region, except Iran, that want to buy American weapons. Who created this myth that we need Israel to protect our interests in the region? As a matter of fact, it’s the other way around. Israel has been a liability to us for a long time now and they have not shown appreciation for putting our neck on the line. Let them worry about Iran for a change for whatever Iran is planning to deal with an arrogant Israel! 

. We have created a society of dumb and ignorant people. Our system doesn’t value education. It’s at the bottom of our list of priorities. We presently have 40 million adult functional illiterates who couldn’t even find what they want in a grocery store because they cannot read.

. The RNC is in a catch 22. Its chairman (Michael Steele) is spending twice as much as his recent predecessors on private planes and paying more for limousines, catering and flowers. This infuriates major donors who say Republicans need every penny to fight back to win Congress. Most recently, the donors were incensed when its Christmas Party was moved from Washington to Hawaii.

     . The last comparable year preceding a mid-term election (2005), payments for charter flights doubled. The number of sedan contractors tripled and new expenses jumped from $309k to $599k.  What to do with a black chairman but unable to fire him without being labeled as racist is a major problem during these times of emphasis on political correctness.      

     . How do you ward off criticisms of “imperial chairman” for flying in private aircraft, drives in private cars, surrounded by private consultants paid exorbitant retainers, and fancies himself a presidential candidate with all the trappings while using other people’s money? When he came on board, he inherited a $23 million surplus which is now down to $8.4 million. The $10 million raised in January paid for the holiday party in Hawaii and other bills. Would the GOP be competitive in the fall with very little money to disburse to its candidates?  Its growing list of targeted contests needs at least $50 million. (Jeanne Cummings, Politico)
. One wonders how much is Newt Gingrich paid (very few listen to this loser anyway) because he makes capricious statements, e.g., opposition to the left’s plan for big government healthcare has grown, emphasizing town hall meetings where volunteers and paid personnel, scattered among bona fides (honest) participants, follow instructions from their play book on how to disrupt these meetings. Sooner or later, the truth will come to the surface. Freedom.org (Dick Armey’s baby) provides a manual to those who volunteer to do their dirty work so that the principals keep an arm’s length from the fray.

. It’s called musculoskeletal disorder or MSD, the most common of serious injuries suffered by US workers. Because corporate employers fear that greater public awareness would force them to spend more on job safety, 

MSD has remained one of the least understood of injuries. (Dick Meister, San Francisco)
. Facts: Half of the American people do not trust the government; stroke kills 160k Americans a year and often without warning; Backs have the highest heart attacks and strokes despite surprisingly lower cholesterol and triglyceride levels; some seafood can enhance your health while others contain deadly contaminants; 2,000 children go missing every day; UK eats more fast food than any other country in Europe. 
. UNICEF said children have gone missing from hospitals in Haiti following the devastating earthquake, raising fears they are being trafficked for adoption abroad.
. If you employ anyone in your business, even yourself, you may receive a notice in the mail sometime within the next 3 years telling you that you’ve been selected for a special employment tax credit. The government is conducting a research program in which it will select 6,000 companies at random for comprehensive audits related to employment taxes. It is collecting data that will be used in the future to better target and review employment tax returns.
     . The auditors in this project will be reviewing employment tax returns for 2007 and 2008. Although IRS is not restricted to these two years—and can go back even farther when appropriate returns have not been filed or for other reasons. It will go line by line over 941 forms, which are the quarterly employee tax returns. It will also review related employment tax forms, including W-2’s, Form 1099-Misc for payment to independent contractors, and the company’s federal tax return, such as Schedule C of Form 1090 for sole proprietors, or Form 1120 for C corporations.
. Comprehensive immigration reform is critical for America’s long-term economic success and is one of the few 
political initiatives that could receive genuine bipartisan support in the current Congress.

. The $35.6 million suggested for S. Louisiana is 1/10of the money requested in the budget from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. Are the Great Lakes dying?

.What is happening to the US? Now law-abiding citizens are parading in San Francisco showing the public they move around armed. As in the 1990s, I avoided establishments that allowed smoking. I’ll do the same with establishments, e.g., Starbucks that allow patrons to show off their weapons. 

. America’s children are going to school in trailers and other sub-standard buildings while construction workers sit idle, thanks to the housing market crash. But we can repair or rebuild thousands of schools and communities all across America and the 1.5 million jobs created will pay fair wages and can’t be outsourced. Funding local school repairs will put Americans back to work.

. Libya’s leader (Muammar Qaddafi) called a jihad against Switzerland because of its ban on mosque minarets, 
escalating a long diplomatic feud between the two countries. He urged Muslims everywhere to boycott Swiss products and bar Swiss planes and ships from airports or seaports of Muslim nations.
. Turkish police have recovered the body of a 16-year old girl that was buried alive by relatives in an “honor” killing carried out as punishment for talking to boys. A post-mortem examination revealed large amounts of soil in the lungs and stomach, indicating she had been alive and breathing while being buried. Her body showed no signs of bruising. More than 200 such killings take place each year, accounting for half of the murders in Turkey.

. A 12-year old Saudi girl dropped the application to divorce her 80-year old cousin despite intervention from human rights groups. The mother, who is separated from the father, did not approve of the marriage and accused the second cousin of raping the daughter. But the father needed the dowry money.

II. Private Sector

. In 2009, healthcare spending grew by 5.7%, now reaching $2.7 trillion. It is the largest increase since the federal government began tracking these figures in 1960, according to a report from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.

