Sarah Palin: John McCain’s Gamble and Nightmare (Part II)

       One month has passed since the RNC in MN. The GOP selection surprised the nation in the nomination and selection of the governor of AK, Sarah Palin, who energized the GOP base and evangelicals with her speech which she read eloquently and made her the darling of the right-wing pundits. It was pleasing to the ears to hear one of their own who thinks and acts like them, though it took away character and integrity in her own right. She was used! Her speech did not impress others outside the base. In the past 3 weeks, the rising star started to descend with calls from once-friendly pundits for her to step down.
        Many questions have been asked about her proper vetting as to why she as chosen, and whether she is qualified to come out of a small state (with population similar to Baltimore’s) and play in the big leagues. The past 3 weeks have shown that she has fallen short of people’s expectation of her, made lower after her previous interviews from Charlie Gibson and Katie Couric. It showed that the reader of the RNC speech is different from the person who has to answer questions without something to read from, coming across as ignorant but arrogant that she qualifies to be president of the United States because of her experience as mayor of a 7,500-town of Wasilla and governor of a 650,000 state that is smaller than some mid-size cities of the US. She is Dan Quayle in a dress with lipstick. It was not fair for the GOP to throw her out there in an environment over her head. 
        The Republican-slated media tell us one thing about her which is different from the real SP. Does it make a Dem. reckless when he picks a VP without fully vetted, but makes a GOP a maverick if the selection bypassed the vetting process? Does it make a Dem. an arrogant celebrity if he is popular with millions of people, but is energizing the base if she is a popular GOP female candidate? Does it make a Dem. candidate extremist if he goes to a south-side Chicago church, but strongly principled, if she believes in Creationism and doesn’t believe global-warming is man-made. The right-wing press calls “First Dog” a 13-year old Chelsea Clinton, but calls you “beautiful and courageous” (Bristol Palin) if you’re a 17-year old pregnant unwed daughter of a GOP governor. These people are mean; they choose the weapons of combat; they twist any event to their favor, like their announcement that McCain won the first debate even before it took place.
        SP carries too much luggage, e.g., dysfunctional family, vindictiveness towards people who disagree with her, Trooper-gate, accepting gifts from individuals and corporations, internal support for and outward opposition to earmarks, witchcraft exorcism, alleged sexual liaison with 2 business partners of her husband (Scott Richter/recreational property and Brad Hansen/car wash), and going after a librarian to settle personal scores. She left Wasilla as mayor with $20 million in debt. It didn’t have any when she took office. She cannot run the state by email (not by Yahoo) to people whom she appointed. Management by email is her management style and experience.
        This woman is no conservative based on her dysfunctional family. Conservatives have never been agents of change regardless of the current political spin (message of change stolen from the other side). They are only agents of change for going back to the old days. Our founding fathers wanted change, a complete break with the past. They wanted democracy when the world was under dictators and monarchs. They wanted power for the people when the world was run by rich and powerful aristocrats. The nature of conservatives is to resist change.
        The GOP thought they could continue to demonize Obama and the Dems. by calling them liberals instead of progressives because they believe their definition would stick forever. In the process they have pulled themselves under because action speaks louder than words.  The neocons profess to be conservatives as they lied to push the Bush adm. to invade Iraq. They like SP because they think she is not only naïve but also dumb (5 schools in 6 years to obtain a degree in Journalism) and could manipulate her freely, tell her what to say and do. If there’s a future in the relationship, let’s see what the future holds for them and who is going to swallow whom. I’ll put my bet on the barracuda. She scares me, like the Greeks were scared of the Gorgon.

        The future and the fate of the GOP and its prospects in Nov. hinges on her performance at the Oct. 4 debate with Joe Biden. If she can manage to maintain her own ground, a tie would declare her the winner against the verbose Dem. Unfortunately the McCain people are not comfortable to let her out on her own. The McCain camp needs to stop stonewalling her, and let this woman speak for herself. They can try to do a lot of information dump on her as they want, but keeping her away from the media only fuels the fear that she is not up to the job, a big question mark on McCain’s judgment or lack of it.
(Next Week: “Barack Obama: The Refined Warrior and Cultured Gentleman,” Part III)   
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