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        On the Dec 8, 1941, a day after the Japanese sneak attack on Pearl Harbor, Japan attacked the Philippine Islands (composed of 7,100 islands), the sole American possession in Asia. When FDR called the Filipinos to arms to defend PI, they heeded the call and trained with obsolete weapons from World War I. FDR was their commander-in-chief; they were soldiers of the United States (just like Puerto Ricans during the Vietnam War and today), fought side-by-side with Americans, and many died protecting our core values, honor and way of life. PI was a target of the Japanese invasion and occupation which resulted in the quasi-total destruction of Manila, the second most-destroyed city of World War II after Warsaw in Europe. It was a humiliating, bloody and violent subjection of Americans and their allies to the sword. It was a conquest dictated by the Bushido, the Japanese Code of the Warrior which allows no prisoner to be taken.

        April 2009 is the 67th anniversary of the Fall of Bataan when around 10k American soldiers and 60k Filipino soldiers surrendered to the Japanese after 3 months of heavy fighting amidst a lack of air support and heavy artillery, shortage of food, medicine and armaments. The spirit was willing to go on fighting, but the body was weakened by malaria, dysentery, malnutrition, depression and hopelessness. It culminated in one of the most brutal atrocities perpetrated by enemy invaders towards emaciated and just half-alive defenders who were led to slaughter along a 65-mile death march to the prison camps in 1942.                    
       The Philippines was known before the war as the “Pearl of the Orient” (Perla del Mar del Oriente, nuestro perdido Eden). The hospitality and friendship of the Filipinos was embedded in the psyche of American servicemen & women and civil servants. They never forgot the Filipino people even after they returned home to the US. They have become members of their “extended families” they left behind. The passage of the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (2-14-09) is the first step to right the wrong suffered by the Filipino veterans for believing in and disappointed by America. Credit must be given to whom it is due for the passage of the bill. GWB restored their status that had been taken away from them as punishment for getting their independence. Because of Colin Powell, GWB realized the importance of PI as a strategic ally against Muslim terrorists. It would have been something he could have hung his hat on (like “Mission Accomplished”) on its merits. It could have been icing on the cake if he succeeded. To a lesser degree, former DOD secretary William Cohen recognized it too. 
         For fighting under the US flag, Filipino veterans were promised equal status as American veterans, with equal recognition, compensation and benefits. It was a promise made to soldiers from other countries who fought with America in the war; 250k Filipinos joined under the command of Gen. Douglas MacArthur. If this promise was honored earlier, there would have been no anti-US anger over bases in PI. When the US Congress broke its promise to the Filipino veterans, it put the wheels in place that eventually led to the base closings decades later. The passage of this bill had serendipitous consequences as well.  It made the Philippine Communists the biggest losers because the failure to honor this promise was their biggest anti-US argument. That’s why they hate BHO for finally implementing this promise. 

         There were those who wanted to take this item out of the Stimulus Bill in the midnight hour. But Hillary Clinton and strong Philippine supporters in the Senate made sure it stayed in. The bill doesn’t apply to dead veterans and their families. Before this was signed by BHO in his first 90 days in office, completing his promise to the Filipino veterans, there were lawmakers who fought hard every year to pass this or similar bill. The Filipino-American community and the Filipino people are grateful to them for their indefatigable efforts, e.g., Daniel Inouye of HI, Patrick Leahy of VT, Bob Filner and Dana Rohrabacher of CA, et al. Their tireless efforts kept the veterans’ hopes alive and culminated in the passage of the bill. 
        The argument is simple. If PI was part of the US and the Filipino soldiers fought to defend US interests, the US must honor what it promised them.  The US could not have found true and loyal allies!
