ASIAN AMERICAN COMPREHENSIVE PROFILE
A. DEMOGRAPHICS
 . The US Census update in 2000 showed the total Asian population in the US as 10,171,870 accounting for 3.61% of the total US population.  For Asian groups alone, or in combination with other ethnic groups, the total population stood at 11,859,446 accounting for 4.21% of the total population. However, the Census Facts for Features Updates issued in May 2006 showed the Asian American population currently at 14 million.
. Asians formed the fastest growing ethnic grouping the US with a growth rate of 63.24% from 1900 to 2000.

. Five Asian groups number 1 million or more people: Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese and Korean. Together, these 5 groups make up about 80% of the Asian population.

. The Chinese was the largest Asian group, making up nearly 24% of the Asian population, followed by the Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese and Korean.

. Based on percentage of the US population, the top six Asian groups were the Chinese (0.86%), Filipino (0.66%), Asian Indian (0.60%), Vietnamese (0.40%), Korean (0.38%), and Japanese (0.28%), with other Asian groups together forming about 0.38% of the total US population.

. The Asian population had proportionately more men and women than the total population in the young adult age groups – age 20 to 39 years. This shows a recent trend towards more professionals and specialty occupation workers immigrating to the US.
. 68.4% of the Asian population was in the age group of 18-64 years, 23.9% was in the age group of 0-18 years, and 7.7% was in the age group of 65 and over.

. 60.2% of all Asians were married compared with 54.4% of the total population.

. About 62% of Asian households were maintained by married couples, and the average Asian household had about 3 members.

. Asians showed an added representation in combination with other races and Asian groups. Among top Asian groups, 91.7% of Vietnamese reported a single ethnicity (not in combination with other races or Asian groups), followed by Asian Indian (88.4%), Korean (87.7%), Chinese (84.6%), Filipino (78.2%) and Japanese (69.3%).   

. The US native population for Asians stood at about 31% compared to 89% for the total US population. This constituted about 69% of all Asians being foreign-born.

. More than 3/4th (75.9%) of the Asian population came to the US over the last 2 decades, showing a proportionately higher immigration trend for Asians over the last 20 years.

. Of the 9.5 million Asians aged 5 and older, about 79% spoke a language other than English at home and about 40% spoke English less than “very well.” Among top Asian groups – 93% of Vietnamese, 85% of Chinese, and 80% of Korean and Asian Indian spoke other than English at home. Japanese was the only group with over 50% who spoke English at home.

. Chinese was spoken by 2 million people, leads the top 10 languages, other than English and Spanish, 
spoken most frequently at home in the US. It is followed by French (1.6 million), German (1.4 million), Tagalog (1.2 million), Vietnamese (1.0 million), Italian (1.0 million), Korean (0.9 million), Russian (0.7 million), Polish (0.7 million), and Arabic (0.6 million). Among other Asian languages in the top 20 are Japanese (#12), Hindi (#15), Persian (#16), Urdu (#17), and Guajarati (#18).
. About 44% of all Asians have a Bachelor’s degree or higher compared with 24% for the total US population.

. 25.3 of Whites, 13.6 % for Blacks and 9.9% for Hispanics – Among top Asian groups, Asian Indians lead with about 64% having a Bachelor’s degree or higher, followed by Pakistanis (54%) and Chinese (48%).
. About 71% of Asian men and 57% of Asian women aged 16 and over were in the labor force. Among top Asian groups, Asian Indian men had 79$ participation and Filipino women 65% participation in the labor force.

. About 45% of Asians were employed in management, professional and related occupations, compared with 34% of the total population.

. 21.4% of Whites, 12.3% for Blacks and 9.6% for Hispanics – Among top Asian groups, Asian Indians had most employment in management, professional and related occupations at 60%, followed by Chinese (52%) and Japanese (51%).

. The median earnings for Asian men ($40,650) and Asian women ($31,049) are higher than the national average for both men and women. Among top groups, Asian Indian men lead with the highest median earnings of $51,904 followed by Japanese ($50,876) and Chinese ($44,831). Among women, Japanese lead with the highest median earnings of $35,998 followed by Asian Indians ($35,178) and Chinese ($34,869).