. The entire series of efforts of the banking system were so flawed, partly because those who were responsible for the mess, e.g., advocates of deregulation, failed regulators or investment bankers, were put in charge of repair. Not surprisingly, they employed the same logic that had gotten the financial sector into trouble to get out of it.
     . The financial sector had been engaged in highly-leveraged, non-transparent transactions, many off-balance sheet; it had believed that one would create value by moving assets around and repackaging them. Toxic assets were shifted from banks to the government, but that didn’t make them less toxic. High leverage (open and hidden) became the feature of public and private institutions. (Joseph Stiglitz)
. Small defense companies, energy firms and other technology start-ups would lose tens of millions of dollar a year because of a decision by House Democrats to abruptly halt budget earmarks for companies. The decision follows a House ethics probe into an alleged pay-to-play system in which investigators found a trail of campaign contributions and linked them to earmarks. What took Democrats and Republicans so long to recognize the stink and corruption embedded in earmarks? Many of them were beneficiaries of this corruption.
. Doctors and hospitals are stealing from the American people big time. The cost of MRIs, mammograms and other imaging tests increased on average 20% between 2006 and 2008 as doctors ordered more scans and X-rays, and hospitals demand higher prices. This is another major reason to reform broken healthcare in this country, regardless of what Republicans want you to believe.

. Commercial banks and high-flying investment firms have sifted their political contributions to the GOP in recent months amid harsh rhetoric from Democrats about fat bank profits, generous bonuses and stingy lending practices on Wall Street. One Democrat-leaning firm that is unhappy with the administration is JP Morgan Chase, headed by Obama supporter James Dimon and features several prominent Democrats in its upper ranks. The bank and its employees which made political contribution of $500k last year, went from giving 76% of the money to Democrats in Q1 to giving 73% to Republicans in Q4.

     . Paul Krugman calls BHO clueless when it comes to economics.  By saying that he doesn’t begrudge the $17 billion bonus awarded to James Dimon of JP Morgan Chase and $9 million to Lloyd Blankfein of Goldman Sachs, noting that some athletes take home more pay and calling it “free market system.” Please! These are not free agents who are earning big bucks in a fair competition. They run companies that are essentially wards of the state. One would think BHO understands the public anger over what’s happening. (Ron Brynaert)
. It’s not a conspiracy. Goldman Sachs and its minions are not plotting to cripple the government. But it is remarkable who our political system freezes shut just when we need to make serious changes to our economic system. Our people are out of work, but we’re letting bankers waltz off with $150 billion in bonuses (based on bailout money) as a reward for crashing our economy. 
     . We are a dumb nation, too trusting and so ripe for the picking, something the Chinese have always maintained. That’s why they are laughing at us while they are expanding their dollar reserves at our expense. We are paralyzed to inaction; our good-paying jobs are outsourced; have become a service-nation and have ceased to be a manufacturing one which is what grows and expands a nation’s economy. Our American Chamber of Commerce would love to see the minimum wage cut “so that we can be more competitive” with other countries while it protects the salary and bonuses of CEOs.
. Minority-owned firms far surpassed the growth of all US businesses, increasing 17% annually (compared to 3% for non –minority firms) in the decade of 1987 to 1997 (Milken Institute). This is 6x faster than the annual growth rate from all businesses during the same decade. Minority businesses also contributed over 4 million jobs during this period.

     . Companies that receive equity financing grow sales at a faster rate, hire more employees and have a much greater economic impact than companies that have not received equity financing. The money from a venture-backed company employs 100 workers within 5 years. They create almost twice the amount of jobs as their non-venture backed peers. The former experiences a minimum of a 40% job growth each year as compared to a 2.5% decline of Fortune 500 companies.

     . For minority businesses to grow and develop inner city infrastructure critical to support the US economy, new capital sources and channels must be directed to the country’s fastest growing business sector. Minority businesses continue to have limited access to debt capital, but even greater disparities exist with access to equity capital. 
. The insurance industry is fighting back against healthcare reform (that threatens their cash cow) and hopes to hold the line till the end of this month. They’ve launched major new ad campaigns within 24 hours after thousands of people marched in DC. Its allies in Congress are hard at work and plan to slow down the reform bills. If they can stall reform until the end of the month, Congress will go on recess and won’t have a chance to get a vote until late spring or summer. The longer we wait, the harder it gets to pass reform.

. The US has seen the most job losses in 25 years. It’s not just factory workers getting laid off or suffering health consequences. Americans who never imagined themselves vulnerable, e.g., professionals, journalists, etc. are losing their jobs and healthcare at unprecedented rates. (Connie Schultz, Truthout)

. The concept of “community” and “solidarity” is inherent in the founding fathers’ Join or Die motto. Being a keynote speaker at CPAC’s convention this year, Glen Beck taught us that a once-principled conservative movement of seasoned activists has turned into a mob—one that does not engage in a battle of ideas.
     . Instead, these torch-carriers, gun-brandishers and tea partyers follow an anti-government terrorist attack by cheering a demagogue’s demand for the physical annihilation of those with whom they disagree—mainly anyone but particularly progressives who value “community.”
     . Doubtless some conservatives will insist that Beck was only endorsing the “eradication” of progressivism but not of progressives. If you believe that, some dupe will also likely say that the Nazis’ problem was with Judaism but not with the Jews, or white supremacists dislike African-American culture but not the black people. If there is no way out of the lie they are caught with, they’ll resort to the usual lame excuse that they’re only joking.

. Peabody Energy, America’s largest coal company, has fled a 240-page legal challenge against EPA saying it relied on flawed climate change science when it decided to regulate greenhouse gas emissions. In effect, it is challenging the federal government to introduce cap-and-trade regulations by the back door.

