May is Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
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         Greetings to all Americans as we celebrate Asian Pacific American Heritage Month during May! In celebrating this event continuously throughout all these years since President Carter started it during his administration, all other presidents have celebrated it, just like we do Black History Month, Hispanic Month, among others. APAs across the United States can take pride in reflecting on the many contributions we made to our nation. Many presidents, from Ronald Reagan onwards have appointed more than 400 APAs to the highest levels of government, including two APAs to serve in cabinet positions at the start of Bush II’s administration, a first in our country’s history. Now we have three in the Obama administration, e.g. in VA, DOC and Energy.

         All presidents since Reagan have stated that those who trace their roots to the Asian/Pacific region have enriched America. They have enriched our nation with their strong values of love of family and community. Many APAs are serving the cause of freedom and peace around the world, and our nation has publicly acknowledged its gratitude for their service. This country is proud of them for defending our safety and their contribution to the character and greatness of America. In the past seven years or so, there have been over 100 APA student leaders—along with other young leaders from other communities—one particular area for which the Bush administration will be remembered for its support. Many agencies and his administration in particular, were committed to helping APAs advance within mainstream America.
         This is an opportune occasion to be proud of being part of this great nation. As Americans we are fortunate to have parents and/or grandparents come to seek the precious gift of freedom that was denied them in the “old country.” We are not defined by race and the color of our skin as shown by different shades, from lily white to charcoal black. Our social status, hierarchical position or landed titled back home does not give us an advantage over other immigrants. We are a strong nation because we do not shrink from our responsibilities that go with the advantages of citizenship or naturalization. We are a strong nation because the power is in us the people and we can vote our representatives out of office if they are focused solely on perpetuating themselves in office. We are a strong nation because we are free to worship whom we please; we respect each other’s differences and we are influenced by the motto of “live and let live.”
         As our nation grows and becomes more diverse, we can all play an integral role in building bridges of understanding by promoting people-to-people exchanges between communities and nations. Here in Phoenix, we are committed to providing all Americans with the tools to succeed in the competitive worldwide economy. On May 15, 2008, the US Department of Labor hosted the 7th Asian American Federal Career Advancement Summit to help APAs acquire the skills to advance within the federal government. I was fortunate to have attended it. In the fall, DOL hosted the sixth Annual Opportunity Conference, where federal agencies and non-profit organizations helped address the unique need of APA, Hispanic ad African-American communities. Together we can continue to help make our county economically vibrant and contribute to the tremendous cultural diversity that is pillar of one of our strengths.

         Let this month remind us once again that our diversity is the envy of many nations. Our parents and grandparents brought to this country many customs that are now part of the American scene, incl. food, like the Chinese Peking duck & shrimp with lobster sauce, Philippine adobo & pancit, Korean bulgogi & galbi, Thai mee-krob & pad thai, Japanese sushi & yakitori, Indian tandori chicken & kesaribath, Indonesian betutu & buntut, Cambodian amok trey & bai cha, Vietnamese pho & gio luc, Pakistani karahi & korma, Laotian ping sin & mok pa, Malaysian thosai & bakkwa, Sri Lankan kiribath & vada, and Bangladeshi biryani & daal.
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