The Loser in the Blagojevich Scandal
        In 2007, the Corporate Crime Reporter crunched DOJ statistics to the 35 most populous states of the US by corruption. The top 3 were LA, MS and KY, followed by AL, OH and IL (6th). The scandal involving Gov. Otto Kerner (Blotto Otto; 1960-1968) came about after he and his campaign manager were convicted for a variety of offenses from activities on behalf of certain racing interests in return for more than $150k. Gov. Dan Walker (1972-1976) was charged in the S&L scheme involving fraudulent loans for repairs on his yacht which was called “The Governor’s Lady.” Gov. George Ryan (1998-2002) was caught selling truck drivers’ licenses. The FBI investigation charged 79 state workers and lobbyists; 75 people were convicted. No one has been acquitted.
        Illinois’ claim to notoriety is its corruption that involved not just past governors but other elected officials as well who ended up in jail for some malefaction or another. It must have started on a city level and culminated in the governor’s office without the latter realizing that their actions were subjected to a much closer scrutiny on the state level. The actions of Blago reminded the nation of Illinois’ shameful history of crooked governors. These are serious allegations that will not go away this time without the governor stepping down in disgrace. Any of the 3 allegations is enough to derail any public servant for violating the trust his constituents placed on him, selling a US Senate seat, hustling the Chicago Tribune and attempt to trade pediatric healthcare payment for campaign cash. This culture of corruption goes back to the late 19th century, when a gambling-house owner (Michael Cassius McDonald) created the city’s first political machine. Under machine-style rule, those in power would hand out contacts, jobs and social services in exchange for political support.
        During his 3 terms in the US Congress, Blago brought back the bacon--$240 million in federal funds to the Chicago Transit Authority and another $10 million to help protect Lake Michigan shorelines.  He grabbed the headlines when he went to Yugoslavia with Rev. Jesse Jackson to negotiate the release of 3 American soldiers with the Pres. Slovodan Milosevic. He put his sights on the governorship in 2002 and portrayed himself as a “regular guy” (“Just call me Rod”) who wanted to do right by the middle class. That’s why he got the endorsement of Mayor Richard Daley, the SEIU, the IL Federation of Teachers, AFSCME and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters. He announced his reelection campaign in 2006 by promising not to raise state income and sales taxes in his 2nd term.
        His wife’s involvement did not help Blago at all. Participating in backroom calls with obscenities oozing out of her mouth like a sailor, she strategized with him on how to leverage his political position into a high-paying job for herself, get back at some personnel of the Chicago Tribune, and was considering various options where she could make the most money, like moving away from real estate and into a nonprofit homeless agency. It paints a picture of an aggressively ambitious, cash-hungry and money-grabbing woman who was prepared to destroy anyone who stands on her way to glory and riches.
        You have to commend Barack Obama’s good judgment for distancing himself from Blago, even though the latter was one of the first to endorse him for president. Colleagues said the two have not talked for more than a year, except for a requisite handshake at a funeral or public event. Blago never campaigned for Obama and never stumped for him. He arrived late at the Democratic National Convention (he is habitually late for public events), where he was not asked to speak and skipped Obama’s victory night at Grant Park.

        Blago was elected in 2002 as a reform governor but has faced a series of investigations and ethical irregularities ever since. Obama relied on the establishment when he needed it, but maintained enough distance as an outsider. If ever there were two people who were exact opposites, it was Obama and Blago. The relationship was fine in the beginning, with Obama sponsoring legislation in the State senate and Blago signing the bills until Obama started to outshine him. He never endorsed Obama in his US Senate bid in 2004. On the campaign trail, Obama highlighted his distance from Blago and his administration. A special election to fill his Senate seat is not feasible because it would take several months and would cost as much as $50 million.
        The decent thing for Blago to do is to resign, which is the surest and efficient way to remove him, or be impeached and thrown out of office as unfit to govern through a request by the State Attorney General for intervention from the State Supreme Court. He has lost his right to govern for his malfeasance, soliciting a payoff and defrauding the citizens of Illinois of their right to his honest services. Blago, who repeatedly complains of financial hardship on the secretly recorded FBI tapes, owes the law firm of Winston and Strawn $500k for personal and campaign legal work. He was mulling an ambassadorship, or to be Secretary of HHS, or set up his wife with a cushy, high-paying position on a corporate board. These aspirations will never come to fruition. His political career is over! Corruption in Illinois cannot be ended by arrests and indictments alone. The people of the state (who are the losers) must be willing to root out corruption to solve the problem.
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