. Watch out for Peter Peterson’s Blackstone Group. This is the same guy who wants to do away with Social Security and Medicare to cut the budget deficit. The Federal Thrift Savings Plan (FSP) and Blackstone were birthed almost as a math set. It’s tough to fail when you form an investment company at the same time you can gain the contract that directs a percentage of the federal government payroll into your hands.
     . Fiscal responsibility is really austerity; it is the code word for delivering public monies into private hands (Wall Street) and raising taxes on the already squeezed middle-class. We have been repeatedly warned that the debt is disastrously large. When foreign lenders decide to pull the plug, the US will have to declare bankruptcy, but they will blame the citizens for borrowing and spending too much.

     . Rather than lending it to businesses and individuals, the larger banks have been speculating with it or buying up smaller banks, land, farms and production capacity while the credit freeze continues on Main Street. Only the government can reverse this vicious syndrome by spending money directly on projects that create jobs, provide services and stimulate productivity. Increasing money supply is not inflationary if the money is used to increase goods and services. (Ellen Brown is a practicing attorney in Los Angeles and is the author of eleven books, the latest of which InWeb of Debt is an analysis of the Federal Reserve and the money trust)
. Blackwater, once the darling of the military-industrial community, is in deep shit. Two former employees charged that the security firm committed systematic fraud under contracts with the State Dept. in Iraq and Afghanistan. The Iraqi government announced it would seize heavy weapons from foreign security firms and expel ex-Blackwater contractors still in the country. A US Senate hearing learned Blackwater employees stole more than 500 assault rifles intended for the Afghan police force. (William Fisher, Truthout)

. Amazon is not the only company “that has built an entire model based on tax avoidance.” So many other firms, as evidenced by America’s $300 billion annual gap between taxes owed and paid. As more commerce is transacted through tax-avoiding Internet conglomerates, that gap could grow, honest local businesses could be further disadvantaged and deficits could explode, forcing even deeper cuts to public services.

. A left-wing group’s call for an advertiser boycott of Glen Beck’s cable news show has fizzled in the US but took hold in the UK, where his show has run without commercials over a 6-day period. Sky News inserted news and weather updates between segments of his program, Examiner.com reports.

. CBS News is in a cost-cutting mode. The London bureau now stands half-empty, and the dwindling band of survivors wonders who will go next. (Tom Fenton, Global Post)

. Beijing real estate market is about to tumble. Much of the $1.4 trillion loans made by Chinese banks last year were spent on skyscrapers and other commercial property. New empty buildings are sprouting across the mainland. Half of the city’s commercial space is vacant.

     . If Beijing can’t cool things off and property boom turns to bust, there could be a surge in nonperforming loans. A 10% fall in property values would triple the number of delinquent mortgages in Shanghai, regulators in the city said. A mile or so of Tienanmen Square, the five towers of Minsheng Financial Center remain nearly empty after leasing began. Across town, talk a walk down Financial Street and you’ll pass No. 9, a 17-storey concrete and glass tower that is unoccupied. One block south, no lights shine from Nos. 12 and 16, the two towers of the 18-storey Chinese Life Plaza. (Michael Forsythe, Bloomberg News)
III. Federal Government

. Perennial GOP presidential candidate Mitt Romney has a propensity for political self-destruction. Now he is defending the much-maligned Bush record that gave us a Democrat to the White House. Evidently he believes in him more than Bush believes in himself and his failure to govern. He forgot or said nothing about the GOP criticism of the Bush years as much as BHO, casting it as a time of run-away spending and ideological laziness. Maybe it was only passing to look the other way for the purposes of his apologia for GWB’s failure.

. Congress isn’t doing anything about Wall Street because it’s in the pocket of Wall Street. Sen. Christopher Dodd’s outburst at the Street is like the alcoholic who screams at a bartender, “How dare you give me another drink when all I’ve done is pleaded with you for one?” The American can people are frustrated. The failure of Congress to pass real financial reform is insulting. But in trying to place responsibility for this appalling failure solely on Wall Street, Dodd insults us even more. (Robert Reich)

. Republicans in the House and Senate have been united in opposing BHO’s stimulus plan, even though most have determined the stimulus has helped bring this country out of the recession and start us on the road to recovery. As a matter of fact, many experts suggest the stimulus was too small.
     . Republicans claim they hate the plan. One thing is what they say; what they do is another. Is their opposition part of their “vote no” plan to win back Congress and the politicians’ home districts? They have been exposed—either they’re against the stimulus, or they’re for it. Either way, they’re either wishy-washy, hypocrites or liars to their constituents

. Despite BHO’s pledge in the State of the Union Address to require lobbyists to each contract they make on behalf of a client with the administration or Congress, the Electronic Frontiers Foundation (EFF) said his administration is fighting hard to stop the release of the names of these representatives. (William Fisher)
. Look at BHO’s budget proposal, spending freeze, jobs bill, stimulus, tax hikes on upper income individuals and 
proposed deficit commission. Also, take a look at the fees he wants to impose on the biggest banks and his 
proposed regulation of Wall Street. Look at his stalled trade agenda. If you let yourself be carried away by “more taxes and more spending” GOP posturing (as Republicans falsely claim to score political points), you’re either not thinking or you’re a Republican running for office in November.

