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PROCLAMATION URGING THE US CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT TO ENACT LEGISLATION TO RECOGNIZE THE SERVICES AND RESTORE VETERANS' BENEFITS TO FILIPINO VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II

The Filipino World War II Veterans issue stemmed from Public Law 79-301, also known as the Rescission Act of 1946.  A rider in the act provided that “service in the organized military forces of the Government of the Commonwealth of the Philippines, while such forces were in the service of the armed forces of the United States pursuant to the military order of the President of the United States dated July 26, 1941, shall not be deemed to be or to have been service in the military or naval forces of the United States for any law of the United States conferring rights, privileges and benefits upon any such person”.  This matter revolves around two (2) major concerns, namely:

1. The recognition of “services” of Filipino World War II Veterans to be deemed active service to the military of the United States; and

2. The “benefits” associated with the “services” once recognized.

Today, there is legislation filed in the 109th US Congress that positively responds to this issue.  On the occasion of the 60th Anniversary of the Commemoration of the End of World War II, we issue this proclamation in support for the Filipino Veterans of World War II.

PROCLAIMED, BY THE ASIAN AMERICAN BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE, that we urge the President and the Congress of the United States to honor and recognize the faithful services and contributions of our Filipino World War II Veterans and direct the federal government, through the Department of Veterans Affairs, to provide them the corresponding veteran's benefits.
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Rawlein G. Soberano. Ph.D.

President

30 September 2005
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