. The annual median income of Asian families was $59,324, about $10,000 higher than the national average. Among top Asian groups, Asian Indians and Japanese had annual median income of about $71,000 each, about $10,000 more than all other Asian groups.

. The annual median income of Asians at about $59,000 was also the highest of all other ethnic groups. The same was $48,500 for Whites, $36,000 for Hispanics and $33,300 for Blacks.

. In spite of higher median earnings, the poverty rate of Asians at 12.5% was the same as the national average. Among top Asian groups – Filipinos, Japanese and Asian Indians had the lowest poverty rate. 

. Home ownership was relatively lower for Asians at 53.2% compared with 66.2% on the national average. Among top Asian groups – Japanese (60.8%), Filipinos (60%) and Chinese (58.4% had the highest rate of home ownership.
. The median value of single-family homes for Asian households – at $199,300 – more than 50% the national median home value. The same was $122,800 for Whites, $80,600 for Blacks and $105,600 for Hispanics.

. Asian households with a mortgage had a median selected monthly costs of $1,540, far above the national median of $1,088 for all households, $1,094 for Whites, $1,061 for Hispanics and $937 for Blacks.
. About 50% of Asians live in th West, 20% in the Northeast, 19% in the South and 12% in the Mid-West. Along with the highest total population, the West accounted also for the highest proportion of Asians at 9.3% compared with 4.4% in the Northeast, 2.3% in the South and 2.2% in the Mid-west.

. Asians live in key US states and metropolitan areas; 51% of Asians live in just 3 states: CA, NY and HI; 65% live in just 5 states: CA, NY, HI, TX and IL; and 75% of Asians live in just 10 states: CA, CA, HI, TX, IL, NJ, WA, FL, VA and MA.

. Asians tend to concentrate in urban and coastal areas; 55% live in just 6 metropolitan areas: Los Angeles, New York, San Francisco, Honolulu, WDC-Baltimore and Chicago. Concentrations of Asians outside the suburbs of large metropolitan areas were typically located near colleges and universities.

. Among the US states, CA had the highest number of Asians at 4.2 million, followed by New York at 1.2 million and Hawaii at 0.7 million.

. Among the US counties, Honolulu County had the highest proportion of Asians at 68%; Los Angeles County is the only county with over 1 million Asians.

. Among the largest cities, New York had the number of Asians (787,047), followed by Los Angeles (369,254), San Jose (240,375), San Francisco (239,565), Honolulu (207,588), San Diego (166,968), Chicago (125,974), Houston (103,694), Fremont (75,165) and Seattle ((73,910).

. Among 10 largest cities, San Diego had the largest proportion of Asians at 15%, followed by Los Angeles and New York at 11%. Five other cities, not among the two largest US cities, had the highest proportion of Asians.
. The top 10 US cities of 100,000 of more people with the highest percentage of Asians were: Honolulu (67.7%), Daly City (53.6%), Fremont (39.8%), Sunnyvale (34.2%), San Francisco (32.6%), Irvine (32.3%), Garden Grove (32.2%), Santa Clara (31.4%), Torrance (31.1%), and San Jose (28.8%). All ten cities with highest proportion of Asians were in the West and nine of them were in CA.

. About 58% of the 8.1 million Asians age 5 and over changed to a new US residence from 1900-2000. Of these, 39% changed residence with the US, 22.8% changed residence within same county, 8% changed residence to a different county, but within the same state, and 8.2% changed residence to a different state.

B. GROUPS

1. Chinese-American Population: Largest Asian-American group with a population of 2,422,970 (Chinese only). About 1.68 million Asians reported more than one Asian group or race in Census 2000 and are not included in these numbers. The actual number of Chinese would thus be more.
. Population growth rates of 47.5% from 1990 to 2000 and 104.1% from 1980 to1990;
. It comprised of 23.74% of the Asian-American population and 0.86% of the US population;
. Though Chinese-Americans have a rapid growth rate, their birth rates, are lower than those of  

  American whites, and as such, their population is aging relatively quickly.