     . To see the big picture, you need to keep your eye on three things: 1) Massive government spending is needed to offset the continued reluctance of consumers and businesses to spend.  2) You don’t have to be an orthodox Keynesian to understand that as long as the private sector is de-leveraging, the public sector has to borrow and spend to keep the economy moving forward. Spending on the original stimulus will peek soon, spending for additional unemployment insurance and the job bill will add about $90 billion. 3) This sum is not likely to be enough to make up for shortfalls in private spending. Consider that state and local governments are slashing jobs and services—while raising taxes by about $350 billion over this year and next—so the feds probably need to spend even more.
. “Shadow lenders” are those investors in late 2007 who bought massive amounts of bank loans bundled up as “securities”, taking those loans off the banks’ books, making room for yet more loans to be originated as part of the banks’ capital and deposit bases. Because of surging defaults on sub-prime mortgages, investors have now shied away from these loans, forcing banks and Wall Street firms to hold them on their books and take the losses.
     . In the boom years, the shadow lending market was estimated at $10 trillion. That market has now collapsed, leaving a massive crater in the money supply. That hole needs to be filled up and only the government is in position to fill it; paying down the federal deficit when money is already scarce just makes matter worse. When the deficit has been reduced historically, the money supply has been reduced along with it, throwing the economy into recession.
. Finally Geithner and Summers may be out and Volcker and Golsbee may be in as the White House changes postures, with emphasis focused on the recovery of the middle class and not Wall Street, and as the latter encourage the White House to be tougher on Wall Street.

. More trade increased the transfer of production of lower-cost labor centers around the world, to emerging market economies in Latin America, Asia and elsewhere. Millions of jobs left the US as a result, pushing American unemployment up. Whom do Americans blame? The US Government (BHO and Pelosi Democrats) for the past eight years of GWB and Republican policies?
     . If the American people knew in 1989 that this is what globalization would look like in 2010 would they have signed up for it then? The worst recession after the Great Depression triggered more than 8.4 million job losses. Some may argue it’s the recession that caused job losses, and nothing else. Many of these jobs are not coming back due to globalization.

. Sen. Blanche Lincoln (D-AR) is a Wall Street soldier for the insurance industry that has contributed over $2 million to her campaign. While 56% of AR voters want the pubic option, she vowed she’d filibuster healthcare reform unless the public option is stripped from the bill. She stands against the American people. How will she do as she faces reelection?

. Many people don’t know much about the populist movement of the 1890s. Practically all the historians who have written about populism understand its true nature. They disagree on many things, often very harshly, but they understand it was a left-wing economic movement. Many political scientists, however, have a very limited understanding and accept the various conservatism and racist characterization of populism. I think they just accepted the ahistorical ideas that populists were reactionaries without really understanding the real movement.
     . What we hear from Sarah Palin and the Tea Party Movement (TPM) is nativistic, jingoistic hate that emanates from fear and ignorance about the changing face of America (as if this country has a static character). That fear is also rooted in the realization that control over their lives is not really there. This provides some legitimacy to it.  Palin is attractive because she connects the secretive politics of resentment.

     . Beck, Limbaugh and Lundtz all tap into this resentment to turn us against each other. This is not the first time in our history but today is different due to the possibility of reaching out so many people with misleading facts and outright lies through the Internet, a fractured media and emails. Many emails are geared only to inflame anger and then ask us to pass it on. People do it without reflection. It may be populism of the past but it is poisonous.
. Is Sarah Palin a populist? She is, according to political analysts, because she is resentful and angry. But Americans are divided in their anger. Those divisions run along well-worn historical roots. Look at healthcare—Many Americans, in the populist tradition, are mad at the social injustice that 40,000 people die every year for lack of healthcare. Many Americans, in the conservative tradition, are no less angry at the idea that the government would provide the care they need.

. Is Liz Cheney going to replace Sarah Palin as the presidential candidate for 2012? Well, this would make Democrats very happy if she is the GOP nominee. Sarah Palin and Liz Cheney have something in common. They’re proven and tested fear-mongers—completely out of their party’s control and clueless with what is happening to and in the country. She is her Dad’s apologist on torture, or even worse. What separates her from Sarah is that she has a Dick for a father!
     . Keep America Safe is Cheney’s group. She can help make Americans safe by shutting up. She has nothing meaningful to say or the American people would want to hear. Her extended family has done more damage to the US in the past 10 years over their verbal gaffes to rewrite history to mislead the American people.

     . She is the last person we want to listen to on national security. She got her jobs in the federal government from nepotism of the worst kind. Her father is a coward, an opportunist and a war criminal. She is nothing more than a parrot of her father’s poisoned philosophies. Both have betrayed the core principles of our American Constitution. She is looking for attention as she readies herself to run for office. That would be an eye-opening experience. With the name of Cheney—it’s the political kiss of death. 

. There is a new meaning to what G.O.P. stands for—Grand, Old & Preposterous. It is unable and unwilling to have a serious conversation with the American people about the fix we are in. Instead, its leaders posture and pose like a Gregorian choir in charting their poll-tested messaging that makes utterly no sense.

     . Example of their poll-tested message is the response of John Boehner to BHO’s 2011 budget: “Pres Obama is submitting another budget that spends too much, taxes too much and borrows too much. Filled with more reckless spending and more unsustainable debt, the president’s budget is just more of the same at a time when the American people are looking from Democrats in Washington to listen and change course.” They want BHO to fix (which he is trying) in one year the mess they created in the previous 8 years, while they oppose him at every step of the way! Hypocrites!
     . Look at the Sen. Mitch McConnell on the Senate side, fresh from voting against what was his own wrong-headed enthusiasm, the bipartisan deficit commission, who says “I don’t think anybody n the country thinks we have a problem because we tax too little. I think the problem is we spend too much. I like the commission idea, just as I said a few months ago. I think a better way to do it is target spending.” He should know. He was one of the architects of the unbridled spending under Bush/Cheney and a beneficiary of Bush tax cuts
      . Lowering taxes while cutting Medicare & Medicaid (while placing it on the lap of Democrats; Republicans are no friends of seniors) doesn’t help in lowering the deficits.  The Republican budget suggests that trickle down will produce faster growth. (It has not worked before and never will, though it sounds pleasant to the ears.) “Spend too much, tax too much, and borrow too much!” Clearly Republicans believe we can reduce our deficits by cutting spending even while cutting taxes. So, what would they cut? This is the same voodoo economics Papa Bush derided when he debated the great communicator, and Papa Bush proved himself to be right all along.

