Will Barack Obama be Able to Bring the Change America Seeks?
        One of the aftermaths of the debates in Philadelphia between the two Democratic contenders (Hillary Clinton & Barack Obama) was the persistent hounding by Clinton of Obama’s un-preparedness to be commander-in-chief because of his lack of experience and of his membership in the church of Rev. Jeremiah Wright that Clinton labeled as anti-American and un-Christian for lashing out at white America. Frankly, when one looks at Wright’s sermons vis-à-vis those of Martin Luther King’s, the former pales in comparison. 
         They question Obama’s patriotism because he does not pin the American flag on his lapel, a flimsy argument to establish one’s patriotism. They say the same thing about Rev. Wright because he dares to question America’s actions both at home and abroad. Am I unpatriotic because I do not subscribe to the cliché of “my county, right or wrong?” I always thought that statement was an expression of blind obedience and ignorance, sacrificing one’s individuality and conscience for the sake of the crowd. Maybe that’s what has gotten us into trouble these days overseas, because we saw the misguided foreign policy of our country through leaders who do not know the difference in a lie from their inability to speak the truth, exploiting and harming other countries, and we held our tongue. Would it be politically wrong to do so? It takes courage these days to swim against the tide and not just go with the flow.
         Of the three candidates wanting our support and votes, the choice is clear. The lady candidate will say and do anything to get elected and continue the dynastic trend started by her husband to replace another dynasty that is now in its third generation. The elderly gentleman is better when he “had” more principles under his belt until recently. Not anymore! In the process, his desire to win made him to succumb to the pressure to go where the votes and money are. He holds some of the most unpopular positions among the three of them, such staying in Iraq indefinitely because leaving will be tantamount to surrender, while common sense makes one question his persistence in the face of all odds that it is physically impossible to achieve victory when we are caught in the midst of a civil war; more tax cuts; hands-off on the imploding housing industry; hostile posture towards China and Russia, among others.

         Dick Morris’ poll shows Obama won the traditional Democratic and female virtues of understanding problems and caring about people, boosted by new voter registrants, independents and Republicans (who will never vote for Clinton) who had been disillusioned by GWB’s administration, from the war in Iraq, the troubled economy, weak dollar, conspicuous coddling of political contributors through continuous tax cuts, deterioration of the environment, incompetence and shady character of some political appointees, some of whom are now in jail or have resigned, whose only qualification is their personal loyalty to GWB.

         He must watch out for the GOP “hounds of hell” (and their ally, Hillary Clinton) that will try to destroy him with lies and half-truths, as they did with Sen. John Kerry in 2004, stealing the votes in OH to win the presidential election. They will paint him as weak (because he won’t follow them in the gutter), left-wing, liberal, naïve neophyte whose election will give consolation and joy to fanatics in the Middle East They will sow hatred among people of ill-well who are not familiar with the challenges facing the country. They will badmouth him as a Muslim or Muslim sympathizer, like that Protestant minister in OH who kept repeating his name with his lips curled in venomous hatred. And he preaches the love of Christ? They will charge his wife as unpatriotic because she dared speak the truth about her experiences as a black child and young black woman in America. As the Romans put it, “Veritas amara est.” (Truth is bitter!)

         To improve his base of support, he must find a way to get some of the blue-collar Catholic votes, which will be very difficult, because of the entrenched discrimination of this group towards blacks & those different from them. They are some of the most un-accepting group of people different from them, unless you are of the same faith. Besides, they consider blacks as economic competitors who displaced them from jobs in their traditional turfs, e.g., police, firemen and sanitation, in the 1960s and 1970s when the emphasis moved to diversity. The next groups are the Hispanics, many of whom are economic competitors for the same unskilled and semiskilled jobs. The third groups are women 60 years old and older who played the expected role of subservience at home, prayed for more women to enter the workforce and move up to management and one day run for the highest office in the land. The last groups are the Christian Right who fall prey to misleading literature that Obama is a hidden Muslim planted in our midst to destroy God-fearing America. Finally, he must convince blue-collar Catholics and the Christian Right that he is not weak. If his campaign is successful in attracting them, he wins. Can he bring the needed change? YES, HE CAN!
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