The Republican Party: Rule by Fiat (Part I)
       The Republicans tried their best during the months leading to the elections to demonize Sen. Obama and scare the county that the candidate of the Democratic Party for president will lead the country to socialism for supporting bailing out different financial institutions, from Fannie-Freddie and the banking industry to the insurance companies and the automobile industry, to avoid imploding the economy. They have conveniently forgotten that “democracy” during their tenure was a meaningless word that shut us out from what was going on and assured us “not to worry about anything because they knew what was best for us.”

        Their attitude towards America was disturbingly dictatorial. The slogan that would best articulate this shameful attitude is: Because we said so! How do you know there was nothing constructive or innovative in that special hearing that was off limits to the public? Because we said so! How do you know that there were no private sector attendees in a government policy meeting who shouldn’t have been there? Because we said so! How do you know the American people will accept and support this initiative? Because we said so! And they called this “democracy”?
        How could we have access to public records of what the government is doing? No problem because state-of-the-arts media manipulation software makes it easy to get away with misstatements, half-truths and outright lies. Remember Paul Wolfowitz’s astounding assertion in front of a Congressional Committee in 2004 that the US death in Iraq was 500 (to make it palatable), but the correct number was 722. What are a few hundred more among armchair warriors? Besides, round numbers are so much easier for congressmen and the media to work with. The Right is messing up the lives of the American people. The guiding principle of its New Democracy is a deep mistrust, bordering on contempt, of the American people which is in inverse proportion to their undying faith in the ability of the over-privileged, under-taxed elites to decide what is best for America and the world.

        They follow their mentor (GWB) who has abused his power and trampled upon the Constitution. He bypassed laws and treaties that he said infringed on his executive power, hid information from Congress and the courts, centralized control of government in the White House, detained American citizens without charges, and used signing statements to challenge more laws than all his predecessors combined. He willed more executive power than was allowed to do lasting damage to our institutions. He has given bad example to other presidents after him about unfettered power on how to govern as a tyrant, even in a “democracy.”
        We talk big about being a country of laws, but our actions show otherwise. In the spring of 2007, the US was racked by scandals and their consequent cover-ups, e.g., Scooter Libby for perjury and obstruction of justice in the Valerie Plame case, our treatment of our wounded soldiers at Walter Reed Hospital, the firing of 9 US Attorneys for their prosecution of GOP corruption or too sluggish in prosecuting the Democrats. The cover-ups that followed pointed to the White House as the originator of this intervention in the office of Karl Rove.

        This administration is in the pockets of the Right. The White House is subservient to the Right. It is not a coincidence that of the elected officials and candidates under federal investigations between 2001 and 2006, 79% were Democrats and 18% were Republicans. They have made some of the agencies the “bad guys” of their anti-social agenda, e.g., using EPA to weaken environmental protection, State to campaign against diplomacy (vs. going to war to kick butts), FDA to undermine food safety, NASA to demolish climate change.
        The habitual lying of rouges Bush and Cheney and their propensity for using bullying tactics, e.g., fighting Islamic extremists at home if we do not destroy Saddam Hussein’s WMD now, approval of the $700 billion bailout now or we face a financial Armageddon. This style of governing was exposed at the Libby trial and the vicious campaign against the “uncooperative” US Attorneys. It has contaminated the White House and the Republican Party. The American people saw through all their shenanigans and threw the rascals out and almost everyone identified with their Party on Election Day.
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