      . Republicans don’t have a policy, they have a posture. They don’t have a program; they have a “message.” We could call them the stupid party, but this is working well for them. Only for the country it doesn’t add up. (Robert Borosage, Co-Director of Campaign for America’s Future)

. Typical example of GOP fear-mongering, repeated over and over again by their diva Ann Coulter, e.g., “Republicans can’t stop Democrats from socializing healthcare;” “Both houses have already passed national healthcare bills;” “Obama could have a national healthcare bill, replete with death panels, abortion coverage and lots and lots of new government commissions.” NOT TRUE! And Coulter knows it!

     . Democratic majorities in Congress aren’t enough to pass socialist healthcare as Americans don’t want socialized medicine (a malicious GOP claim), paid for by insurance companies and do not hold water when subjected to a Fact Check. Unfortunately, very few people take the time to do it. We are a nation of dumb people 40% of whom are functionally illiterate (a future OP ED will expand this further).

     . These losers are habitual liars that once they are caught in a lie, future statements from them or their group will be subjected to scrutiny. The more they lie, the less credible they are and are thrown in the company of charlatans, babblers, big talkers, thieves and slaves of Big Business.

. Congress’ most ardent global warming skeptic (Sen. James Imhoff, R-OK) is accused of turning the row over climate science into a McCarthyite witch-hunt by calling for a criminal investigation of scientists. Ha! Ha! Ha!
. The months ahead are fraught with danger, anxiety and concern after the anti-tax terrorist kamikaze attack on a government facility in TX targeting the IRS. The problem is exacerbated when GOP legislators, e.g. Sen. Scott Brown (R-MA) and Rep. Steve King (R-IA) justified the attack by siding with the suicide pilot.
You must follow R. Reagan’s injunction of “trust, but verify” when dealing with GOP operatives involved in partisan politics. It won’t be hard to ascertain when they’re playing politics, doing nothing since 2009 but parrot their collective opposition against those who want to manage the affairs of this country.

. The non-partisan CBO says the Recovery Act created as many as 3.9 million jobs. But highway hypocrites knew the Recovery Act was putting Americans to work across the country. They were simply attacking to score political points. One hundred-eighteen Republican senators and congressmen were guilty of highway hypocrisy, and there are more. For every GOP who voted against the Recovery Act, they need to answer only one question—How much Recovery Act money have you requested for your district? Let them come out clean! Shouldn’t they be proud and fighting to create jobs in their districts?

. The Budget Reconciliation Process was created in 1974 and is utilized when Congress issues directives to 

legislate policy changes in mandatory spending (entitlement) or revenue programs (tax laws) to achieve the goals in spending and revenue contemplated by the budget resolution.

     . During an 18-year period (from 1980 to 1998), 13 reconciliation measures have been enacted into law and numerous others have been considered by Congress. Occasionally, reconciliation legislation has included certain such enforcement mechanisms as extensions of the discretionary spending limits and PAYGO requirements or even reforms to the budget process. Whether for tax reduction, tax increases, deficit reduction, mandatory spending increases or decreases or adjustments in the public debt limit, this process has been used to focus many agents on one goal. Since 1980, 17 of 23 reconciliation bills have been signed into law by Republicans. 

     . Now the Republicans are scaring the American people of dire consequences if the Democrats use it, warning the latter of the calamities that would befall them if they resort to it. Another lie by the No Party! If such s the case common sense dictates that they should let Democrats hang themselves if they want to use it. Of course, they are afraid the Democrats will use it (as they should) and implement what the American people elected them to do.
. The US Court of Federal Claims upheld the GAO decision that the HUBZone program takes priority over other contracting programs. Based on this ruling, a contract must be awarded to a HUBZone program participant whom “the contracting officer has a reasonable expectation that no less that two qualified HUBZone small business concerns will submit offers and that the award can be made at a fair market price.
. SBA proposes the long-awaited women’s program. The program would give federal agencies the ability to restrict competition to women-owned firms in 83 industry categories. This is necessary because the federal government has never met its goal of contracting with women-owned firms of 5%. To date, only 3.4% of all federal contracts are awarded to women-owned companies.

     . Of the 83 NAICS codes eligible for the program, 43 of these codes require companies to be economically disadvantaged. The SBA will use the same criteria of eligibility for its 8(a) program. For the remaining 38 NAICS codes, additional economic disadvantage will not have to be proven. The woman-owned company must be 51% owned and managed by a woman/women. Competition will be restricted to women-owned firms only. The size of the contract eligible for this program is up to $5 million for manufacturing and $3 million for all other industries.
     . A woman is presumed economically disadvantaged if the total asset of the woman-owner does not exceed $3 million, or if her income does not exceed $200k for two consecutive years. In regard to her net worth, the presumption of lack of economic disadvantage can be overcome if the woman can demonstrate that the income was unusual and unlikely to occur again.
. The new Contract for America has become an article of concern to the racial right. Sponsored by the grassroots Tea Party Patriots and Washington groups such as Freedom Works and Americans for Tax Reform, the contract asks supporters to choose the ten most important issues from a menu of 21 issues that make no mention of socially conservative priorities such as gay marriage and abortion.

. Here are some of the members of the 2010 Hypocrisy Hall of Shame:
   *Gov. Bobby Jindal of LA and Rep. Phil Gingrey of GA who handed out fake big checks and took credit for the funds with no mention that the money the checks represented was stimulus money;

   *Rep. Frank Wolf of VA who trashed the stimulus, voted no, then praised it by saying, “We could use the money desperately. There are a lot of things up here that the money could be used for.”

