The World’s Reaction to Obama’s Nomination
        The world is overjoyed at the nomination of the first African-American to be the standard bearer of the Democratic Party in the November elections. The excitement is less about his foreign policies than a sense that the candidacy of a black American with relatives in Africa and childhood friends in Asia marks a historic moment. His selection sends a positive signal around the world, where America’s image and reputation is crippled or limping. This signal is boosted by his appealing personal traits of eloquence, warmth, candor and clarity of ideas. At this stage of his campaign, they have not delved into what his policies are towards the Middle East, Iran, Iraq, China, Europe, Africa, South America, among others. They have time to wait for them. 
         Obama has great support in Europe, the heartland of anti-Bush sentiment. An editorial of the Times of London said his campaign “has rekindled America’s faith in its prodigious power of reinvention and the world’s admiration for America.” The British were jubilant, “We did it!” celebrating what they called an important racial and generational milestone for the United States. In Denmark, Politiken said he was widely seen as the candidate who could repair America’s damaged reputation. The Russians were more receptive towards him because they know McCain is hostile to them. They were unanimous that America is not the problem but George Bush. Out goes the cowboy, in comes change and hope, and the world can love and respect America again.         
        The primaries showed the United States is actually the nation we have believed it to be, a place that is open-minded enough to have a woman or an African-American as its president, echoed a political analyst in Tokyo. It could also reduce anti-US sentiment and even turn it around, said a political science professor in South Korea. Sydney’s Morning Herald put it clearly, “Hail the great black hope: now for the white votes.” In China, leaders are nervous that a Democratic administration might put up barriers to their US exports.
          There was a lot of coverage in the African press with most commentators hoping that Obama’s victory says Kenya’s The Nation will usher in “Africa-friendly policies that would uplift the continent from poverty,” that his African heritage would lead to greater prominence for the continent in world affairs. In Egypt, a student at American University in Cairo put it eloquently that “he looks like one of us,” he is African, coming from an immigrant family, whose brown color is shared by hundreds of millions of people. In many countries, his youth and profile represent a welcome generational and stylistic change for America. 
          Even though there are some concerns in Israel concerning Obama’s nomination, this was neutralized by his speech at AIPAC (American Israeli Public Affairs Committee) for his “unreserved support for Israel and its security.” As the largest circulation newspaper (Yediot Aharanot) stated, the words “black president have been part of the public discourse.” Iran’s international English-language Press TV channel said that since GWB’s Mid-east policies have failed, it gives Obama new political propaganda opportunity. Palestinians commented on his AIPAC remarks as further evidence of the American attitude towards Arabs and Muslims.
          In Latin America, Obama’s recent declaration of meeting with Raul Castro and Hugo Chavez is driving GOP scare tacticians up the wall. His support from Colombian citizens is strong because of deep resentment towards George Bush administration’s policies. Venezuela’s Tal Cual believes Obama has proved himself the most economically literate of the candidates, with a longer term economic policy aimed at strengthening the middle class. Honduras’ La Prensa says the Hispanic world celebrates the victory of Obama as a symbol of change in better relations with the continent.
          The countries which voiced either hostility or reservation towards his nomination were motivated by various concerns. His nomination was not receive favorably in Pakistan because of what Obama said earlier that the US should act alone on information on terrorist targets within the country’s national borders, leading some to believe he wouldn’t be different from Bush. They felt such position would threaten their territorial sovereignty. Comments from Iran, the Palestinians and China were already mentioned earlier.
          The world of peoples of color look at him with hope to bring peace to chaotic events worldwide because he would have a better understanding of how to treat people of different cultures, nationalities and countries. It sends a clear message to what America has stood for throughout all these years—you can be whatever you want to be if you work hard at it, without regards to race, ethnicity, national origin, color of skin, or religion; yes, you can; si, se puede!
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