Mercenaries: A Serious Threat to our Democracy (Part V)

         In 2005, one of DOD’s most trusted contractors (based in VA), founded by senior military leaders, got a $400 million dollar contract to train the police in Iraq and other hot spots. Two months later, MPRI set up a company in Bermuda to which it contracted much of the work. They wanted a US contract but did not want to pay taxes. A year earlier, MPRI headed a joint venture to provide US peacekeeping forces in Kosovo and elsewhere. Three months later, MPRI set up a company in the Cayman Islands to do the work.  Like its Bermuda subsidiary, the Cayman Islands company had no phone number, no Web site or staff. It appears that it is trying to a avoid payment of roughly $4 million in Social Security and Medicare taxes for the police training contract alone and side-stepping scrutiny by hiring workers through offshore entities outside the jurisdiction of the IRS. If it gets away with it, other American companies will not be far behind.

         After the Fallujah ambush in 2004, Blackwater registered Greystone Unlimited in Barbados as a tax-exempt corporate entity to provide security guards and patrol services, dedicated to supply the best physical security assets anywhere in the world in support of freedom, peacekeeping and maintenance of peace. It draws its personnel for security from the Philippines, Chile, Nepal, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Panama and Peru. It recruits applicants who are experts in AK-47 rifle, Glock 19, M-16 series rifle, M-4 carbine rifle, machine gun, mortar and shoulder-fired weapons. Among qualifications sought are sniper, marksman, door gunner, explosive ordnance, counter assault team.

         The industry has grown to $100 billion today. This is only an estimate because these mercenary companies are ultra-secretive as they are not publicly traded. Even Blackwater admits that it has grown 300% in 3 years. Their record in Iraq was appalling. These thugs, with Paul Bremer’s approval, would push and punch Iraqis who got on their way. Kurdish journalists walked out of Bremer’s conference because of mistreatment from these hoodlums. They shouted and abused Iraqis in the streets, becoming the image of everything that is wrong with the West.

         The situation was exacerbated by administration political appointees in DOD, like Joseph Schmitz, the Pentagon IG (who now works for Blackwater) who was the counterpart of a Muslim fanatic and protected contractors he should have overseen. He was obsessed with the rule of law under God. He was an ass-kisser when it came to Rumsfeld. Army Lt. Gen. William Boykin, Deputy Undersecretary for Intelligence, believed in a “Christian Jihad,” looking at his orders as coming from God. Jack Shaw was Deputy Undersecretary of Defense, another political hack and a die-hard GOP operative who gave lucrative multimillion telecom contracts to personal friends. You give a $5k political contribution and you get at least a $10 million contract!
         What transpired in Iraq is nothing short of what former Pres Eisenhower warned the American people earlier about the grave implications of the rise of the military-industrial complex. As he put it, “only an alert and knowledgeable citizenry can compel the proper meshing of the huge industrial and military machinery of defense with our peaceful methods and goals, so that security and liberty may prosper together.” Unfortunate- ly for America, that very scenario he prophesied unfolded in this Republican administration, led by a clueless & bumbling president. It is difficult to fathom that this man is a graduate of Yale and Harvard.

         Blackwater jeopardizes our valued democracy. Its paramilitary troops bring to mind the Nazi Party brown-shirts, functioning as an extrajudicial enforcement mechanism that can and does operate outside the law, and is an extremely dangerous threat to our rights. It is perceived as a crusade and is right in the middle of many of the administration’s prized battles: rapid privatization of the government, occupation of Iraq & Afghanistan, support of and expansion of Christian and GOP-friendly businesses. Now Bush ’43 has seen the consequences of his decision to occupy Iraq, something his father avoided in the 1991 Gulf War. When compared to Poppy, Junior is a big failure and a disgrace, the worst president in American history.
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