   *Rep. Bill Johnston of PA opposed the stimulus but loved the new sewage treatment plant that it funded.

   *Senators Kay Bailey-Hutchison of TX, Kit Bond of MO, Richard Burr of NC, Bob Bennett of UT, Mike Johnson of NE and Lamar Alexander of TN all voted “No” to the stimulus bill, but then praised the positive effects that the funds would have in their home districts.

   *Rep. Joe Wilson of SC took the money with one hand and whacked BHO with the other. He also voted “No”, then praised the stimulus by saying it could provide jobs and investment in one of the poorer sections of his district.

   *Two GOP House big guns (John Boehner of OH and Eric Cantor of VA) voted “No” and then praised the stimulus money back home. It will require additional pages for this issue to mention them all but their hypocrisy reeks with dishonor to the depths of hell. (Rachel Maddow, MSNBC)
. Democrats will lose the Congressional elections if they do not turn things around and they do not bring the change for which they were elected in 2006 and 2008 because they are afraid that the Republicans will scare their constituents that they are part of the group that “spends too much, taxes too much, and borrows too much.” As a matter of fact they should do more of the above as the banks are not lending and consumers are not spending enough to stimulate the economy.
IV. International

. A new study further bolsters concerns that pollution blowing across the Pacific Ocean from Asia and other rapidly-growing Asian nations may swamp further efforts to clean up the air in the Western United States and make it difficult for states to meet federal standards.
     . Previous studies have detected such pollutants from Asia as mercury, soot, PCBs reaching the US. A National Academy of Science study last year pointed to the increasing unease among regulators about a growing problem.

     . Ozone is the main ingredient in smog, which can cause health problems that range from burning in the eyes  to pulmonary inflammation to increased risk of a heart attack. It is created when sunlight mixes oxygen and nitrogen from vehicle tailpipes and other sources of combustion.

. In 2040 the Chinese economy will reach $123 trillion or nearly 3x the economic output of the entire globe in 2000.  Its per capita income will hit $85,000--more than double the forecast for the European Union, and also much higher than that of India and Japan.

     . Although it will not have overtaken the US in per capita wealth, China’s share of global GDP—40% will dwarf that of the UN (14%) and EU (5%) 30 years from now. This is what economic hegemony will look like.

     . What does China have going so right for it? 1) The enormous investment China is making in education; 2) the continued role of the rural sector. In analyzing economic growth, it is useful to divide the economy in 3 sectors: agriculture, services and industry. Between 1978 and2003, the growth in each of these sectors has been averaging 6% annually. 3) Chinese statisticians may be underestimating economic progress. 4) Most economic reforms have been locally driven and overseen.
. A Taiwanese manufacturer that makes LCD screens and equipments for the giants like Apple confirmed that more of its workers in China were sickened by chemical exposure than it previously reported.

     . The Financial Supervisory Commission (FSC) made public new regulations governing cross-Strait market access for the banking, securities brokerage and insurance sectors, laying the groundwork for financial institutions on either side of the Taiwan Strait to enter each other’s markets.

     . In his first public comments since returning from an important 2-day talk in Beijing last month, US Deputy Secretary of State James Steinberg did not sound overly optimistic about the future of US-China relationship.
. For a country with a pacifist Constitution, Japan is bristling with weaponry. That land has long functioned as a huge aircraft carrier and naval base for US military power. We couldn’t have fought the Korean and Vietnam Wars without the nearly 90 bases scattered around the islands of Japan.

     . Japan remains the anchor of what’s left of America’s Cold War containment policy when it comes to China and North Korea. From the Yokota and Kadena air bases, the US can dispatch troops and bombers across Asia, while the Yokosuka base near Tokyo is the largest American naval installation outside the US.

     . With so many Japanese bases, you’d think the US wouldn’t make a big fuss about closing one of them. Think again! The current battle over the Marine Corps air base at Futenma on Okinawa is just revving up.  The bulk of the base will be moved to Guam. But the Obama administration insists on building a new partial replacement base in a less heavily populated part of Okinawa with borrowed money from Japan and China.

. Horrible and getting worse best describes public opinion of Yukio Hatoyama’s administration. With 32% of voters saying they support the government, down 5 points from last month, according to an Asahi Shimbun survey conducted over a weekend (3/16).

    . In the face of a possible international ban on trade of Atlantic bluefin tuna, a small but determined group is lashing out. Japanese chefs are defying the instructions of an influential international organization by refusing to sign declarations promising not to serve Atlantic bluefin.

     . Tokyo and Beijing signed a copyright agreement issued at fighting the huge Chinese trade in pirated DVDs and the growing problem with e-books.

. Of the 500 coral species in the world, 488 are found in the Philippines. RP is the largest producer of coconuts in the world.
     . Philippine Airlines took to the skies on March 15, 1941 using a Beech Model 18 aircraft amid the specter of a global war. It became Asia’s first passenger airline.

     . The second oldest Philippine printing press next to Manila can be found in Pila Laguna. The first book printed was named Vocabulario Delengua Tagala, the Philippines’ first Filipino-Spanish dictionary which was printed in 1613--25 years older than the first book printed I the United States.

. Thailand’s Prime Minister rejected an ultimatum to dissolve Parliament as tens of thousands of red-shirted protesters vowed to splash the seat of government with their blood if their demands are not met. Organizers asked for donation of blood to meet their actual goal of 1 million cubic centimeters, or more than 260 gallons.

     . A Red Cross official expressed concern about the hygiene of drawing blood from so many people and noted that such a  large quantity “could save a lot of lives” if it were not destined to be spilled.

