Serious Threats to Democracy: Stupidity and Racism (Part III)
          2008 is at a crossroad of American history as the American people go out to elect the next leaders that will take the country to the next decade. What is confusing is the case of the GOP presidential candidate who parrots change but clings to more of the same from his predecessor (GWB) who got to where he is by lying to the American people dragging us to the longest war ever, allowing his corporate friends and political contributors to raid the Treasury. JSM assures the American people that the State of the Union is financially sound and everything is just fine.
          This race has uncovered a lot about the American electorate. In parts of Appalachia and mining towns of NE and MW, it is disheartening to see the stupidity of many people who do not read and allow themselves to be manipulated by war-mongers and messengers of fear and hate through the use of loaded terms, like liberal (meaning tax & spend), elitist (educated), sexist (their female candidate is flawed), unpatriotic (did not serve in the military), baby-killer (pro-choice), Muslim (terrorists), among others. They have been brainwashed to become unthinking zombies, believing that their cause is God’s crusade. Stupid people are also racists—the lesser the education, the deeper the roots of racism and the greater the intolerance of people different from them. 
         This racism is veiled in a smiling face that won’t admit it in public because they know it is wrong. They’ll even try to impress you that “some of their friends are blacks.” They pose a great danger to democracy. Take the case of white women from small towns, rural areas and those suburban evangelical moms who will vote solely on the basis of a candidate’s gender regardless of her position on issues dear to them. They’ll vote for a pig if it has lipstick. I call these voters stupid. Listening to her interview by Charlie Gibson reminded me of the macho GWB with lipstick.  What is worse is that many of them are also racist as was shown by their demeanor at the RNC in St. Paul with snickering disdain towards people of color as they demonized Barack Obama, amidst a sea of almost all white faces. Only then did I realize that my Republican Party is now alien to me; this party and the people who hurl personal attacks on their opponents show their emptiness and inability to address issues that have impoverished many Americans because of GOP policies of the last 8 years.
          For a county that spend a lot of money on education, it is unfortunate to see this stupidity (and its accompanying racism) in our midst. This is worse than illiteracy (more than 22 million Americans) because they’re not using their head to think and decide for themselves. These two are the parents of xenophobia (hatred or fear of foreigners). Surely, education counts when voting for a candidate. Look at the academic credentials of previous and current candidates, e.g., the two Clintons, Bush, Obama, Biden, Romney versus McCain (ranked 494th in a class of 498 midshipmen at the Naval Academy) and Palin (6 colleges in 6 years before receiving a degree in communication; with no graduate degrees for either. How can we lead the world in the 21st century with this big handicap in our population? Is this the type of democracy we want to spread to other parts of the globe? I don’t think so! It is embarrassing to admit that many Americans are stupid (but it’s a fact) that makes them racist (of which they are hypocritical by crowing the contrary) which makes them intolerant and bitter towards better-educated and higher-earning minorities. 
          The historic choice in this election is between a senior self-proclaimed “maverick” who clings to the past (which he knows very well), though he clamors of (not for) change and is nonchalant about his plans for the country (hopefully away from GWB’s policies which he supported 90% of the times) in the next 4 years and a Harvard-educated African-American who worked as a community-organizer for socially and economically disadvantaged Americans to improve their lives. In the end, this election may be decided by the young voters whose future is at stake, who have been more discerning than many adult white women who are voting for one of their own regardless of qualifications. They have registered in droves, are better informed on the issues, more open in their relations with fellow Americans regardless of race, gender and religion, and are more tolerant of differences because America is diversity and its strength is in unity.
Next Week—“Looking at the Self-Proclaimed Maverick and Reformer” 
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