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        Water-boarding consists of immobilizing the victim on his back with the head inclined downwards and then pouring water over the face and into the breathing passages. By forced suffocation and inhalation of water, the subject experiences drowning. The Spanish Inquisition used it for interrogation purposes to punish, intimidate and force confessions. In July 2007, it was reported that the CIA was water-boarding prisoners and that DOJ had authorized the procedure.

         Looking back at history, during the Philippine War of Independence against the US (1898-1902) as understood by the Filipinos, also known as the Philippine War of Rebellion, as understood by the Americans, water-boarding got Major Edwin Glenn court-martialed but got him only a slight sentence of one-month suspension and a $50 fine. Pres. Teddy Roosevelt called for an end to such practice. In that effort, he ordered the court-martial of Gen. Jacob Smith on the island of Samar where the worst abuses occurred. The court-martial found him only as acting with excessive force (wink, wink from his comrades-in-arms). TR disregarded the verdict and had him dismissed from the Army.
         During WW II, Japanese troops (esp. the Kempeitai) and the German secret police (Gestapo) used water-boarding as a method of torture. One of the US airmen (Cham Nielsen) who flew in the Doolittle raid of Tokyo after the Japanese sneak attack on Pearl Harbor suffered this fate and was ultimately beheaded. When the victim could ingest no more water, the interrogators would beat or jump on the distended stomach. Eight Kempeitais were executed for water-boarding British prisoners. Either way, the suffering was inhuman. Yukio Asano was sentenced to 15 years of hard labor for water-boarding an American civilian, John Burton. It was also declared illegal by US generals during the Vietnam War. When the NP published a picture of water-boarding of a NV POW by 2 US soldiers and a SV soldier near Da Nang as a fairly common practice, the photo got the soldier court-martialed by the US Military Court &and his Army discharge  .
         In 1983, TX Sheriff James Parker and 3 of his deputies were convicted for conspiring to force confessions for subjecting prisoners to a suffocating water torture ordeal. This generally included the placement of a towel over the nose & mouth of the prisoner and the pouring of water in the towel until the prisoner began to move, jerk or otherwise indicate that he was suffocating and/or drowning. The sheriff was sentenced to 10 years in prison and the deputies to 4 years.  Abu Ghraib was the prison detention facility where Iraqi men and women endured routine heinous acts of torture, rape, sodomy and even murder. Former Brig. Gen. Janet Karpinsky said 90% of them were being held without charge, and she became the scapegoat of this ignominy when it should have been Don Rumsfeld who should have been held responsible and justifiably punished.

         The “enhanced interrogation techniques” (also referred to as rough interrogations, harsh interrogations, the CIA’s interrogation methods) and “alternative set of procedures” were terms adopted by the criminal Bush administration, headed by Dick “Attila” Cheney (who pressured CIA operatives to find him a connection between al Quaeda and Saddam Hussein, and masterminded an assassination squad) as used by US military intelligence and CIA (demeaning them in the process). They justified this deviance from the standard American norm of decency and humane treatment of prisoners of war as necessary to extract information from captives as part of the War on Terror. All these new and innocent sounding terms are simply a euphemism for torture.

         Philip Zekilow, a longtime diplomat & counselor to Condi Rice at the State Dept. and Exec Director of the 9/11 Commission was forthright in his opposition to the harsh interrogation techniques used the “forces of evil.” He disagreed with the legal reasoning of Bush’s Office of Legal Counsel to justify the use of harsh interrogation methods. He claims that copies of a memo he circulated to detail his opposing views were destroyed by the White House which couldn’t even stand by their position without destroying evidence to pretend that they never held it.

It was the Bush administration that broke the tradition of doing what is right and decent by Americans that pulled the country down because of their criminal propensities. This is a big challenge to BHO to fix!