     . Protesters believe Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva took office illegitimately with the connivance of industry and other parts of the traditional ruling class who were alarmed by the pervious Prime Ministers (Thaksin Shinatwatra) popularity, particularly among the poor. 
. Legislator Muruarar Sirait from the Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P) in Indonesia has asked the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) to seriously investigate a possible graft within Bank Century’s bailout.
     . Muhammad Romahurmuziy (nicknamed “Romy”), the party chairman of Islam-based United Development Party (PPP) criticized the issuance of a “haram” fatwa (edict) on smoking by the second-largest Muslim organization in the country: Muhammadiyah. Romy said banning smoking was endorsed but should be implemented gradually.
     . The National Police chief said all Aceh-based fugitives were on the police’s wanted list for their possible involvement in several bombings in Jakarta and Bali. Some of the terrorist suspects were also involved in the Indonesia Stock Exchange and Bali bombings, said the chief during his visit to Aceh Besar.

. The government of Laos hosted a seminar to assess the success of the Par’s policy of economic reform over the past 25 years. The Deputy Prime Minister presided over the 2-day meeting in Vientiane which also aimed to clarify and strengthen economic reform measures to ensure sustainable economic growth.

     . Mongolia is interested in trading agricultural and forestry products with Laos, according to the Mongolian Minister of Food, Agriculture and Light Industry. Under the proposed cooperation, Laos would export rice and sugar to Mongolia as well as investing in wood processing and livestock breeding exchanges.

     . Preventing the transmission of HIV from pregnant women to their unborn baby was the focus of the Lao-French project undertaken at Maharot hospital.

. According to CENTCOM, US soldiers are in Pakistan on a mission to train its Frontier Corps, a federal military force run by Pakistan’s Interior Ministry that patrols the country’s volatile border with Afghanistan.

     . New York Times estimates there are 60 to 100 such Special Forces “trainers” in Pakistan. Capt. Jack Hanzlik, a spokesman for the US Central Command said there are about 200 US military personnel in Pakistan.

     . Jeremy Scahill confirms US military presence in the country, confirming the death of three US Special Forces and the US military’s deeper involvement on the ground than previously acknowledged by the White House and the Pentagon.

. Four months ago, the rulers of Sri Lanka were the toast of the “anti-terror’ fraternity in the region and the rest of the world. They were supposed to have attempted and achieved what others, made of less-stern stuff, had abandoned as unattainable: a military solution to the problem of terrorism. 

     . With the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) now an extinct species, the island nation was expected to have become a safe sanctuary for democracy. The end of the armed ethnic conflict was expected to usher in a new era of reconciliation and unity. What has followed the war has proven both thee hopes false.

     . Democracy in Sri Lanka only faces new threats after the defeat of Tamil terrorism. The first major event to follow the war was the January 2010 presidential elections, pitting two anti-terror heroes (Pres. Mahinda Rajapaksa and Army Chief Sarath Fonseca) in a titanic struggle against each other.
. The work stoppage enforced by river vessel workers continued (Wednesday – 3/17)) throughout Bangladesh causing immense sufferings for the passengers of different route as well as hampering cargo services. There is no sign of resolving the crisis since both parties are adamant in their respective positions, threatening to cause harm to economic activities. 
     . Border troops will be issued shotguns so that the possibility of fatalities is minimized.  They would be ordered to shoot at drug traffickers on sight for zero tolerance against drug smugglers, BDR Chief Major General Mainal Islam has said.

     . The International Monetary Fund (IMF) will further expedite its support and cooperation for achieving socio-economic development in the country. During the meeting between the executive director of IMF and the Prime Minister, they discussed various issues, including food security, social safety net program of the government, climate change and gas exploration.
V. Miscellaneous

. One of our friends and a true advocate for small business, Murray Schooner, passed away two weeks ago. He will be remembered for his contagious enthusiasm for small business. May he rest in peace!
. “The Pacific” is a 10-part mini-series from the creators of “Band of Brothers” telling the intertwined stories of three Marines during America’s battle with the Japanese in the Pacific during World War II. “The Pacific” is as different in its approach to the material as the jungle warfare in the Pacific was for the more conventional fighting In Europe. It started on HBO yesterday (March 14).

. “Scientists who are working in federal labs are being subjected to inquisitions coming from Congress. There is no question this is an orchestrated campaign to intimidate scientists.” (Rick Peltz, a former official in the US GOVT program, now runs the Climate Science Web site; there has been a sharp rise in hostile email since Nov in the threats of violence against scientists and their families)
. As far as I can tell [the Tea Party Movement] has a politics that’s irreligious. I can’t see how some of my fellow conservatives identify with it… The younger Evangelicals who I interact with are largely turned off by the tea party movement—by the incivility, the name-calling, the pathos of politics. (Richard Cizik broke with a major evangelical group over his support for government action on climate change but remains largely in line with the Christian Right on social issues)

. “They’re for it but they can’t say [the contract] represents America. If they say it does, they’re lying.” (Tony Perkins, President, Family Research Council, a veteran of the Christian Right)

. “I condemn the decision by the government of Israel to advance planning for housing units in East Jerusalem… The substance and timing of the announcement, particularly with the launching of proximity talks, is precisely the kind of step that undermines the trust we need right now and runs counter to the constructive discussions that I’ve had here in Israel.” (VP Joe Biden)

. Dean Baker, author of False Profits, Recovering from the Rabble Economy excoriates the trio of false prophets (Bernanke, Greenspan and Paulson) for feeding, prolonging, misdiagnosing and incorrectly responding to the 2007-2009 financial meltdown and associated economic collapse.

. Beyond the Chutzpah by Norman Finkelstein thrashes Alan Dershowitz’s assertions on Israel’s human rights record against the findings of the mainstream human rights community. Shifting through thousands of pages of report from organizations, such as Amnesty International, B’Tselem and Human Rights Watch, he demonstrates that Dershowitz systematically distorted the facts.