Leading US States – The leading states for Chinese-Americans are CA, NY, HI, TX and NJ. Together, these 5 states constitute more than 80% of the Chinese-American population with 40% being in CA alone.

Chinese-American Population by Leading US States – CA (1,122,187), NY (451,859), HI (170,803), TX (121,588), NJ (110,263), MA (92,380), IL (86,095), WA (75,884), FL (59,280), and PA (56,831).

. Median household income is $41,583;
. Average Chinese household income is about 30% higher than the national average;
. Immigrant (native Chinese) population is 47% the Chinese-American population;
. Home ownership rate of 65% compared to 54% of US average. About 84% of Chinese-Americans 
  between ages 35-44 own a home;
. The average household size of 3.8 people per household compared to 3.2 for the US;
. Education: 38% have Bachelor’s degree or higher compared to 22% for the national average. 
Cultural Characteristics: The community has a strong referral base and repeat customer presence. They are quality and value conscious.

. Geographic Distribution: smaller packets of Chinese-Americans are also dispersed in rural towns, 
  often university towns, throughout the US.

. Chinatowns: Chinese community enclaves are present in most major cities. Major US Chinatowns  

  could be found in Chicago, Houston, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, NYC, Philadelphia, Portland (OR),  

  Oakland, San Francisco and WDC.
2. Filipino-American Population: Second largest Asian-American group with a population of 1,864,120 (Filipinos only).

. Population growth rates of 30.3% from 1990 to 2000 and 81.6% from 1980 to 1990.
. It comprised 18.30% of the Asian-American population and 0.66% of the US population.

Leading US States – CA (918,678), HI (170,635), IL (86,298), NJ (85,245) and NY (81,861);
. Geographical Distribution: Filipino-Americans tend to settle in a more dispersed fashion, settling 
down in communities across the country without a need for establishing ties with other Filipino- 

  Americans in a locality;
. Little Manilas: Filipino community enclaves in the US, known as Little Manila (or Manilatowns or  

  Filipinotowns) could be found in Daly City near San Francisco and West Covina near Los Angeles. In 
  major cities, only San Francisco, South Market and Excelsior districts contain a significant Filipino 
  population. Historic Little Manilas exist in Los Angeles and Stockton.

Education: 39% (25 years and over) have a Bachelor’s degree or higher. Median education level is 13 years;
. The highly educated community is commonly found in nursing and medical professions;
. About 37% are in technical, sales, administrative jobs; 27% in managerial and professional jobs, and 

  17% in service jobs;
Economics: As a result of the level of their education, Most Filipino-Americans are now in middle class and the community enjoys substantial well-being. This is especially true for those working in nursing where US suffers a deficiency in skilled labor.

Financial indicators: estimated annual buying power of $15 billion;

. Annual median income of $46,698;

. Per capita income of $19,259;

. 82% of households have annual income of over $35,000.

Acculturation: Because of the presence of American culture in the Philippines, the community does not go through a cultural shock after moving to the US. The ease of integration and assimilation of Filipino-Americans into American society has gained them the label of the “invisible minority.”
Language: Though most Filipinos speak English fluently, they also speak Tagalog, Visayan 

(Cebuano), Taglish and Ilocano at home. The fluency in Tagalog and various languages tends to be lost among send- and third-generation Filipino-Americans as they get acculturated into mainstream American society.

Religion: Unlike most other Asian-Americans, Filipino-Americans largely share mainstream American religious beliefs and values. Filipino-Americans tend to be devout in their faith traditions: attending church services every Sunday, reading the Bible, reciting the rosary, and donating to Catholic Charities. 
Society: Filipino-Americans are extremely hospitable by nature and are fond of celebrating with families, extended families and friends. Family celebrations often extend to become neighborhood block parties.
Festivals: Most Filipino festivals occur in May during Asian Pacific American Heritage Month and Flores de Mayo, a Roman Catholic harvest festival in honor pf the Blessed Virgin Mary.

