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        The annual NASSCOM Conference in Mumbai is the leading indicator of India’s well-being. Its powerful software industry association was usually a boisterous event in the past. Last month (February) was the exception. The hot topic at the conference revolved around survival—“Hard Times: Slow Economy, Sales Slump; Will It Get Worse? Will You Survive?” Tata’s CEO (S. Ramadorai) warned to monitor the situation on the ground already. The co-founder of Infosys Technology (Nandan Nilekani) agreed that too much growth (30%) built inefficiencies to make them lose control of their companies. The CEO of New Delhi Technologies (Vinut Nayar) was even blunter warning them that he was worried about the future in the short-, medium or long-term and to get their act together or they may all go down.
        The India that many Americans know is one that is projected by Bollywood (Hollywood’s counterpart), more so now after “Slumdog Millionaire” got the Best Picture Academy Award in 2009. That is not the India that drives many of its citizens to leave it behind. Why do 1 million Indians leave their country every year? Any crackdown on illegal immigrants abroad or restricting quotas to Indians are a major concern to India’s politicians. The latest statistics from DHS shows the number of Indian illegal immigrants jumped 125% since 2000. A recent national report warned that nearly 30% of the country’s 716 million-strong-workforce will be out of jobs by 2020. The government doesn’t have the resources or political will to find jobs for such a large population. Have you ever wondered why no one who got out ever returned to India for a living?

        Its poverty accounts for 40% of the world’s poor (more than the whole of Africa), and its fiscal deficit is one of the highest in the world. It ranks 96th among 119 developing countries in the Global Hunger Index (GHI). Some six out of ten Indians live in the countryside where abject poverty is widespread. A major area of their vulnerability is the high-consolidated public-debt to GDP ratio of over 70% and consolidated fiscal debt, as stated by the Governor of the State Reserve Bank of India. From its current account balance, India is listed as # 152 and China is #1, as reported by the CIA.  In 2006, it received the highest amount of remittance globally at $27 billion ($20 billion came from the Gulf expatriate workforce).
        India allocates lower than 1% of its GDP to healthcare. Its spending in this area is the 18th lowest in the world. With a total population of 1.028 billion, there are only 585 rural hospitals versus 985 urban hospitals in the country. Out of 6,039,729 registered doctors, only 67,576 are in the public sector; the rest are in private practice or have gone abroad. Corruption is endemic; 25% paid bribe to obtain a service; 68% believe that government efforts to stop corruption are ineffective. More than 90% consider the police and political parties as the worst corrupt institution. Only 5% of development fund reached intended recipients.

        It is a parliamentary democracy but rather less than a fully free society. Elections are generally free, but government effectiveness and accountability are undermined by “pervasive criminality in politics, decrepit state institutions and widespread corruption.” Thirty-five elite Hindu families own a quarter ($191 billion) of its GDP, leaving 85% of ordinary Hindus as poor. The dominant group of Hindu nationalists come from three upper castes (Brahmin, Kshatriya and Vaishya) that constitute 10% of the population but claim 80% of the jobs in the new economy, e.g., software, biotechnology and hotel management; 60% do not have access to financial institutions.

More than 165 million Dalits (untouchables) are abused (raped, murdered, houses burned) by Hindu upper castes for their birth. Its jails hold a disproportionate number of the country’s Muslims, a sign of discrimination and alienation from the Hindu majority. The government calls the tribal or Dalit violence as “Maoist terror.” 
         Hindus hold the majority positions in government, media, parliament, and business. It has the highest number of street children in the world. Mumbai, Delhi, Calcutta each have an estimated street-children population of over 100,000. The total number of child labor is estimated to be over 60 million. The level of child nutrition is among the highest in the world, higher than sub-Sahara Africa. Nearly 9 out of 10 pregnant women aged between 15 and 49 suffer from malnutrition, about half of them children (47%) under the age of 5 suffer from underweight, and 21% of the population is undernourished. On average, a woman commits suicide every 4 hours over a dowry dispute. Rape is the fastest-growing crime.

        To live in dignity enjoying relative freedom, one has to leave India if he can do it. It’s easier said than done. These potential expatriates will leave, given the first chance to do so. With this massive exodus, heading here now that the UK is closed to them, they have set their eyes towards our shores. Those who will be left behind will be a violently charged and polarized society. A 2006 opinion poll by Outlook-AC Nielsen showed that 46% wanted to settle down in the US. In the Hindutva heartland of Gujarat, 51% of the people want to move to the US. What happened to their boisterous claim of “national pride of India?”