. Karl Rove’s The Architect shows his ambition to build a right-wing dynasty that will dominate American politics for decades. He will be remembered (but not as he wanted it his way) for figuring out how to game the American political system. The politics of deception (fits the GOP thieves, rogues and criminals) has become a conventional political tool for his minions. It exposes his modus operandi of using surrogate organizations and third-party operatives to attack opponents without dragging their names or leaving fingerprints post factum.
     . His machinations are clearly visible throughout the book, e.g., pleasing the moneyed crowd and/or voter-rich coalitions while undermining the Democratic Party strengths as we now see in the healthcare debate. He has used the mantra of anti-union diatribes (damaging workers’ interest as long as management rakes in more money which is never enough), attacking them as “weak in defending America” (all talks and platitudes but unsupported by any patriotic action; displaying the American flag in their lapel is their idea of patriotism).

     . When it comes to military service, their silence is deafening because neither they nor their sons have served, e.g., Mitt Romney. They have hijacked the uninformed or misinformed public by spending larges sums of money in political ads and lobbyists to project themselves as the pro-education party, pro-military party (there is nothing the military will ask that they will not grant to avoid any mention of or probe into their non-service, and for this they claim to be strong on America) .

     . There is nothing they stand for (they only go for what is expedient and can promote their political careers)—they pay lip service to the values of the Christian Right, identify with home-schoolers (who do not want their kids to mix with “colored” children) because of their racist proclivities, and anti-government conservatives by turning them out to the polls, while they try to privatizee Social Security to bring increased revenues to Wall Street while promoting themselves as friends of the elderly.
     . What would have happened if GWB succeeded in privatizing Social Security in 2005? Millions of elderly and retired would be homeless today and standing on food lines to have something to eat because of the anomalies in the market brought about by their greed and which they control. These are dangerous times. How long will the unemployed, the uninsured, the victims of jobs outsourced overseas, the “best and brightest” from abroad (which is a mendacious myth) to compete with our domestic workers but who expect to be paid much less just to come here so that the CEOs, presidents and chairmen of large corporations could compete with each other as to who gets the highest salary and bonus this year and next year?
      . If this economic trouble continues, there will be bloodshed in this country, starting with Wall Street, before the end of the year. Desperate times generate desperate actions from desperate people who have nothing more to lose from these thieves who robbed them blind.
. Karl Rove spread lies, rumors, innuendoes against political opponents and sowed doubt on their character and integrity without accusing them directly of malfeasance. He will surely be remembered as he wanted us to, but for irrevocably changing American politics for the worst. He served and played a major role in the worst presidency in American history (that of GWB—the male counterpart of Sarah Palin in stupidity). He and GWB were two peas in a pod. GWB was a coward and a liar for not dismissing him after he was implicated in the outing of Valerie Plame as a CIA operative (after his boss promised to dismiss the culprit responsible for the leak) just to provide an excuse for the invasion of Iraq. He was an immoral animal which will stop at nothing and do anything to win.

     . What a sad little man! The book has nothing to do with the facts about WMD, the Christian Coalition, gays in the GOP, nor the hypocrisy of the amoral characters involved. He dreamed of a conservative government single-handedly, and destroyed the GOP in the process, erasing the memories of such stalwarts as Howard Baker, Nelson Rockefeller, Jacob Javitts, Bob Dole, Nancy Kassebaum, Margaret Chase Smith, Millicent Fenwick, Tom Davis, John Warner, John Chaffee, Connie Mack, William Roth, Ronald Reagan, etc. who were decent Republicans. The ones today have not earned the American people’s respect.
     . With GWB’s record in his first term, it was not much of a surprise because of his limited experience, proven lack of skills, incompetence in business, a draft dodger who couldn’t even handle his National Guard duties and a former drunk. He won (doubtful) his second term because Rove lied about his opponents, e.g. McCain (fathering a black child; how low could this man go?) and Kerry (demonizing his military service in Vietnam, distorted the truth about them, denied the absolute truth about his candidate’s own background and lack of moral character. Rove is the best when it comes to duplicity. The ones to blame is the American electorate who is a functional illiterate and dumb. He will swallow everything--hook, line and sinker if it comes from his party. How else can one justify the election of a man (not once but twice) who is inept, lazy,  anti-intellectual, pretend evangelical Christian if his handler has no moral compass and is willing to lie, cheat and steal to obtain his wicked and evil designs?
. Famous Peace Quotes (continued):
   * “If you want to make peace, you don’t talk to your friends. You talk to your enemies.” (Moshe Dayan)

   * “War is the tool of small-minded scoundrels who worship the death of others on the altar of greed.” 

      “War is eternally jammed into frantic minutes that will fill a lifetime with dreams and nightmares.”
      “War is the cemetery of futures promised.” (John Cory)
* “Peace is constructed, not fought for.”  (Brent Davis)

. Three things in life that, once gone, never come back: time, words, and opportunity;

   _______________ that can destroy a person: anger, pride, and unforgiveness;

   _______________ that you should never lose: hope, peace, and honesty;

   _______________ that are most valuable: love, family & friends, and kindness;

   _______________ that are never certain: fortune, success, and dreams;
   _______________ that make a person: commitment, sincerity, and hard work;

   _______________ that are truly constant: Father, Son and Hoy Spirit.

       I ask the Lord to bless you, as I pray for you today;

       To guide you and protect you, as you go along your way.

        God’s love is always with you, God’s promises are true;

        And when you give God all your cares, you know God will see you through.

                                                                                           Rawlein G. Soberano, Ph.D.

                                                                                           President

                                                                                           Asian American Business Roundtable