3. Asian American or Asian Indian Population: Third largest Asian-American group with a population of 1,645,510 (Indian only).

. Population growth rates of 106% from 1990 to 2000 and 125.6% from 1980 to 1990.
. It comprised of 16.38% of the Asian-American population and 0.58% of the US population.
South-Asian Affiliation: Indian Americans, commonly known as Asian Indians (to differentiate them from American Indians) comprise the largest subgroup of South Asians consisting of people fro Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka.

. The countries and their respective immigrant communities share some common cultural, social and linguistic characteristics and thus are often clubbed together as one homogeneous region. Some immigrants come from the Caribbean, East Africa and Fiji who identify themselves as South Indians.

South Asian Population: Indians (1,645,510), Pakistanis ((153,533), Bangladeshis ((41,280), and Sri Lankans (20,145).
. Geographical Distribution: In contrast to East Asian Americans who tend to be concentrated in CA and other areas near the Pacific Coast, Asian Indians are more evenly distributed throughout the country. The community, however, has a preference for metropolitan areas where 90% of them reside.

Asian Indian Population by US Metropolitan Areas (5 largest): NY (440,194), San Francisco/Oakland/San Jose (144,231), Chicago (116,868), Los Angeles (104,482), and Washington-Baltimore (88,211)

. Asian Indian Population by US States (top 5): CA (314,819), NY (251,724), NJ (169,180), TX (129,365), and FL (70,740).

Language: Indian American subgroups have preference for their native Indian tongues like Hindi, Punjabi, Gujarati, Bengali, Telugu, Marathi, Malayalam, Tamil, Kannada, Urdu, Kashmiri, and many other regional languages representing different communities;
. Asian Indians have also a good comprehension of the English language and thus often get an edge over other immigrants overseas. About 73% of South Asians speak English and at least one other language;
. Limited English Proficiency of Asian Indians – 23%; Bangladeshi – 52%; Pakistani – 32%; and Sri Lankan – 18%;
Media Preference: 50% of online South Asians read a South Asian newspaper, 22% read South Asia publications on a regular basis. 
. Cultural Characteristics: Indian Americans comprise of people from various cultures and widely varying socio-economic status, education, place of residence, generation, views, values, lifestyle and appearance. They constitute one of the most diverse communities in the nation.
. Household Size: Asian Indians – 3.1; Pakistani – 3.7; Bangladeshi – 3.7; Sri Lankan – 2.8.

. 83% have nuclear families and 6% have extended families.

. Education: 75% of Asian Indians who work have a Bachelor’s degree or higher.

Incomes: Highest median household income of $61,322 – among all US ethnic groups (Pakistani - $45,576; Bangladeshi - $37,064; Sri Lankan – 52,392).

. Highest per capita income of $26,415 – among all US ethnic groups (Sri Lankan - $26,330; Pakistani  

  $17,685; Bangladeshi - $13,532);
. Combined disposable income of $88 billion;
. Estimated annual buying power of $20 billion

. Employment: Asian Indians are very well educated and many are doctors, engineers and technology 

  experts.
 Business Ownership: The community is well represented as small business owners, motel owners and tax drivers.

. Home Ownership: Asian-Indian – 47%; Sri Lankan – 51%; Pakistani – 40%; Bangladeshi – 26%. 

Immigration: 50% of the H-1 work visas each year are taken by Asian Indians; 26,000 Asian Indians enter the US every year on student visas;

. Foreign-Born Populations: Asian Indians – 73%; Bangladeshi – 83%; Sri Lankan – 79%; Pakistani – 74%.

4. Vietnamese-American Population: Fourth largest Asian-American group with a population of 1,110,207 (Vietnamese only).
. Population growth rates of 89.2% from 1990 to 2000 and 125.3% from 1980 to 1990.

. It comprised of 10.95% of the Asian-American population and 0.39% of the US population;

. Of the total--564,424 live in western states; 335,679 live in the southern states; 115,487 live in the 

  northeastern states, and 106,938 live in the mid-western states.

