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        This is the last of a 3-part series of the long journey undertaken by World War II Filipino veterans in their quiet but determined efforts to gain recognition for their military service to the United States and to remind it of the promised equal veteran status, compensation and benefits. They answered the call to bear arms because they believed in America and what it stood for. Reneging on a promise betrays the character of a nation. As this saga is brought to a close, only 19% of the Filipino veteran survivors can avail themselves of the paltry sum of no less than $9k (for non-citizens) and a maximum of $15k (for citizens) paid in one lump sum.

        Since WW II, this country has been involved in many other wars, e.g., Korea, Lebanon, Bay of Pigs in Cuba, Dominican Republic, Vietnam, Tehran Hostage Rescue, Grenada, Beirut, Panama, Haiti, Gulf War, Somalia, Yugoslavia, Afghanistan and Iraq. We allocate more money to our “defense” budget than all the countries in the world, including Russia, China and EU, put together. Pres. Ike Eisenhower aptly warned us about the military-industrial complex, a collaboration between industry and the military that will drive us to the poorhouse if we don’t put a halt to this insane annual expansion for no palpable reason, buying high-priced machines and weapons of war that we don’t need, exacerbated by scaring the American people..    

        Throughout the years after WW II, the Filipino-American community can be proud of its contributions to the defense of this country for the military service of the following generations. For our purposes, it behooves to mention only those who reached the highest echelons of the military. They are: Major General John R. D’Araujo, Jr. was the first Fil-Am to hold the rank of Major General (1993) and Director of the Army National Guard Bureau. Major General Benny M. Paulino assumed the duties of Adjunct General of Guam National Guard in 1996 and retired in 2002. He founded American Veterans International, LLC which is a certified SDVSOB whose primary focus is staff augmentation and its secondary services include Unexploded Ordinance/UXO, construction and environmental services. Major General Eldon Regua assumed his duties in 8/2008 as the 17th Commanding General for the 104th Division (Institutional Training) located at Vancouver Barracks in Washington State for under a year. He and his family worked picking prunes, walnuts, green beans and apricots. He is a Fil-Mexican, whose father came from PI in 1929. Brigadier General Oscar B. Hilman, Commander of the 1st Armor Brigade, was promoted from Colonel in 8/2003. He followed the footsteps of his father who was in the military for 23 years.    

        The next three are mentioned separately because their roots go back to the Philippines where they were born. The first is Lt. General Edward Soriano who was born in Pangasinan to Ilocos Sur parents.  His father joined the US Army as a Corporal in the 57th Infantry Regiment of the Philippine Scouts when Japan attacked Corregidor and retired a Major. He survived the Bataan Death March. He joined the regular US Army after the war and was later taken prisoner again during the Korean War, a subject he kept to himself and did not share with anyone. On a visit to extended family in PI, Gen. Soriano was asked if he was ever a victim of discrimination. His response was a refrain we often hear in the US Army, “Be all you can be… then you can be successful in any profession regardless of your ethnic background.” In brief, his answer was “No!”
        Rear Admiral Eleanor “Connie” Mariano was Director of the White House Medical Unit attending to the health of then Pres. Bill Clinton The first Mariano to serve in the Navy joined in the 1920s. At that time and for many years later, the only way Filipinos were able to serve in the Navy was as stewards. The Mariano men served with pride and accumulated a total of over 100 years among them. Her father served 6 admirals in their homes. She came to the US when she was 2 years old. It was only fitting that when she assumed the job at the White House, she stood proud when she claimed that “Fil-Ams in the Navy no longer must go through the kitchen, the back door or the garage.”

        Major General Antonio Taguba was born in Manila and raised in Hawaii. He is the son of a soldier and the father of a soldier (a tradition of warriors). He is focused on leadership and best interest of those under his command. Those who inspire to lead take charge. They should be fully aware of the responsibility that is with being in charge. The expectations are significantly higher for those who lead than those who are willing to follow them. He noticed the flawed leadership when he investigated detainee abuse allegations in Iraq, e.g., discipline was missing, soldiers were not saluting, were dressed improperly, were not wearing their helmets, were not carrying their weapons, were giving excuses why detention centers could not be improved, a lot of finger-pointing from privates to general. For his integrity, honesty and courage, the Bush administration (Are you listening, Cheney? What happened to the Iraqi welcome of flowers and hot cocoa? How many more lives will be lost for your greed and thirst for oil! Not one of your predictions came about!) cut him loose, earning him the respect and kudos of a grateful nation, battered and bruised by the constant lies from the GOP.     
