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        Desperate people may take desperate measures in their own hands and may hurt many Asian-Indians (Americans) who have been here for a long time and those with green cards because of the ubiquitous presence of Indian nationals (foreigners) who carry H-1B visa and are taking good jobs away from American workers. You would not recognize one from the other. As a matter of fact, when H-1B visas (65,000) for 2009 become available April 1, the bulk of these visas will go to Asian-Indians within 24 hours of April 1; these do not include the L1 visa holders (20,000) for graduates of grad schools. Most of the recipients come from countries that speak English. Besides, the Indians, other beneficiaries come from Ireland, Israel, Canada, Australia and the Philippines. But Indians are the larger groups, better organized, coordinated and conspicuous, who pay a lot of money to professional recruiters in order to come here.
         American companies, like IBM, Microsoft, etc., not to mention Indian companies with headquarters/ offices here, like Tata, Satyam, Wipro, etc. that team up with American corporate giants, and companies owned by Asian-Indians, are in the forefront of the H-1B visa semi-monopoly. The latter’s hiring of their own compatriots brings them two benefits: it makes them look  good for helping scale back unemployment from their country of birth (India) and they make huge profits by hiring their compatriots, paying them one-third of what it would cost them by hiring American workers. It’s a lot of money that is too hard to pass up. 

        They have mastered the process, thanks to their corporate partners, on how to buy their own lawmakers. They get work from the federal government. In appreciation for such boon, they are more than happy to contribute to these lawmakers’ reelection campaign. Receiving taxpayer money, they give a portion of it back (with a smile in their face, if not laughing aloud as they head to the bank) in political contributions. They despise these congressmen/senators whom they regard as corrupt and cheap. As long as the contributions keep pouring in, they are safe because these lawmakers (whom they own) will protect their interest.
        While encampments and street living have always been part of the landscape of big American cities, like Los Angeles and New York City, the new tent cities, mostly under bridges, have taken root, or grown from smaller enclaves of the homeless as more people lose jobs and homes in such disparate places as Nashville (TN), Olympia (WA) and St. Petersburg (FL). This palpable suffering is made worse by the number of women, children and elderly among them. A recent national study found 1 in 50 children in America is homeless. Because of economic hardship, they live in motels, cars, abandoned buildings, parks, camping grounds or shelters, waiting for foster care placement.

        The proliferation of guns is a scary and dangerous fact surrounding the unemployed who lost their jobs and those who have lost their homes or are in the process of foreclosure. It is not hard to understand how desperate people resort to desperate measures to fight back and lash out at those whom they blame, rightly or wrongly, as responsible for destroying their lives. They may be wrong in their conclusion but that is what influences their decision in the first place. Who brought such dire circumstances to their families? They know they are qualified; they know there are jobs out there; what they cannot understand is why their own government is siding with these criminal and greedy corporations which brought us all these troubles through the years. To add insult to injury, they are also taking away their jobs to continue with their hedonistic lifestyle and exploitative patronage of non-citizens at their expense.

         I fear for the violence that is lurking around the corner. It is just a matter of time before it happens. The question is how bloody and violent will it be? Laid-off American workers see their savings dwindle to almost nothing, and homelessness not far away. The moral confusion is understandable that people who fight to defend their life, their home and their jobs is doing what is expected of paterfamilias since time immemorial. There is still time to prevent this from happening unless the big corporations dismiss it as being alarmist, as America has always been a law-abiding nation. Remember what the early Americans had done in the Revolutionary War. They went rebelled against a powerful sovereign to protect their lifestyle and families. 
         This is not the time to bring foreign workers here. The trade deficit is costing us $2 billion a day which equals $700 billion a year; $1 billion of manufactured goods is $700 billion a year. Over the past 20 years the total trade deficit is $5 trillion which is also what we owe other countries for our opulent lifestyle. Now it’s time to live within our means, starting with putting our house in order. BHO pledged to stop giving tax breaks  to companies that ship jobs overseas, but didn’t go far enough to link H-1B visa to this issue. Corporate employers are deliberating whether or not to bluff the Obama administration about moving their companies offshore if he stops them from bringing in H-1B visa workers to replace US workers. I dare them to do it and see if it is going to be business as usual! Come on, make his day!