. “Overseas Vietnamese” refers to communities of Vietnamese living outside Vietnam in a diaspora, 

  more so in USA and Canada. 
Leading States (top 5): CA (447,032), TX (134,961), WA (96,149), VA (37,309), and MA (33,962).

Leading Counties (top 5): Orange (135,548), Santa Clara (99,986), Los Angeles (78,102), Harris, TX (55,489), and San Diego (33,504);

. Orange County has the largest concentration of Vietnamese-Americans and is the largest Vietnamese population concentration outside Vietnam;

. Within Orange County, the cities of Westminster (30.7%) and Garden Grove (21.4% have the highest concentration of Vietnamese-Americans; 
. Westminster is considered the main cultural center of Vietnamese-Americans with several in-language 

  media outlets originating from this and adjacent areas.
Little Saigons: Vietnamese-American businesses are generally located in Little Saigons and Chinatowns. Some popular Little Saigons could be found in: Westminster, Orange County (Bolsa Avenue), Sacramento (Stockton Avenue), San Francisco (Larkin St.), San Jose (San Jose City), Houston (Bellaire Blvd.), Seattle (12th Avenue/Jackson St.), Oklahoma City (Military Dr./Asia District).
5. Korean-American Population: Fifth largest Asian-American group with a population of 1,072,682 (Koreans only).

. Population growth rates of 35.1% from 1990 to 2000 and 134.8% from 1980 to 1990.

. It comprises 10.51% of the Asian-American population and 0.38% of the US population.

. A recent survey done by the South Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade counted 2,157,498 ethnic Koreans living in the US in 2003.

. About one-tenth of Korean-Americans are adoptees who are or have been raised by mainly white 

  families. They may be found anywhere in the country, and in most cases do not have Korean names.

. Geographic Distribution: 44% live in the West; 23% in the Northeast; 19% in the South; and 14% in the Mid-West.
. Population – Leading 5 States (top 5):  CA (345,882), NY (119,846), NJ (65,349), IL (51,453), and WA (46,880). VA ranks 7th with 45,279 and MD 8th with 39,155.

. Leading Regions: Los Angeles, New York City and WDC Metro; 96% of Korean-Americans live in the metro areas compared with 80% of the US population. 
Immigration: Over 1/3 are foreign-born; ranked ninth in foreign-born population; 30% of naturalized citizens; 78% immigrated after 1980.
. Language: 78% speak Korean as their main language.

Financial Indicators: Average household income of foreign-born Korean-Americans is $62,064;

. Average household income of native-born Korean-Americans is $71,550;

. Estimated spending power of $3.6 billion;

. Median household income of $40,183;

. Per capita income of $18,027;

. Buying Preferences: Korean-Americans are known to be extremely brand-conscious consumers. Their 
  preference for metro living provides them a means to live their metro lifestyles.
Education: 35% have Bachelor’s degree or higher; 48.9% of foreign-born and 61.8% of native-born Korean-Americans have a Bachelor’s degree.

. Employment: 32% are white-collar professionals;

. Business Ownerships: Nationally, Korean-Americans own 20% of all dry cleaning businesses. In S. 

  CA they own 45% of liquor stores, 46% of small grocery markets, and 45% of one-hour photo shops.  

  A study done of green groceries on a segment of Broadway in Manhattan, NY found that Koreans o

  owned 75% of the groceries, and 78% of the owners had college degrees. 
Koreatowns: Popular Koreatowns and Korean enclaves in the US could be found in: Los Angeles (Wilshire Center, Howard Heights, Pico Heights), New York (Sixth Avenue, Avenue of the Americas, 32nd Street, Elmhurst, Flushing), Annandale, VA (Little River Turnpike), Atlanta, GA (Doraville, Duluth), Bergen County, NJ ((fort Lee, Englewood Cliffs, Palisades Park, Cliffside Park, Edgewater), Chicago (Lawrence Avenue, Albany Park, Lincoln Avenue, Northbrook, Glenview), Dallas (I-35, Royal Lane), Oakland (Telegraph Avenue, 14th Street), San Diego (Kearney Mesa, Convoy Street).
Church Affiliation: Church has been an important community center, particularly for the ilse, first generation. It is a gathering place where one can feel comfortable, talk in Korean, and make kye 
associations. Members of later generations are not as likely to feel such strong church connections, partly because they are less fluent in the language, but also because of cultural differences such as less emphasis on the Confucian respect for authority and acquiescence to patriarchal hierarchy.
Cultural Orientation: Korean-Americans are so aware of differences across generations that they not only have special words to describe the first (ilse) and second (ise) generations, but also have given a name for the generation that was born in Korea and moved here before they were teen-agers (il chum o se). As would be difficulties with identity issues are particularly common with this generation.

6. Japanese-American Population: Sixth largest Asian-American group with a population of 795,051 (Japanese only). Japanese-American population declined 6.3% from 1990 to 2000. The 1990 Census reported 847,562 Japanese residents (52% in CA; 41% in HI). The 2000 Census reported 796,700 Japanese residents (with similar distribution patterns).
. It comprised 7.7% of the Asian-American population and 0.25% of the US population.

. Fewer Japanese have immigrated to the US since 1990-2000 and those already in this country have 

  higher rates of inter-racial marriage.

Leading States:  CA, HI, OR and WA.

. Japantowns: Japantown is a common name for local community enclaves in big cities. They are also called Little Tokyos, Nihonmachis or J-Towns.

. Generations: Japanese-Americans have special names for each of its generations in the US. The first generation born in Japan or Okinawa is called Issei. The second generation is Nisei, third is Sansei, fourth is Yonsei and fifth is Gosei. The term Nikkei was termed by Japanese-American sociologists and encompasses the entire population across generations.

. Language: Limited English proficiency of 21%; Issei (first generation) and Nissei (second generation) speak Japanese or Okinawan in addition to English as a second language. Later generations speak English as their first language and Japanese as a second language.
. Interracial: Japanese were more likely to report one or more other races or Asian groups with 4.8% reporting Japanese with one or more Asian groups, 21% reporting Japanese with one or more other races and 4.8% reporting, in addition, one or more other races and Asian groups.

. Education: Japanese-American culture paces great value on the education of its youth. Across generations, parents tend to push their children to study for long hours and venture into advanced subjects.

. About 28% of Japanese-Americans have a Bachelor’s degree or higher.

. Income: Median household income of $51,191;

. Per capita income of $25,576;

. Home ownership rate of 60%;

. Average household size of 2.25 people

. Religion: Japanese-Americans are typically Christians. Only a small minority are also followers of Mahayana Buddhism, Zen Buddhism and sectarian Shinto.
. After Filipino-Americans, Japanese-Americans are the second largest Asian Christian community. The church is one of the most important cultural foundations for Japanese-Americans.
. Japanese Americans tend to discard original religious values for most of its cultural celebrations and holidays. Instead, such celebrations are sectarian in nature and focus on the community-sharing aspects.

. Farming: Japanese-Americans have made significant contributions to agriculture in the western US, particularly in CA and HI.

7. Other Asian Groups’ Demographics:  Cambodian (178,043), Laotian (167,792), Hmong (170,049), Taiwanese (132,144), Thai (110,851), Indonesian (44,186), and Malaysian (15,029).

8. Asian-American Media: Asian-American men in the age group of 25-54 spend on average 50% more time on the Internet than all other men in the same age groups, and 9% more time than 
      average reading newspapers. They spend less time than average watching television, 18% less time 
      than average reading magazines, and a significant 55% less time than average listening to radio. 
      Internet and ethnic newspapers are clearly the preferred medium of communication when targeting 
      Asian-Americans.

If you are interested in a comprehensive list of Asian-American outlets for your review, including print, television, Internet and radio media, contact Ameredia at 415-618-0212, or email biz@ameredia.com to add your name to their list.

